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LET US FIX OUR EYES ON JESUS
Hebrews 12:1-29; Key Verses: 1b-2
“And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer
and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat
down at the right hand of the throne of God.”

H

appy New Year! Moses said
in Psalm 90, “Our days…
quickly pass, and we fly
away” (Ps 90:10). As we begin
a new year, it is good to think about
how to live our one precious life. In today’s changing world,
many things distract us. We need a clear goal in life and source
of strength and power. The Christians in the first century faced
challenges from the world as well. The author told them to fix
their eyes on Jesus, for Jesus is the solution to their problems.
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever (13:8).
Let’s think about why we should fix our eyes on Jesus, as we run
the race marked out for us.
We Are Running A Race (1)
Verse 1 reads, “Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a
great cloud of witnesses, …. let us run with perseverance the race
marked out for us.” The Jewish Christians in the first century
were under persecutions from both the Jews and the Gentiles.
They started strong. Due to hardships they faced on the way,
however, they lost heart and grew weary. The author reminds
them that their life of faith was like a long range marathon.
During my college years at the Korean military academy, I was
a marathon runner. In the middle of the race, I used to face a
moment that I felt totally exhausted and giving up. Marathoners call it “hitting the wall.” Those who overcome the wall with
perseverance can finish the full course. As God’s chosen people,
we should deeply accept that we are called to run the full course
race marked out for us. All who finish this race are winners far
greater than the gold medalists in the Olympics. For our destination is the heavenly city where God our Father and our Lord Jesus
are with the glorified saints and holy angels. Can you imagine the
glory of the heavenly kingdom?
In this glorious race, we are in different stages. Mother Sarah
Barry has run the race for over 60 years after she received God’s
calling during her college days. Yet she is still running with full
spirits. How would you rate your own race? Are you running in
high spirits? That’s great, keep it up! Are you tired? Discouraged?

Exhausted? Complacent?
In this race, we are not alone. The author reminds us that we
are surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses. The witnesses refer
to the heroes of faith mentioned in the previous chapter. Those
men and women foresaw Christ and finished their race of life on
earth victoriously by God’s power (11:26). They witness that God
is living and faithful. Their examples of faith encourage us that
we too can finish our race by God’s power. We almost hear a
great cloud of witnesses saying to us, “Friend, you are not alone.
We have gone through all your struggles. The Lord is with you.
Come on, cheer up!” As we live differently from the people of the
world, we often feel lonely. But even today, innumerable saints are
running the race with us. When we look at our UBF community,
we find many witnesses who are encouraging us, beginning with
our founders. How should we run the race?
Throw Off Every Weight And Sin (1b)
Verse 1b says, “Let us throw off everything that hinders and
the sin that so easily entangles.” Here “everything that hinders”
means a “weight.” Can you imagine a runner at the starting line,
wearing boots, a winter coat and a backpack? Of course he cannot run very far. Likewise, Christians cannot run the race of
faith with baggage. The baggage can be many things, like attachment to worldly hopes, human recognition or attention. Worries
of this life, human conflict or competition drag us down as well.
We should throw these off continually.
Discouragement is another hindrance we should throw off.
When we don’t see visible fruit in our life, we feel like Abraham
who remained childless after years of life in the promised land.
Many of the heroes of faith in chapter 11 experienced victories
and successes by God’s power. On the other hand, many of
them also boldly faced sufferings and loss by God’s power. The
author points out that “they did not receive the things promised”
(11:13,39). The best things promised that they looked forward
to were not earthly but heavenly. Whether successful or not in
the world, they lived by faith in the invisible God (Heb 11:6).
The object of our faith is not visible blessings or successes, but
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the invisible God who is our very great Reward (Ge 15:1). We
should remember many missionaries of the past who did not see
any fruit of their labor for many years or decades. Some were
even martyred before they started evangelism. But God amazingly worked to bring the gospel light to the people for whom
they dedicated their lives. As we continue to seek and serve him
wholeheartedly, God will fulfill his purpose in our lives in his
time in his way.
And there is sin that so easily entangles. Here “so easily
entangles” literally describes a surprise attack that holds someone
down. Sin is like a football or rugby player who tackles and holds
down a runner. The most serious sin we must avoid is unbelief,
for it is the cause of all other sins. And the most tenacious sins for
both man and woman may be lust, jealousy, pride and hypocrisy.
In this time of moral crisis, people are exposed to sexual images
and tempted by adultery. Jealousy and hypocrisy easily entangle
anyone who seeks the pride of life and people’s recognition rather
than living before God. How can we throw these sins off? Ephesians 4:22 says, “Put off your old self, which is being corrupted by
its deceitful desires.” We should fight against our old self that is
our sinful nature, until we say “No!” to its deceitful desires. We
can win this spiritual victory by depending on Jesus, our High
Priest, who is able to help us in our temptations (2:18). When
temptations come, we should go to Jesus in prayer and ask for his
help.
Fix Our Eyes On Jesus (2-3)
In a race, a runner should know the right goal. During the
1929 American college football final game, a famous University
of California player named Roy Riegels picked up a fumbled ball
and ran 69 yards in a wrong direction to score for the opponent
team. As he ran, his team players warned him at the top of their
voices. But Roy kept running, fixing his eyes on the wrong goal.
Later he said, “I was sure that I was running in a right direction,
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so I thought my teammates’ voices were cheers for my running.”
It is most important to choose a right goal.
Athletes run full strength by fixing their eyes on the goal. So
the author says, “…fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross…”
(2a). Jesus is the goal in our race of faith. The world is full of
things that distract us. Oftentimes we look at people or our ministry, rather than Jesus. So we should daily turn our eyes away
from distractions and refocus on Jesus. Why should we fix our
eyes on Jesus?
First, Jesus is the Pioneer and Perfecter of our faith. Hebrews
2:10 says that God made Jesus, the pioneer of our salvation,
perfect through what he suffered. Jesus is the eternal Word, the
Son of God (Jn 1:1, 14). But he emptied himself of his glory as
God and became a man. He did not come as a noble; he came as
a poor countryman. He took the lowest place so that he might
become a friend to us all. Though he served us with God’s love
and truth, he was despised and rejected. He took up our pain
and bore our suffering. Finally, he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities (Isa 53:3-5). When Jesus
breathed his last on the cross, he said, “It is finished” (Jn 19:30).
Jesus fulfilled all of God’s promises for our salvation. In this way,
Jesus became our perfect Savior, and the pioneer and perfecter of
our faith that leads to salvation.
This perfect Savior Jesus is our merciful and faithful High
Priest (2:17). Having been tempted in every way, just as we are,
he empathizes with our weaknesses. He is interceding for us at
the right hand of God 24/7 (Ro 8:34). Because of his intercession,
God forgives our sins whenever we look up to Jesus and confess
our sins by faith. So we can always rise from our failures and run
the race. Daily we need energy to run. Where does the energy
come from? Jesus said, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes

to me will never go hungry, and whoever believes in me will
never be thirsty. … For my flesh is real food and my blood is real
drink.” (Jn 6:35,55) When we are spiritually hungry and thirsty,
Jesus feeds us and fills us. When we are weary and tired, Jesus is
right there with us to lift us up. We should come to Jesus every
day to eat his flesh and drink his blood. Do you feel inadequate
due to your failures and sins? Come to Jesus; he will cleanse you
by his precious blood and lift you up to rise and run. Do you feel
weary and tired? Come to Jesus, he will nourish and strengthen
you with the bread of life and living water.
Second, Jesus is the Way to supreme glory. Jesus is the only
way to the Father (Jn 14:6). Jesus is also the initiator and finisher
of the way that leads to supreme glory. Verse 2b reads, “For the
joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and
sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.” The way Jesus
went ahead for us is the way of the cross and glory. The cross was
the symbol of the greatest pain and shame. For anyone, shame is
most unbearable. So even criminals try to hide their faces from
camera flashes. Jesus was mocked, beaten, spit on, flogged and
crucified like the worst criminal in the world. Though he had to
face excruciating pain and thirst on the cross, he refused to drink
a painkiller (Mt 27:34). He persevered all these in order to fully
bear the pain and shame we deserve for our sins.
Jesus endured the cross for the joy set before him. During his
earthly ministry, his joy was carrying out the Father’s will by
giving life to sinners (Jn 4:32). In John chapter 4, we see Jesus
who was filled with joy after saving a Samaritan woman and her
villagers. What was the joy Jesus looked forward to? He looked
forward to drawing all of his people including you and me to God
through his sacrifice (Jn 12:32). Jesus also looked forward to his
resurrection, ascension, and his reunion with the Father in glory
(Jn 17:5). Jesus knew that the Father would exalt him to the high-

est place and give him the name that is above every name (Php
2:9). He prayed to the Father in John 17:13, “I am coming to you
now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so that
those who believe may have the full measure of my joy within
them.” Even before his crucifixion, Jesus was full of joy. Jesus
prayed that we too may have the full measure of his joy. Don’t
you want to have the full measure of Jesus’ joy? How can we have
Jesus’ joy?
Jesus said, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me” (Mk 8:34). After
his resurrection, Jesus said to his disciples, “I am ascending to
my Father and your Father, to my God and your God” (Jn 20:17).
Then he said, “As the Father has sent me, I am sending you” (Jn
20:21). By redeeming us to be God’s children, Jesus became our
elder brother and called us to do our Father’s world salvation
work together. What a great privilege for us to become God’s
children and co-workers! Jesus calls us to take up our cross for
world mission so that we may have the full measure of his joy. As
we take up our cross and follow Christ, we need perseverance.
When we are tired and weary, we should fix our eyes on Jesus
who, for the joy set before him, endured the cross.
When we see our Bible students find life in Jesus through our
ministry, the Holy Spirit fills us with Jesus’ joy. The world cannot
give us this heavenly joy. Yet our utmost joy is the hope of our
reunion with the Father and our Lord Jesus in glory. The Lord
said, “Look, I am coming soon. My reward is with me, and I will
give each person according to what they have done” (Rev 22:12).
In that day, the Lord, the Righteous Judge, will reward all our
labor for the gospel and his kingdom. The Lord will wipe every
tear from our eyes. There will be no more death or mourning
or crying or pain (Rev 21:4). We will all be like the angels in the
splendor of our immortal bodies. With this joy set before us, we
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can run the race along the way of the cross and glory that our
Lord Jesus went ahead of us.
As we invite students to Bible study, we receive many rejections and false email addresses. Sometimes we face opposition
and persecution. The pain is greater when opposition comes from
those whom we love and have served for a long period. What
does the author tell us to do in such times? Read verse 3, “Consider him who endured such opposition from sinners, so that you
will not grow weary and lose heart.” It is totally unreasonable
that creatures oppose God the Creator. But that was what sinful
people did to God the Son. Jesus, however, endured such opposition from sinners. On the cross, he prayed, “Father, forgive them,
for they do not know what they are doing” (Lk 23:34a). In our
pains, we should think about Jesus who endured such opposition.
Jesus suffers with us when we suffer for him (Ac 9:4). Especially
we should think about how the Lord Jesus has endured our sinfulness and weaknesses. Then we can forgive anyone and pray for
the person as Jesus did.
The glorified Lord who sits at the right hand of the throne
of God has been given all authority in heaven and on earth (Mt
28:18). In these end times, he is calling you and me to share his
remaining sufferings for saving unreached souls (Col 1:24). With
his almighty power and authority, he promised, “Surely I am with
you always, to the very end of the age” (Mt 28:20). Numerous
men and women including our UBF missionaries and shepherds
have responded to King Jesus’ calling.
Charles T. Studd (1860-1931), known as the leader of the Cambridge Seven, received the Lord’s calling at the age of 24. He disowned his future as a nationally renowned cricket player and heir
of great wealth. When asked if he had made too great a sacrifice,
he answered, “If Jesus Christ be God and died for me, then no
sacrifice can be too great for me to make for him.” He dedicated
his life to the missions in China and India. As years went by, his
love of Christ did not weaken, but rather grew stronger. Seeing an
advertisement that read; “Cannibals want missionaries,” he went
to central Congo at the age of 50. He dedicated the remaining
21 years of his life for people in Africa. He left a poem a part of
which reads,
Only one life, yes only one,
Now let me say,”Thy will be done”;
And when at last I’ll hear the call,
I know I’ll say “’twas worth it all”;
Only one life,’ twill soon be past,
Only what’s done for Christ will last.
Humanly he suffered much. When he finished his race on
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earth, however, he was full of thanks. In a letter he wrote, “As I
am nearing my departure from this world, I have but a few things
to rejoice: God called me to China and I went; I joyfully acted
as Christ told the rich young man to act. My only joys therefore
are that when God has given me a work to do, I have not refused
it.” We know that he had the full measure of Jesus’ joy. May God
guide all of us to run the race after Jesus, the way to supreme
glory, and have the full measure of his joy.
Endure Hardships As Discipline From Our Loving Father
(4-29)
Verses 4-13 teach us about the good work God is doing in us
during our race of faith. It is to sanctify us to share in his holiness, like refining golden ore in fire to produce pure gold. Verse
7 reads, “Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as
his children.” As God’s dear children, we all undergo discipline
from our loving Father. Verse 14b says, “Without holiness no one
will see the Lord.” God uses all hardships in our life to make us
holy so that we may have fellowship with our wonderful Savior
and Lord now and forever.
Recently I read heart-moving poems of a senior missionary in
Chicago UBF. She has suffered from breast cancer, a stroke and
her youngest son’s chronic illness. She accepted them as God’s
discipline, fixing her eyes on Jesus. She wrote: “In Jesus, suffering is a good medicine. Suffering makes our hearts pure. In his
providence, the Lord gave me his divine discipline according to
his will. So nothing is strange or shameful and I praise God!” She
confessed, “I realized that participating in Christ’s suffering is
the highest glory and joy. I learned how to glorify God through
all things.” Jesus, Son though he was, learned obedience through
what he suffered (5:8). We should not take God’s discipline lightly
or lose heart. Those who have been trained by it through humble
obedience are truly beautiful and precious.

reverence and awe (28-29).
What do people today need most? God said in Amos 8:11, “I
will send a famine through the land—not a famine of food or a
thirst for water, but a famine of hearing the words of the Lord.”
In this high tech era with a flood of information, people wander
with an unquenched thirst, searching for the word of God. God
raised UBF to take care of young people who are like sheep without a shepherd. I think the beauty of UBF ministry is in taking
care of individuals with God’s shepherd heart. God blessed UBF
by sending out 1,800 lay missionaries to reach out to the campuses in 95 countries. When our missionaries went out by faith,
remembering the grace of the Good Shepherd Jesus, the Lord has
faithfully kept his promise to be with them. Many UBF chapters
have grown to be beautiful churches with people of multiple
generations and ethnicities. Yet the two thirds of the 95 countries
have only one UBF chapter. There are numerous cities and countries in the world that need missionaries and shepherds. College
students are in their prime of life preparing for their future. They
are the future hope of our societies, nations and the world. I
believe God’s heart to reach out to these young people in all cities
and campuses of the world is constant.
As we think of the hope and heart of God toward the world,
we cannot be complacent. Now is the time for us to renew our
vision and rekindle the passion for world campus mission. To
carry out the remaining task of world mission, we need to grow
further in holiness to be used by God continually. I have this
vision for our UBF community: (1) All leaders in our ministry

continually fix our eyes on Jesus so that we may grow to bear the
image of the Good Shepherd Jesus; (2) All leaders raise disciples
as Jesus raised his disciples by showing them his own example
and teaching them God’s word of truth; (3) God raises thousands
of missionaries, both young and old, from USA/Canada and UBF
worldwide and sends them out to the ends of the earth.
Our days quickly pass, but we thank God who has set eternity
in our hearts (Ecc 3:11). Thank the Lord Jesus who has become
our Savior, Sustainer and the Way by going the path of the cross
and glory. C. S. Lewis said, “All that is not eternal is eternally
out of date” (and useless). When our life on earth is finished,
only three things will remain forever: The first is our Christ-like
character. The Lord promised heavenly reward to those who bear
his character (Mt 5:5,9). The second is what we have given to God
like time and material. The Lord said, “Store up for yourselves
treasures in heaven” (Mt 6:20). The third is the people who have
been saved through our ministries. They will be with us in the
kingdom of God forever. Apostle Paul said toward those who
were saved through his ministries, “you whom I love and long
for, my joy and crown” (Php 4:1). Let’s turn our eyes away from
all temporal things and refocus our eyes on Jesus, our eternal
King. Let’s run the race along the way Jesus went ahead of us
with perseverance, until we all enter his glory.

Look at verses 12-13. “Therefore, strengthen your feeble arms
and weak knees. ‘Make level paths for your feet,’ so that the lame
may not be disabled, but rather healed.” Due to hardships, sometimes we lose strength in our arms and knees. In such times, we
should remember the love of God. We should also remember
that all Christians are undergoing discipline from our loving
Father. When anyone in our community is weakened, we should
encourage and pray for that brother or sister. God will heal. We
as a community should continue the race toward God’s kingdom
together.
We live in a world that is shaky. As Jesus’ return nears, we will
see more shaking in this world. But we are not disturbed, for we
know that history is moving toward the glorious Second Coming
of our Lord. There is only one thing that never shakes—the eternal kingdom of God. Since we are receiving this eternal kingdom,
let us be thankful and worship and serve God acceptably with
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Asia Directors Conference by Peter Lee, Continental Coordinator

Africa Directors Conference by Andrew Kim, Continental Coordinator

LET US FIX OUR EYES ON JESUS

LET US FIX OUR EYES ON JESUS

“And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith.
For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.”
Hebrews 12:1b-2

2

016 Africa New Year conference
was held on 25th through 27th
in Cape Town, South Africa with
missionaries and leaders from12
African countries. Shepherd Daniel Rhee
delivered the opening address, “I have come
to bring fire (Lk 12:49-59).” We prayed that
Jesus brings the fire of the word of God in
our hearts by accepting one word deeply in
the conference.
Missionary Mark Yoon, Kenya UBF
delivered lecture 1, “The Law will go out
from Zion (Isa 2:1-22).” In the message, we
could see the vision that Africa becomes the
mountain of God’s temple which is the Bible
center many African young people stream
to with our Bible study ministry. Pastor
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Abraham Kim delivered main message 2,
“Let us fix our eyes on Jesus (Heb 12: 1-29).”
We prayed that we live a faithful and fruitful mission life only by fixing our eyes on
Jesus always. There are many difficulties and
problems in Africa. However, we can overcome all situations and live a victorious life
only by fixing our eyes on Jesus in the New
Year. We listened to Dr. Paul Koh’s beautiful life testimony the first day. We were
impressed due to his life of obedience. Shepherd Changwon Kim, Kwanak I chapter in
Korea gave us the special lecture “Trinitarian Pneumatology for formation holy community.” We listened to the excellent lecture
about the work of the Holy Spirit. Shepherd
Moses Yoon, Korean representative for

Africa, introduced the plan of the upcoming
World Mission Report and the Missionary
and Leaders’ conference which will be held
in Korea during announcement time after
the special lecture. And shepherd Andries
Coetsee delivered Sunday worship message
on the last day. We had a special prayer time
to bless Dr. Livingstone Kang who became
the new director of Makerere UBF, Uganda,
succeeding Dr. Luke Lim who served the
hapter as director for the last 15 years after
the Sunday worship service.

“And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith.
For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.”
Hebrews 12:1b-2

T

he UBF Asia Directors’ Conference was held on Jan.7-9, 2016
in Jakarta, Indonesia with the
theme, “Let us fix our eyes on
Jesus,” with 71 people from 16 Asian
countries. We praise and thank God for
strengthening all the attendees with the
abundant work of the Holy Spirit through
the word of God, including 5 Group Bible
Studies on the book of Hebrews.
On the first day, Sh.Ki-Sung Um gave us
an opening introductory message based
on the whole book of Hebrews regarding
its core subjects in the book, followed by
GBS in 4 groups. Lecture 1 was “Jesus
Who Tasted Suffering and Death” (Heb
1:1-2:18). Lecture 2 was “Jesus the Great
High Priest” (3:1-5:10).

On the second day, right after GBS on
Heb.12, there was a main lecture, “Fix
your eyes on Jesus” given by P.Abraham
Kim (UBF General Director). We learned
that in order to finish our race of faith we
must fix our eyes on Jesus, who is the perfecter of our faith in every situation.
After lunch, we all wrote and shared
graceful testimonies based on the grace
we received through the main lecture. We
all decided to fix our eyes on Jesus our
Lord so that we will finish the race of faith
in every difficult situation. In the evening,
there was Lecture 3, “Jesus the Everlasting
Priest” (Heb 5:11-7:28).
On the last morning, after GBS, there was
Lecture 4, “Christ’s Sacrifice Once For
All” (Heb 8:1-10:39). M.Peter Lee (Asia
Continental Coordinator) delivered the

closing message, “Jesus Christ is the Same
Yesterday and Today and Forever” (Heb
13). He stressed that Jesus Christ will
never change for he is the living God, who
is the same yesterday, today and forever.
He encouraged all attendees to have faith
in God, overcoming by faith all difficulties
in raising disciples in our respective mission field.
On Sunday, after finishing the conference, all overseas guests and all Indonesia
UBF members gathered (total 170 people)
and worshiped the Lord at the Depok
UBF Bible center. The Sunday message,
“Be Taken Forward to Maturity in Faith”
(Heb 5:1-6:20) was powerfully given by
Sh.David Kim (Korea UBF Director).
Afterward all the guests went to visit UI
campus (top university in Indonesia)
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CIS Directors Conference by David Byun, Continental Coordinator

which is the major campus ministered by
Depok UBF. We earnestly prayed together
for the pioneering work and for raising
disciples in Indonesia.

M.Joshua Kim as National Coordinator of
Indonesia UBF. I pray that we may make
a loving unity under his leadership in
Indonesia.

I thank God for providing us a suitable
and quiet conference place with low cost
at a 4-star hotel near the airport, beyond
our expectation due to the heavy traffic
condition in Indonesia. I also thank God
for seven UBF chapters in Indonesia and
their sacrifice to serve the conference with
one heart that made the conference succeed.

Personally I praise and thank God for
enabling me to serve the conference and
finish it well by his grace, though it was
my first task since I became the Asia Continental Coordinator. When I look back
my life, by God’s grace I served God for 25
1/2 years in Korea, and also 25 1/2 years
in Indonesia. Now I reached the milestone of my life to start the third stage of
my mission journey as Asia Continental

During the conference God newly raised

Coordinator. Apostle Paul said, “Do you
not know that in a race all the runners
run, but only one receives the prize? So
run that you may obtain it.” I pray that I
may run fixing my eyes on Jesus our Lord,
the perfecter of faith, until I receive the
victorious crown, overcoming all difficulties with faith that pleases the Lord. I also
pray that in the future, Jesus our Lord may
give the victorious crown to all the UBF
coworkers who are serving the Lord day
and night in Asia.

LET US FIX OUR EYES ON JESUS
“And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and
perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the
throne of God.” Hebrews 12:1b-2

T

his conference took place at the
evangelical seminary building
located about 40 km away from
Kiev UBF Bible House, on January 2 (Sat.) to 4 (Mon.). 77 people (including 3 from Korea, 8 from USA, 1 from
Canada, 2 from Germany) attended this
conference.
God blessed this conference abundantly, especially through the words of God. S.
Augustine Zhdanov from Odessa gave the
opening message entitled “Give thanks in
all circumstance” on 1 Thessalonians 5:16-
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18. His message led the attendees to think
about God who works for the good of his
people through all situations favourable
or adverse, as Kimchi is made delicious
through all the ingredients. In the evening
M. Point James from Istanbul delivered
the main lecture I, “I am God Almighty”
on Genesis 17:1-27. His message covered
the whole chapter, but had a clear point
that we may depend on God Almighty,
personally believing God’s promise to
make each one a father or a mother of
many nations. His life of mission in Istanbul for the last 10 years has been very pre-

cious. God accepted the prayer and sacrifice of M. Point and his wife Rebekah and
established the first house church between
Abraham Nikolav and Sarah Nevin last
October, which was indeed by the power
of God Almighty.
In the evening of the first day there
were chapter reports. The work of God
was going on in each chapter despite very
poor economic conditions and unsteady
political situations in CIS countries. Especially God blessed his work in Bishkek and
Osh in Kirgizstan in the pat year, since the
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Europe Directors Conference Walter Nett, Continental Coordinator, Written by Sarah K. Lee

2015 New Year coordinators conference
was held there.
On the second day there were Group
Bible Studies divided into 5 groups. After
that Pastor Abraham Kim gave the main
lecture II, “Let us fix our eyes on Jesus”
on Hebrews 12:1-29, interpreted by M.
Stephen Kim. The message encouraged
us to run the race marked out for each
one with perseverance, fixing our eyes
on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our
faith, who endured the cross for the joy
set before him and won the final victory.
With eternal perspective of life we need to
fix our eyes on Jesus in our race of faith.
Then we wrote a testimony for the whole
afternoon and shared it group by group.
In the evening at the whole meeting, 6
representatives shared their testimonies:
Andrew Mun (from Perm), David Byun
(from Astana), Francis Yoon (from Astana
II), Rebekah Gerus (from Odessa), Grace
Kim (from Osh), and Anna Kim (from
MISIS, Moscow). All deeply testified to the
grace of our Lord Jesus and their renewed
faith in him. Particularly M. David Byun
confessed that 2015 was the hardest year
to him and his wife Pauline in their mission life, but God miraculously restored
them through this conference. He deeply
thanked God for his mercy and grace.
Evidently the testimony sharing meeting
was the highlight of the conference. All
of our CIS coworkers’ testimonies were so
graceful because they have run their race
of faith with perseverance in the midst
of many hardships in their respective
mission field. It was a privilege for me to
attend this conference, hear their living
testimonies and find their prayer topics.
Through my own testimony writing I
learned that I need to fix my eyes on Jesus
above organization, system, tasks, people,
events, problems and any other distractions.
In that evening after the testimony
sharing, Dr. Paul Hong from Toledo presented a lecture about “God’s sovereignty
and life management.” The lecture covered
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the variety of fields and many great people. But surprisingly his conclusion was
that to fix our eyes on Jesus is the best life
management and so we don’t’ need any
other life management. That conclusion
was true and agreeable to all, and fitting
to this conference. On the third day M.
David Kim from Indianapolis presented
a lecture about “Effective 1:1 Bible study.”
His point was that when we keep the grace
of Jesus every day, we can serve effective
1:1 Bible study ministry. For only Jesus’
grace enables us to go to the campus, talk
with the students, invite them to Bible
study and serve them with the words of
God, following our Lord Jesus who is the
eternal Word but became flesh. S. Wesley
Yoon from Korea gave the closing message, “The law from Zion” on Isaiah 2:1-4.
He shared God’s vision that when we
have the word of God, many people of the
world will come to the mountain of the

M. Kaleb Han

Lord to study the Bible.
At this conference M. Kaleb Han from
St. Petersburg was raised as the next
coordinator for CIS with 4 year term. M.
Timothy Kang was raised as the director
of Riga UBF, Latvia, working together
with M. Esther Kim. M. Anna Kim served
God’s ministry in MISIS in Moscow sacrificially for many years bringing up 4
sons all by herself. Thank God for her life
of faith. M. Paul Choi was raised as the
director of MISIS UBF after her.

After the conference there was a wedding between Stamatis from Greece and
Akmaral from Astana, Kazakhstan at
Kiev Bible centre. Pastor Abraham Kim
officiated the wedding with the words
of God from Matthew 6:33. There was a
reception in the same place right after
the wedding ceremony. Many celebrating
programs including singing and dancing
were offered. It took around 4 hours. The
couple was full of joy and thanks. I could
see that God really poured out his blessing
upon this intercontinental marriage done
only by faith.
From the following day, Tuesday, there
was a whole Bible reading meeting for
three full days at Dr. Peter Kim’s house.
14 people joined and 10 people remained
to the end. The point of the whole Bible
reading intensively in such a short period
was to learn the heart of God for sinners
and his hope revealed in his redemptive
work and history. Those who could read
with spirit and speed mostly read and it
worked very well. As we read the Bible
together from Genesis, our hearts were
deeply moved by God’s heart for sinners,
especially through Isaiah and Revelation.
God’s word was indeed living and active.
We went through about 2/3 of the Bible,
though not the whole. Thank God for this
unique and precious meeting.

LET US FIX OUR EYES ON JESUS
“And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith.
For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.”
Hebrews 12:1b-2

I

want to give a short report about the
European Directors’ Conference in
Sweden. There were 86 participants
from 20 European nations, 6 missionaries from the USA (P. Abraham & Sarah
Kim, Henry Park, David Baik, David Kim,
Samuel A. Lee), 1 from China (Johanna
Park) and 2 from Korea (Paul T. Kim and
Paul Na). Missionaries from Romania
(John Jung), Serbia (Danijel Ko), Spain
(Joshua Kang), and Italy (Peter Ko) could
not come because of work or other pressing issues. Among the Europeans, 20 were
2nd gens. The conference was rather quiet
and harmonious. I could feel the Holy
Spirit working quietly among us.
On the first day, Missionary John
and Grace Joo’s oldest children Grace jr

(medical student at Orebro) and Anna
(pharmacology student at Uppsala) gave
an interesting compact introduction to
Sweden and the local UBF. Afterwards,
M. John Joo gave the opening message
on Isaiah 2:1-4 with the title “The Word
of God will Go Out from Zion.” His
message was very gracious and gave us
a great vision for world mission. So all
participants could open their hearts
wide for the ongoing work of God. Then
we listened to the missionary reports
of 20 European national coordinators.
I was personally greatly encouraged by
the report of Missionary J. S. He has
begun to study Genesis from the original Hebrew text in order to understand
God’s saving grace more deeply. God

accepted his decision and gave him
grace for the word of God week by week.
Through the love of God, he could hold
two Bible schools, one in August and
one in October. They invited six promising students. In November they had a
2-day conference by a large sea. There
they studied Luke 5 which helped them
to enter deeply into the world of grace
in Jesus Christ. One brother will make
a decision for Jesus Christ soon, by the
grace of God. At the same time, Missionary J.’s family struggled because of
their limited residence permit. It seemed
to be impossible to stay permanently
which may have rendered their efforts in
vain. But after years of spiritual struggle
in prayer, Missionary J. and his family

We were very grateful to God for Dr.
Peter and Sarah Kim and other Kiev
coworkers’ who made a perfect environment through their whole-hearted
serving for this conference and for the
wedding and for the whole Bible reading
meeting.
Thank Jesus who is the pioneer and
perfecter of our faith, our Saviour and
Lord. He is the focal point of the Bible and
our life of faith. May the words, “Let us
fix our eyes on Jesus” may guide us in our
race of faith throughout this year, 2016
personally and ministry-wise.
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Latin Coordinators conference by Elias Park, Latin America Director

LET US FIX OUR EYES ON JESUS

received permanent residency and cried
many tears of joy and thanksgiving to
the Lord God. Praise God who has confirmed the faith of Missionary J.! He
himself accepted this as a clear sign that
God is faithful to those who trust in him
and that God loves to have campus mission in his nation. God has made impossibility possible, and so Missionary J.
will continue to experience the help of
God through prayer in his self-supporting life. Truly, our missionaries
are ones of whom this world is not
worthy (Heb. 11:38).
After dinner, we listened to Shp.
Walter Nett’s special message on
Heb. 1 with the title “Jesus – Radiance of God’s Glory.” This message served as a preparation for
the main lecture on the following
day. But before, we also heard the
reports on two conferences. Shp.
Elia Lee (Cologne 1) reported on
the young people’s conference
“Encounter 2015.” He stressed the
effective and fruitful coworking
of the core team with senior members.
Thus, the gospel as the central message
of the conference could root deeply in
the hearts of European young people.
Meanwhile, preparation for Encounter
2016 (Aug. 3-6) is already on the way.
Shp. Paul T. Kim gave an outlook on
the upcoming World Mission Report
and the following missionary conference 2016 in Korea (June 5-8). His joyful
presentation moved everyone to pray for
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and join this meaningful assembly. May
God bless P. Abraham Kim’s key note
message and raise life testimony speakers from all regions of the world.
On the following morning, after deep
group Bibel study on Heb. 12, we joined
to hear P. Abraham Kim’s message with
the title “Let Us Fix Our Eyes On Jesus.”
We were both encouraged and challenged to overcome our limited thinking
and situation by looking up to Jesus and

running our spiritual race by faith in
him. We took time to write our testimonies very deeply so that sharing them in
our small groups lasted until late in the
night.

children to “Encounter 2015” expressed
their thankfulness because the young
people had been encouraged in spirit.
Coworking with their parents has
improved. I am very thankful to God for
the good service of Esra Hong (Heidelberg), Esther Nett (Cologne 1), Lydia Lee
jr. (Greece), and Sua Kim (Mannheim).
I am also very thankful for Missionary John and Grace Joo and their
five children who have made a good
environment for this conference. I
could see the love of God in their
midst. After the conference, we
visited the main campus in Stockholm and prayed for a new spiritual revival in that nation. We could
also see the City Hall where the
annual reception of Nobel Prize
laureates is held. We could see the
greatness of Sweden and have a
vision of many noble young Christians being raised through the
one-to-one Bible study and Sunday
worship service of our sacrificial
coworkers.

L

atin Director/Coordinators’ annual
conference was held in Guayaquil,
Ecuador during January 27-30.
Jan. The title of the conference was
“Pongamos nuestros ojos en Jesus!(Let
us fix our eyes on Jesus!)” (Heb 12.1-29).
There were 40 attendants from 17 Latin
countries (Paraguay and Colombia were
absent) including 8 from USA and 1 from
Korea; 11 Latin leaders attended with
stewardship; 3 of them pioneered Peru, El
Salvador and Dominican Republic; 2 of
them succeeded Korean missionaries in
Guatemala and Caracas, Venezuela.
Moses Chang (Belize) delivered
the opening message entitled, “Count
the stars!” (Gen 15:1-21). God keeps
his promises to give many descendants
though it may take a long time. But what
God really wants is beyond Isaac: Jesus,
through whom all people will be blessed.
We should focus on God, more than our
descendants in our pilgrim life.

After dinner, there were 8 mission
reports (El Salvador, Panama, Mexico,
Bolivia 2, Ecuador, Venezuela, Brazil and
Belize). Through their ministry reports,
we could see how God abundantly blessed
the 4 International regional conferences
(which were held last year) and how having these conferences have brought spiritual growth to many countries in Latin
America.

In the afternoon there were 6 Groups
discussions’ about health, 2nd gen education, finance, self supporting, pioneering
and succession of ministry. About health,
stress control is important, and each person needs to develop the proper way to
control stress. Especially the workshop
about the ministry and succession among
native leaders’ group was very meaningful
and useful.

On the morning of 28th, Gustavo
(Caracas, Venezuela) delivered his message, “God restored Elijah” (1 Kings 19).
He testified how God also restored him
last year with the word of God when he
felt burnt out as a successor of Caracas
UBF with sicknesses, heavy burden of
ministry, self supporting and national
economic crisis. While preparing and
serving messages, he received the grace of
God, and God comforted him. May he be
totally restored and serve the ministry of
Caracas chapter with the power of God.

2 Special lectures, S. David Nam’s
“Restoration from burnout” and Dr.
Paul Hong’s “Life Management” were
very helpful for all. Pastor David Nam
served with his lecture during the Latin
America’s International Conference in
Guatemala, last year too. We invited him
to Ecuador to serve the missionaries with
a lecture with the topic of Restoration
of Relationships. His lecture gave great
spiritual reinforcement to our missionaries. Dr. Paul Hong served the missionaries
not only with his lecture, but also through
having personal conversations and listen-

This European Directors’ Conference
has once again been in a pleasant spiritual atmosphese, was joyful, encouraging and gracious. I could see that this
has been a fruit of good coworking.
Those missionaries who had sent their
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THE EDUCATION OF UBF LEADERS AND MEMBERS
ing to them.
On 29th, Pastor Abraham Kim delivered (M. Juan Seo as a translator) “Let us
fix our eyes on Jesus” very powerfully.
He said that our lives are unique and so
we have to have the true aim of our lives,
Jesus Christ. And when we live towards
Him and for Him, the Lord himself will
help us to complete our race of faith. We
pray we may continue our spiritual struggle with perseverance each day, fixing our
eyes on Jesus.

Cho was ordained newly as a coordinator of Southern Latin Region 2 (Chile,
Uruguay and Argentine). With this
nomination, now Latin America has 6
regions with 6 coordinators to serve the
continent.

and Ivan (Guatemala) to spy out Quito,
the capital of Ecuador from 5 a.m to 9
p.m for pioneering the city in God’s time.
M. Helen Gruett came to Ecuador to be
a missionary more than 10 years ago. She
returned but she planted prayers.

Latin Directors earnestly prayed to
pioneer 5 countries (Cuba, Trinidad and
Tobago, Bahama, Jamaica, Haiti) and US
Puerto Rico by 2020 through co-working
with New York chapter.

Then M. Andre, Hannah Kim came
in 2006. This time we went just by faith
and looked around the beautiful Universidad Central (Central University),and
prayed. May God bless the ministry in
Ecuador and all Latin America countries.

On 30th, after sharing our testimonies
in 4 groups, M. Elias Park (Brazil, Latin
Coordinator) gave his closing message,
entitled “Jesus is the same forever” (Heb
13). We praised God for being with us
forever.

The presence of New York chapter (4
people with HQ Latin coordinator David
Baik) was of great help and cheer for all
Latin missionaries and shepherds who
participated in the conference. Next year,
Latin coordinators’ conference will be
held in Belize on January 18-21, 2017.

M. Timoteo Rhee was honored with
a plaque of thanks for his many years of
service as a Latin coordinator. M. Isaac

On 1st of February, after the conference, M. Andre Kim led our 8 missionaries and Gustavo, Katiuska (Venezuela)

We thank God for M. Andre and
Hanna Kim (Ecuador) who volunteered
to host this conference even though they
are serving one house church mission.
They sacrificially and excellently served
all. May God bless their house church
(Joowang (20), Esther (19) and Andre Jr
(16)) and Ecuador.

2 Timothy 3:16–17 “All Scripture is God–breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and
training in righteousness, so that the servant of God[a] may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”

•
•

Education Administration—Kevin

•

Intern Training: Ron Ward, Little
Sarah Kim, Sam Toh

Conference/Workshop Program Committee— Mark Vucekovich, Mark

•

Mother Barry’s Bible Study Class:
Sarah Barry, Mark and Anna
Yang

Albright

Yang, Teddy Hembekides, Jose
Ahn

•

•

Bible Study Material Committee—

Mark Yang, Teddy Hembekides,
Augustine Suh, Ron Ward
Education Programs Development
Committee—Kevin Albright,

Augustine Suh, Mark Yang,
Paul Hong, Mark Yoon, Mark
Vucekovich, Teddy Hembekides

Assignments in the Education
Programs Development Committee:

After Sunday Worship Service fellowship with Ecuador UBF
16 NEWSLETTER 2016

opment: Paul Hong, Mark
Vucekovich, Ron Ward

The Education Department
included the following persons:

•

New Staff: Mark Vucekovich,
Ron Ward, Teddy Hembekides

•

New & Continuing Missionary
Training: Mark Yang, Kevin
Albright

•

Leaders from Overseas to HQ:
Ron Ward, Mark Yang

•

Thematic Bible Study: Paul Hong,
Mark Yang, Ron Ward, Teddy
Hembekides

•

Theological Articles: Augustine
Suh, Ben Westerhoff

•

Chapter Director/Leader Devel-

The Education Department (E.D.)
was active in 2015 to further and enhance
the education of UBF leaders and members in the following ways:
1. STAFF CONFERENCE

The annual UBF North America
Staff Conference was held on June 17-20,
at Colorado State University with the
title, “The Surpassing Worth of Knowing
Christ Jesus” (Php 3:8). About 160 leaders
(staff members and their spouses) attended and studied the entire book of Philippians in 5 lessons. Messages were delivered
by David Miller (Cincinnati), Philip Wong
(Montreal), Dr. John Baik (El Camino),
Russell Kille (Toledo), and Dr. Helen Rarick (Chicago). Selected chapter reports
were shared by David Kim (Miami), Dr.
Abraham McIlhenny (West L.A.) and
Paulus Cha (Humber). Selective mission
reports were shared by Dr. William Altobar (the Philippines), Paul Kim (Chun
Cheon, Korea), and Isaac Choi (Kangreung, Korea). World mission prayer
was offered by continental regions for
the CIS, Africa, Latin America, Oceania,
Asia, the Middle East, Europe, Canada,
the USA and Korea UBF. A special lecture

was given by Stephen Lutz, a nationallyknown campus evangelist and author of
“King of the Campus.” On the final day of
the conference, members shared their testimonies based on one word they received
from Philippians. Finally, Pastor Abraham
Kim shared prayer topics to hold on to the
words of Philippians, for North American
student ministry and sending out missionaries, as well as the Latin American
Regional conference in Venezuela and the
World Mission Report 2016 in Korea.
Regional staff conferences were held
at the end of 2014 or beginning of 2015
according to the needs and capability of
each region.
2. FULL-TIME STAFF TRAINING

Full-time staff shepherd training
continued in 2015 in the Midwest Region.
Staff members met every other Monday
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. for Bible study,
as well as the study of Christian history,
New Testament theology and Christian
counseling. Each chapter leader shared
their prayer topics and prayer was offered
for each campus ministry. The main book
covered in Bible study was Hebrews. P.
Teddy Hembekides led this study. The
Christian history topics covered included
the Age of Ideologies, and the Age of
Global Expansion and Relocation. Lectures were given by Dr. Augustine Suh.
The New Testament theology study was
led by Dr. Ezra Cho. He gave lectures over
all the books of the New Testament via
video conference. P. David Baik and Dr.
Grace Sun Lee gave lectures on Christian
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WORLD CAMPUS MISSION
counseling. P. Kevin Albright prepared
and administered quizzes over each study
and the grades of each staff member were
posted. In addition to these programs,
Dr. Roy Oxnevad, from Wheaton College,
gave us a special lecture on evangelization
of Muslims.
The study materials used for full-time
staff training have been developed with
the goal of providing them for the use of
all UBF leaders worldwide. They will be
made available on the new UBF Education
Website in 2016.
3. BIBLE STUDY TEAMS

The HQ Bible study team, consisting
of Mark Yang, Teddy Hembekides, Ron
Ward, Kevin Albright and Augustine Suh
met regularly and prepared materials for
the study of Philippians at the annual staff
conference, as well as an introduction and
study questions on Hebrews. The Bible
study team also prepared material for the
Leadership Development Workshop on
discipleship that was held in 2015. The
Bible study team plans to make an introduction and study questions on 1 and 2
Thessalonians and Romans in 2016.
4. LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT
WORKSHOP

At the direction of P. Abraham Kim,
a Leadership Development Workshop
began in 2014 and continued in 2015.
This is a three-year program formulated
around the topic of “Discipleship.” This
plan covers the following:
YEAR ONE: 2014

I. Follow Me (I): Calling and Commitment
1.

Who is a disciple?
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2.

Calling—Finding a New Life
Direction

3.

The Purpose of Being with Jesus

4.

How to be with Jesus in his Word

5.

How to be with Jesus through
Prayer and Worship

6.

The Cost and Blessings of Following Jesus

YEAR TWO: 2015

II. Follow Me (II): Growing in a
Christ-centered life
1.

Followership

2.

Character Formation

3.

Servant Leadership

4.

Lordship

5.

Participating in Jesus’ Suffering
and Glory

6.

Discipleship and the Holy Spirit

YEAR THREE: 2016

III. Make Disciples of All Nations: To
be sent out
1.

Evangelistic Fieldwork

2.

Relational Aspect of Making
Friends with Others as Jesus Did

3.

Cross-Cultural Relationships

4.

Incarnational Ministry to Be All
Things to All People

5.

Respecting Diverse People as
Jesus Did

6.

Jesus’ Principles: Depend on
God, Compassion, Kingdommindset

The second workshop was held
on November 5-7, 2015 at the Chicago
chapter in the Leningrad house. The
participants included: P. Abraham Kim,
Paul Choi, Russell Kille, David Kim,
Teddy Hembekides, Abraham McIlhenny,
Andrew Christopher, Mark Yang, Steve
Stasinos, Moses Noh, Ron Ward, Philip
Lee, Juan Seo, Kevin Albright, David
Won, David K. Lee, Stephen Yang, Augustine Suh, Andy Stumpf and Joshua Hong.
P. David Baik and Henry Park, as well as
Elder David Choi attended the joint sessions. Prior to meeting together, participants divided into groups of about three
each. Each group worked to develop materials on their assigned topic. At the workshop each group presented their material
and received the feedback of all participants. After revision, we plan to publish
the materials in a discipleship manual for
UBF ministry.
VISITING FOR BIBLE STUDY.

Mark Yang and Ron Ward visited
Moscow and served a messenger retreat
in March. The Moscow area Sunday messengers attended and we learned together
how to study the Bible, prepare and
deliver messages. Mark Yang led special
workshops on “Gosepl Centered Life and a
Gospel Centered Community.” These were
held in Canada at Toronto (joined by St.
George, York, North York and Ryerson),
Ottawa, Hamilton, and Edmonton. They
are also held in Germany (Heidelberg,
Bonn and Cologne). Augustine Suh visited Los Angeles in November and shared
special lectures on Calvinism.

T

he UBF
key verse
of 2015 was
‘The gospel;
God’s glory in the
face of Christ.” (2 Cor
4:1-18). Christ, God’s
glory, shone in the dark world campuses
through our preaching of the gospel, the
word of God, among college students in
2015.
God chose P. Abraham Kim to be
reelected as the UBF general director.
May God bless his second term to shine
the gospel light to many more campuses
around the world by fixing eyes on Jesus!
In 2015, 38 new missionaries were
sent out (Korea 33, USA 2, Canada 2, Philippians 1) to 8 countries. Eight chapters
were newly pioneered. (USA 3, Korea 2,
Germany 1, Sri Lanka 1).
1. LATIN AMERICA REGIONAL
CONFERENCES

2015 was the year of 4 Latin America
Regional conferences. God blessed the
conferences by sending 974 attendants
(650 attendants in 2007).
Southern Latin America Region
conference was held on January 15-18 at
La Plata, Argentina. The conference title
was, “You are the Christ!” God blessed
the conference with 131 attendees from
7 countries (Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil,
Chile, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay). New
generation leaders actively served messages, worship songs, dance and drama.
Mexico Region conference was held
on April 2-5 near Mexico City. The conference title was, “You give them something to eat!” God blessed the conference
with 362 attendees from 14 Mexico region

chapters. Some commented that it was like
the conferences in 1970s through which
many repented of their sins with tears.
They prayed to pioneer Cuba, Trinidad &
Tobago, Jamaica and Haiti.
Central America and Caribbean
Region conference was held on April 2-5
in Guatemala. The conference title was
“Come to me!” God blessed the conference with 111 attendees from 7 countries
(Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, El
Salvador, Costa Rica, Belize, Dominican
Republic). They were full of vision to reach
out to the 16 Caribbean countries.
Northern Latin America Region
conference was held on August 20-23
in Venezuela. The conference title was
“Everything is possible for him who
believes!” God sent 370 attendees, though
they expected 250 from 4 countries (Venezuela, Panama, Colombia and Ecuador).
P. Abraham Kim conferred a certificate
of ordination to three chapter directors
in Venezuela—Socrates Yupanqui (Valles
del Tuy), Jaime Delgado (Merida), Hugo
Hurtado (Maracaibo), and acting director
of Panama, Josue Maiker Gutierrez. Shep.
Gustavo Prato succeeded to M. Juan Seo
as a Caracas UBF chapter director in 2013.
His good influence brought all his families
and in-laws to his chapter. God blessed M.
Juan Seo and M. Juan Baik who coworked
beautifully during M. Juan Seo’s study in
USA and Juan Baik’s work in Venezuela.
2.

YOUTH CONFERENCES

God blessed the young people’s conferences in Europe and North America.
On August 6-9, European youth (age
18-25) had the Encounter conference with
110 attendants at Frankfurt, Germany.
The theme was “The Gospel.” North
America youth has the Well retreat near

Detroit, Michigan, on December 31, 2015–
January 3, 2016. Recently many young
leaders actively participate in their chapter, national, regional and international
conferences with leading roles.
3.

LEADERSHIP SUCCESSION

A) Continental coordinators: In 2015,
M. Peter Lee (Depok, Indonesia) succeeded M. Daniel Jeong as Asia Coordinator. In 2016, M. Caleb Han (St. Petersburg.
Russia) succeeded M. David Byun as CIS
coordinator. M. James Lee of Zimbabwe
succeeded M. Andrew Kim as the Africa
Coordinator. Pastor Walter Nett was
reelected for the second term (2016-2019)
as the European coordinator.
B) National coordinators: In 2015,
Shep. Edwar Ti succeeded M. Josue Ham
as Guatemala chapter director. Josue Ham
was appointed as the Central America and
Caribbean coordinator. Dr. Joshua Kim
succeeded Peter Lee as Indonesia coordinator. M. Mattew Lim succeeded M. Paul
Kwon as Mongolia coordinator. M. Andy
Ahn succeeded M. Joshua Hong as Singapore coordinator.
C) Chapter leaders: In 2015, Dr. Livingstone Kang succeeded Dr. Luke Lim
as the new director of Makerere chapter,
Uganda. M. Pavel Choi succeeded M.
Anna Kim as a new director of MISIS
chapter in Moscow, Russia for a term
of 2016-2020. M. Timothy Kang was
appointed as new director of Riga chapter
in Latvia.
D) HQ mission representatives: In
2015, M. John Kwon succeeded M. Isaac
Kim as representative to Africa.
4. Continental Coordinators’
Video Conference
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NEW GENERATION
On October 10, 2015, there was
the first online conference among the
continental coordinators to encourage
each other and share prayer topics and
opinions about the 2016 New Year’s continental directors conferences and World
Mission Report/missionaries-leaders’
conference that will be held on June 5-8 in
Korea.
5.

The First House Churches

God blessed three UBF chapters
planted by native missionaries to establish
the first house church in their ministries:
They are Istanbul, Turkey (director: Bladmir Point from Kiev, Ukraine), Lima,
Peru (director: Efrain Uriostegui Atanacio
from Mexico), and San Salvador, El Salvador (director: Isidro Puente Perez).
6. 2017 New Year’s Continental
Directors’ Conferences
•

Africa: December 16-18, 2016
(Johannesburg, South Africa)

•

Asia: January 5-7, 2017 (New
Delhi, India)

•

Europe : December 28-29, 2016
(Macedonia)

•

CIS : January 2-4, 2017 (Moscow,
Russia)

•

ME: December 23-25, 2016
(TBD)

•

Latin America: January 18-21,
2017 (Belize)

•

Oceania: January 2 -4, 2017 (Missionaries’ conference in Sydney,
Australia)

The UBF key verse of 2016 is “Let us
fix our eyes on Jesus” (Heb 12:1b-2). We
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pray for June 5-8, 2016 UBF world mission
report and missionaries-leaders’ conference in Korea. We pray that the gospel
light may reach out to all of the major
cities and campuses of 198 nations of the
world in our generation by sending out
100,000 missionaries.

SHORT TERM MISSIONS
BY ELIJAH PARK
(WASHINGTON D.C.)
Shep. Grace Jun and Anna Seo went
to Uganda as short term missionaries for
2 months during the summer break. They
served Bethesda Medical Clinic as well
as Kampala UBF Sunday worship services as a music team. Courtney Rinehart
(Chicago) went to Podil UBF, Ukraine, as
a messenger for its Summer Bible conference at Carpathian Mountains, staying for
two weeks in Ukraine.

WORLD MISSION
NEWSLETTERS
BY KEVIN ALBRIGHT
(CHIEF EDITOR)

tors conferences in Dec.2014-Jan.2015
around the world. In addition, annual
2014 reports came from 5 departments:
Education (Ron Ward), World Mission
(Jose Ahn), New Generation (Abraham
Vucekovich, Isaac Choi), Christian Unity
(David Kim, Sam A. Lee), Daily Bread
(James Joung). There was also a CME
Ministry report by Dr.John Jun, and 4
committee reports: Medical Mission (Paul
Koh), UBF History (Charles Kim), Web
Management (James Ahn), International
HQ Web News (Elijah Park). Finally, there
were 3 mission representative reports:
Africa (Isaac H. Kim), Asia (Jacob Lee),
Europe (Paul Hong), and North America
(Mark Vucekovich).
The second newsletter (24 pages) was
for Campus Night at Chicago UBF held on
March 6, 2015. There was a welcome by P.
Abraham Kim, an opening address by M.
Jacob Lee, two special lectures by Mark
Vucekovich and Kevin Albright and two
testimonies by Jim Rabchuk and Moses
Noah. P. Ron Ward concluded with Challenges and Vision for Campus Ministry.

2015 WELL
REPORT
BY AUGUSTINE
PARK

“ for behold, the
kingdom of God
is in the midst of you” – Luke
17:21b (ESV)

C

alling to the Kingdom. That was
the title for the Well retreat in
2015. It was held over a four-day
weekend from December 31 into
the new year until January 3. The retreat
was at a familiar place, the Faholo Conference Center, near Detroit, MI. This yearly
retreat is usually tailored to college students but God’s grace knows no bounds.
Many people outside of their college years
were able to attend including several
high school students from New York, St.
Louis, and Chicago. There was also a good
number of families and older people who
graciously came to support the Well. We
also had great representation from a few
chapters in Canada. In total, about 140
people attended the retreat.
The Well retreat was designed to cover
the calling to God’s kingdom through four

sub-themes spread across the four days
and through four Spirit-filled messages.
The first night, Thursday, Pastor Kevin
Albright from Chicago UBF spoke on the
theme, “Calling to the Table”. He spoke on
Matthew 22:1-13, the Parable of the Wedding Banquet. His message focused on the
initial calling from God to all of us to come
to the wedding banquet for his son, Jesus.
God calls us to His kingdom, but first, we
must accept the invitation to come, accept,
and follow Jesus. The second night, Dr.
Crystal Shannon-Morla from Triton UBF
spoke on Hosea 2:14-20 for the next theme,
“Calling to Intimacy”. She helped us focus
on the next step after accepting the invitation to Jesus’ wedding banquet: growing in
intimacy with God through a relationship
full of love and trust. God desires that full
personal relationship with each of us that
we can be the son or daughter that was
always meant for us. The third night, Paul
Toh from Hyde Park UBF spoke on the
third theme, “Calling to Community”. The
accompanying passage was 1 Corinthians
12:12-26. His message helped us see the
wonderfully diverse body of Christ that
God desires and designs in the church
community. We were convicted of our own
weaknesses in not wanting to worship and
work with others in the church that had

Two online newsletters and no hard
copies were published in 2015, which were
posted at ubf.org. Many thanks to Msn.
Deborah Lim for her creative graphics
design artistry and hard work to make
these newsletters. Thanks also to all the
article contributors.
The first newsletter (39 pages) was
titled Directors Conferences & Annual
Reports. It included year end Direc-

Well 2015

different styles or different “roles” in the
body. On the final day, our guest speaker,
George Koch from New Jerusalem Church
on the west side of Chicago, was intended
to give a message on the final sub-theme,
“Calling to Love Others”. Unfortunately, his
message was more on the holiness of God
and Rabbi Jesus. Fortunately, though, it was
still a powerful talk and we were convicted
that we did not fully respect and fear the
holiness of the Lord. We also learned how
much God speaks to us through the Old
Testament in support of the New. After
George’s message, he led us in a moving
liturgical communion.
At the retreat on Saturday, there were
three workshops: Prayer, What is Worship, and On Fostering Loving Relationships Between the Church and LGBTQ
Members. They were all well-attended and
the moderators worked hard on preparing
them with much prayer. These workshops
helped us think more deeply about topics
that we glanced over either because of their
supposed familiarity or unfamiliarity. They
also provided a start to the important conversations and can hopefully lead to future
talks and workshops.
The retreat was also blessed with great
prayer and
worship,
thoughtful
Bible studies, times to
silently reflect
with God,
group games
and activities,
and overall
good fellowship with one
another. It was
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definitely Spirit-led and executed successfully only though God’s grace. The retreat
was the culmination of a lot of prayer and
preparation from a wonderful, dedicated
group of servants. It was encouraging to
have so many young leaders (and new leaders) participating in the planning. And they
came from all over the Chicagoland area
such as Triton, West Loop, and Hyde Park.
Monthly meetings were held at different
Bible houses in different chapters. There
were weekly group prayers on Sunday evenings. Smaller committees met frequently
to work on the theme and sub-themes, program, registration, workshops, media and
relationships among so many other parts
that made up the Well retreat. There was
also a strong team of senior advisors that
provided practical prayer support. We’re
especially thankful for Pastor Abraham
Kim’s support for the Well.
The Well team is thankful for all of
the chapters across North America that
prayed for the retreat and tried their best
to send attendees. Though 2015 is over, the
team will start to pray for God’s direction
on the next Well retreat soon. A blessed
retreat is the largest goal but the raising of
the next generation of leaders and disciples
is just as important for it’s as much about
the journey as it is the finish line. May the
Lord grant the team new leaders and support from even more chapters across North
America and may He give a grand vision
for the next retreat and beyond.
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2.

“First Catechism” by Great
Commission Publication

Preparation: In order to get some
information about whether a chapter
has CBF or not, number of children, and
teachers, curriculum, other urgent need
or advice and so on, from each chapter,
we conducted a survey via Google and
mail, on Feb. to June on 2015.

CBF REPORT
BY ISAAC CHOI
“Love the Lord your God with
all your heart and with all
your soul and with all your
strength.”
“And Jesus grew in wisdom and
stature, and in favor with God
and man.” (Dt 6:5, Lk 2:52)

P

raise and thank God who sent his
one and only Son for our salvation. We thank God for teaching
us to love Him with our whole
being so that we can maintain father and
son relationship forever. God helped us to
grow in the words of God with our minds
and hearts last year. In 2015, we launched
“Teacher and Parent Education (T&P E)”
in North America.
Purpose: Everyone knows that
teacher’s role and quality are the most
essential to the students. However, there
is one more important element, parents
in spiritual education for growing children. According to our 30 plus years
experience of children ministry in Chicago, we found that parent’s influence and
role in laying the foundation of spirituality in their children is most important to
have a successful youth ministry, . With
these two focuses, teacher and parent,
we prepared several power-point lectures
for both of them. So it is called as “T&P

E”. Simply speaking these lectures talk
about what teachers and parents are, and
that their roles are, how to improve their
foundations and influence, what kind
of relationship those have with our life
of faith as well as mission from biblical
stand point.
Method:
1.

Visit chapter to give lectures for
teachers and parents.

2.

Distribute educational books to
teachers and parents. (Let them
read, learn and utilize in their
ministry and home)

Lectures:
1.

“The godly family in world mission” (Ge 1:28)—-relationship
between family & world mission

2.

“Children ministry” (Lk 2:52)—the purpose of children ministry
& how to do it with what

3.

4.

“Family discipleship” (Dt 6:57)—-why do we need family
discipleship & how to do it
“Teacher’s self-development”
(1Pe 5:2-4)—-teacher’s role &
how to improve it

Educational books:
1.

“Visionary parenting” by Dr.
Rob Rienow

Chapter Visit and presentation:
1.

London, UK (4/18-19)—- lecture
3,2

2.

Mid-Atlantic region SBC (7/2326)—- lecture 2

3.

Washington (7/27)—-lecture 1

4.

Milwaukee (8/26-28)—- lecture
1,2,3,4

5.

UMKC (10/16-18)—- lecture 1,2,3

6.

Denver (10/20-21)—- lecture 1,2,3

7.

Colorado Springs (10/21)—- visited

8.

St. Louis (10/23-25)—- lecture 1,2,3

9.

University of Illinois at Urbana
(10/25)—- visited

ture 3,2
11. Cleveland (11/9)—- lecture 3
12. Akron (11/10)—- visited
13. Pittsburgh (11/11)—- visited
14. Philadelphia (11/11-13)—- lecture
1,2,3
15. Shippensburg (11/13-15)—- lecture
1,2,3

Through 2015 T&P E we realized
that our visiting, sharing and praying encouraged our chapters that are
one or two family ministry as well
as multi-family ministry with our
common goal for world campus evangelism. Particularly T&P E is new to
them. However, it is in the Bible and
from the Bible, just we haven’t preach.
We are very much encouraged by
positive responses which we received
through this education, although it
has been long overdue in our ministry.
May God make our families strong based
on biblical stand point so that our church
become strong in serving world campus
mission.

10. Springfield, IL (10/26-27)—- lecUBF DIRECTORS CONFERENCES 23

committee report
CME Ministry Report by John Jun

CME MINISTRY 2015
“And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert
and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.” (Eph 6:18)

Dr. John Jun had CME ministry in
Philippines, Brunei, Hong Kong, Mongolia, Japan, Guadalajara in Mexico and LA
area. Dr. Samuel H. Lee had in chapters
in Africa, Canada area and Milwaukee

Minister

Date

in USA. Dr. Mark Yang had in Germany,
Canada. Dr. Moses Chung had in Depok
of Indonesia, Philippines UBFs. Missionary David Kim had CME ministry at
Bonn UBF, Jew Jersey UBF and Macquarie

UBF in Australia. Dr. Augustine Suh had
in LA UBF.

Dr. John
Jun

Chapter/Director

Bible

Attendants

Prayer Topics

UPIB, Phi.
Dr. Paul Koh

Ephesians 1 Lecture
& Testimony Sharing
SWS message

16 UP Native students,
M. Paul Koh

1)Graceful English message,
2)Master English, 3)Research for
his major, 4)Grace Koh to join
Laguna ministry

Manila, Phi./ William Altobar

Ephesians 1, Galatians
5, SWS Message

3 chapter directors
and wives, total 20
Native: 40

1)SWS Message, 2)disciple making,
3)construction of Antipolo center

Quezon, Phi./
John S. Jeong

Ep 1,2; Gal 1:16-24
Lecture & Testimony,
SWS Message

John & Sarah Jeong,
Paul Koh, Monica Kim,
Hannah Jeong

1)SWS Message, 2)raise ancestor
of faith, 3) Hannah Jeong’s health

5/11-17

Brunei

Ephesians 1, 2, 3, Galatians, SWS Message

5 Persons

One leader raising

5/18-23

Hong Kong/
Angela Kim

Ephesians 1, 2 Galatians Lectures & Testimony, SWS message

Native shepherds and
missionaries

1)7 shepherds’ message, 2)
pioneering 1,000 Uni. In China, 3)
an ancestor of faith in UST, 4) M.
Angela Kimn

Native shepherds &
missionaries

1)Message of Mongol shepherd,
2)to love one another as Jesus
has loved, 3)Mongol directors for
each chapter

4/25-28
4/28-5/3

5/4-10

5/25-30
Dr. John
Jun

Ulaanbaatar,
Mon./ 3chapters

Ep 1,2; Gal 5 Lectures
& Testimony, SWS
Message

6/1-3

Mishima, Japan/
Thomas Kang

Ep 1 Lectures & Testimony,, Galatians 5

Thomas & Sarah Kang

1)healing of Thomas Kang’s Parkinson’s disease and supporting
family

6/4-6

Sizuoka, Japan/
Joseph Seo

Ep 1 Lectures & Testimony,

Joseph Seo & Maria
Seo

1)SWS Message, 2)One leader

Ep 1 & Galatians 5 Lectures & Testimony, Paul
Chung(Ch) lecture

East Sea UBF(Ab &
Hannah Park, Sinjyo Choi, Mark &
Lydia Kim), Gayho
UBF(Jeremiah and Liz
Kim)

1)SWS Message, 2)raising disciples
by 1:1, 3)raising ancestors of faith

Daniel & Rebekah Choi

1)Daniel’s faith, 2)carrying God’s
mission

Dr. Paul & Pauline
Cho, Esther Kang, Eun
Reung Ja

1)Paul Cho’s SWS message, 2)Paul
Cho may get a job, 3)four children
to be shepherd, 4)raising one Ab.
Of faith, 5)first daughter for Uni.,
6)Ojawa’s spiritual restoration

6/5-7

6/9

6/8-14
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Tokai, Japan/
Abraham Park

Utsunomiya, Japan/ Daniel Choi
Sendai, Japan/ Dr.
Paul Cho

Ep 1 & Galatians 5 Lectures & Testimony
Ep 1,2 & Galatians Lectures & Testimony, Paul
Chung’s church history
lecture, SWS Message

6/15-16

Kanazawa, Japan/
Moses Hong

Ep 1, Galatians Lectures & Testimony

Moses Hong, Rebecca
Hong

Univ. of Kanazawa

6/17-18

Osaka, Japan/
Barnabas Kang

Ep 1&2, Galatians 5
Lectures & Testimony

Barnabas & Ann Kang,
native students

Pioneering medical school

6/19

Gifu, Japan/ Paul
Kown

Ep 1 & 2 Lectures &
Testimony

Paul & Maria Kwon

6/20-21

Gifu, Japan/ west
area directors’
conf.

Ep 1 & Gal 5:16-24
Lectures & Testimony,
SWS Message

Kanazawa, Suita, Gifu
and Osaka directors,
Ab. Noji & Sarah Joji

1)each chapter for 1 Ab. Of faith,
2)each director for powerful
message, 3)2nd Gen to be spiritual
leaders

6/22-24

Fusioka, Japan/
Joseph Choi

Ep 1 &2 Lectures &
Testimony

Joseph & Naomi Choi,
2 daughters

1)to bear difficulties by faith in job,
2)take up the cross of mission
daily

6/25-26

Nagasaki, Japan/
Dr. David Jun

Ep 1 & Gal 1 Lectures &
Testimony

Dr. David & Sarah Jun
(3 sons & 4 daughters)

1)for one Ab. Of faith, 2)for lifegiving SWS message, 3)to win the
victory over the professor job

6/26-30

Tokyo

Ep 1 &2, Galatians
Lectures & Testimony,
SWS Message, Church
History by Paul Chung

27 missionaries & native shepherds

8/24-30

Guadalajara,
Mexico/ Timothy
Rhee

Timothy & Hannah
Ep 1 & 2, Gal 5 Lectures Rhee, Marcos Jung,
& Testimony, SWS
Gideon Kim, Elizabeth
Kim, Challenger Song,
Message,
Susanna Song, natives

10/18-26

LA, USA/ John
Kwon

Ep 1 & 2, Gal 5 Lectures
& Testimony, SWS
40 Missionaries & naMessage, Children
tive, SWS message
Education

10/27

Cerritos, USA/
Abraham Jeong

Group Bible study

Abraham & Sarah
Jeong, 6 missionaries

10/30

West LA, USA/
Paul Chin

Group Bible study

6 Missionaries & native
shepherds

4/1-4

Zambia, Af/ Nehe1 Jn 1-2
miah Kim

11/5-8

Philippines

Jn 1 life testimony, mission report

Milwaukee, USA/
Paul Dang

1Pe 4 SWS message

12/14-20

Toronto, Ca/ each
chapter visiting

1Jn 1-2, life testimony,
mission report, SWS
message

York, North York, St.
George, Toronto, Humber, Ryerson

12/26-27

Montreal, Ca/ Andrew Christopher

Jn 1. Life testimony,
mission report

Missionaries & native
shepherds

12/301/3

Ottawa, Ca/
Samuel G. Lee

1Jn 1-2, life testimony,
mission report

Missionaries & native
shepherds

August

Heidelberg, Bonn,
Cologne

Titus, house church
series,

30 missionaries and
native shepherds

1)Biblical view of marriage, 2) raising young leaders

11/13-14

Hamilton, Ca/
Paul Chang

Titus, two books
presentation, SWS
message (He 1:1-3)

London UBF & Guelph
UBF join

1)to make deeper root in the gospel, 2)to live Christ-centered life

11/19

Ottawa, Ca/
Samuel G. Lee

Titus, two books presentation

Missionaries & native
1)to live Christ-centered life, 2)
shepherds (Algonquin,
become like Jesus
Rideau, Ottawa)

11/26

Montreal, Ca/ Andrew Christopher

Titus

Missionaries & native
shepherds

11/29-30

Toronto, Ca/
Joshua Lee

Titus

GTA, Hamilton, Guelph, 1)Christ-centered life, 2)to know
Ottawa
Christ

Dr. Samuel 11/27-29
H. Lee

Dr. Mark
Yang

Message
Disciple Training
1)keeping early morning prayer, 2)
solve factory problem, 3)disciple
making ministry

1)to experience God’s life, 2)to
grow in gospel-centered faith
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committee report

UBF History Committee by Charles Kim

UBF HISTORY IS THE PART
OF GOD’S HISTORY
6 lectures of history
Depok, Indonesia/
of Christianity, SWS
Peter Lee
Message

Missionaries & native
shepherds

1)to have more CME in the future,
2)Indonesia to be the center of
world mission

10/17-18

Philippines UBF

Early church history

Paul Koh (LPLB),
Monica Kim(Baguio),
UP Dilima (Sarah
Jeong, Hannah Jeong,
John Jeong)

1)for continuation of CME, 2)to focus on the value of each sheep, 3)
to focus on spreading the gospel

1/9-15

Macquarie, Australia/ Mark Lee

“Spirituality of the
Cross”, SWS message,
effective Bible study

5 missionary families

To serve others in focusing on the
cross of Jesus

New Jersey, USA/
John Park

Life testimony, IUPUI
pioneering vision,
“Spirituality of the
Cross”, “Spirituality of
the Mission”, “Effective Fishing and Bible
study”

Missionaries, 2ne Gen,
native shepherds, total
78

1)to be the kingdom of priests
and a holy nation, 2)for practical training, 3)to inherit spiritual
heritage

9/16-18

Bonn, Ge/ Peter
Chang

“Effective Fishing and
Bible Study”

Missionaries & native
shepherds

1)give our hearts to fishing and
1:1, 2)to pioneer 1700 campuses
in Europe

12/10-14

LA, USA/ John
Kwon

“Doctrine of salvation”,
“Doctrine of church”

Missionaries & shepherds

1)reconciliation, 2)love each other

5/10-19
Dr. Moses
Chung

David Kim

Dr. Augustine Suh

7/21-23

1. INTRODUCTION

History Committee hosted Campus Night in
March 6, 2015 with Education Committee. The
committee will host the Mexico Night in March
4, 2016. I attended the Asian Directors Conference and encouraged the attendants to have a
sense of history and write chapter history in
God’s time.
2. REVIEW OF 2015

A. Campus Night
As UBF grows more than 50 years, UBF
consists of all walks of life. Its members age

efficient and effective way of carrying it out as a
church. The presentation was published in the
special Newsletter. All the materials were posted
on the history web site as well.
B. Asian Directors Conference
This year I chose to join the Asian Directors conference. Through this I will meet many
national directors/coordinators from Asia and
encourage them to write history. Someday I want
to invite one country to Chicago and present its
history.
C. Anniversaries
UBF has chapter over 100 countries. Many
chapters have the age more than 30 years. Some
chapter directors have a sense of history and celebrate its anniversaries. For example, the Washington chapter in USA held a ceremony for 40th
anniversary. The Nagasaki in Japan also held a
ceremony for 25th anniversary. It is an opportunity to write the chapter history. Gwanak I
in Korea published its own history for the last
40 years. I pray that more chapters do the same
according to their situation.
D. Web site

Campus Night

site.

We have added more materials to the web

from babies to great grandparents. In fact one
founder Sarah Barry approaches 90 years old.
As the demography changes, UBF faces its own
challenge in carrying out campus mission where
students are mostly in early twenties. Through
this event we reviewed campus mission in various organizations including UBF and explored

Clockwise: CME in Tokyo/ Bonn / New Jersy/ Philippines , 2015
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mission report

North America Mission Report by Mark Vucekovich

THE WORK OF GOD IN NORTH AMERICA

I

n 2015 our UBF ministry key verse was:
“For God, who said, ‘Let light shine
out of darkness,’ made his light shine
in our hearts to give us the light of the
knowledge of God’s glory displayed in the
face of Christ” (2Co4:6). We prayed that,
in the midst of whatever sufferings we
may be going through, we might really see
God’s glory in Christ and be strengthened
and inspired.
Here is a brief overview of our North
American ministries last year.
New chapters in 2015: Tampa, FL
(David & Praise Cho); Washington State
U. (Isaiah & Dream Lim); Baltimore III
(Andrew & Joanna Park). *Besides these
new chapters, Joseph & Grace Jung’s
family went from ChongRo3 in Korea to
Halifax, Nova Scotia. Let’s pray for these
families in new mission fields. *Also,
DuPage UBF received Jason & Anastasia
Perry’s family (NJ) and Isaac Baek’s family (Wilmington, NC); *Milwaukee UBF
received Peter Kim’s family (Iowa City);
*LAUBF received Andrew Kim’s family

(Sacramento). Let’s also pray for these
families as they co-work in these chapters.
Closed chapters in 2015: Iowa City, IA;
Wilmington, NC; Sacramento, CA; U. de
Montreal.
University students at Sunday worship services (2015 weekly averages):
Based on the reporting we received, the
top ten chapters with the highest average numbers of undergrads on Sundays:
Chicago—91; El Camino—75; Washington—37; Los Angeles—20; Hyde Park,
Chicago—16; St. George—16; New York—
15; Springfield, IL—14; Toronto—14;
North York—12. Altogether, Canada had
a weekly average of 118 students, and the
USA, 430; our total weekly average of
undergrads in North America was 548.
Thank God especially for all our small
house church ministries struggling to
bring students to worship God together in
their homes. Even as we minister to all the
members in our local UBF communities,
let’s pray that we can continue reaching
out on campus and develop studentfriendly environments in our local chap-

North America staff conference, June 2015
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ters, full of God’s
love and God’s
word, where college students can grow as
Jesus’ disciples.
Easter: Here are just a few highlights
of our Easter celebrations: Montreal
UBF had 41 attendants with several newcomers; the Great Lakes Region had 72
attendants; IIT & Loyola UBF ministries
(Chicago) had 61 attendants, with ten LU
students and four IIT students; Milwaukee UBF brought eleven new students. In
2016 may God pour out his Spirit on our
Easter celebrations and enable us to proclaim the good news of Jesus’ death and
resurrection.
Annual staff conference: In June 160
people, staff and their wives, gathered at
Colorado State University to study Philippians in five lessons and to hear a special
lecture from Pastor Stephen Lutz. Our
staff conference title was: “The Surpassing
Worth of Knowing Christ.” Everyone was
blessed through the Bible studies and fellowship. So as not to interfere with sum-

mer conferences, from 2016 we will hold

our annual staff conference in August.
May God continue to inspire and equip
our staff to lead students to Jesus and help
them grow as his disciples.
Summer conferences: Here are some
highlights: Canada UBF’s conference
had 288 attendants, with the title: “Faith
That Pleases God”; Los Angeles UBF
had 107 attendants, with the title: “Walk
Before Me”: the mid-Atlantic Region had
over 200 attendants, with the title: “The
Kingdom of God is at Hand”; the Midwest/Missouri Valley Regions had 604
attendants, with the title: “Follow Me”;
New York’s summer conference title was:
“Come To Me!” At all these conferences
there were Bible messages, group Bible
studies, reflection writing and sharing,
and life testimonies, as well as mission
reports. God’s word, his Spirit and love
challenged, refreshed and inspired us all
to pray for one another, for our campuses
and nation, and for the world.
Special meetings: In March Chicago
UBF hosted Campus Night in March to
learn about the importance and history of
campus ministry; also in March NJUBF
had their 25th anniversary celebration; in
August there was a UIC Student Conference; in September Canada UBF had a
Labor Day Discipleship Workshop; Chicago UBF hosted a House Church Symposium in September, as well as
Dr. Samuel Lee’s
Memorial Service in October
and the Leadership Development Workshop
in November;
at their Harvest Festival
in November
Washington UBF
had their 40th
anniversary celebration.
North

American missionaries: At our summer
conferences we could see that God has
been blessing, growing and using the missionaries sent out from North America.
Washington UBF heard from the following: Susan Lee (Germany), Sarah Yun Jr.
(China), Grace Chun and Anna Seo Jr.
(Uganda), Allison Haga (Taiwan), Charles
Renquena (Belize) and Philip Brown (China). Midwest/Missouri Valley UBF heard
from: Heather Kumanichliev (Bulgaria),
Ruth Thompson (St. Petersburg, Russia),
and John Peace (Podil, Ukraine), as well
as others. Montreal UBF sent Luke Hong
Jr. to Uganda. Sarah Lomahan served in
Zambia. Hannah and Paul Kuper joined
Don Kuper in Korea. Let’s keep praying for all the missionaries sent from
North America UBF, and that God would
continue to call and send missionaries
through us, both short-term and permanent.
Continuing Missionary Education
(CME): In 2015 Dr. John Jun and Dr.
Mark Yang both visited missionaries
throughout North America to have Bible
studies with them, and coworkers were
strengthened and encouraged wherever
they went. Thank God for their diligent
Bible teaching, prayers and love. Isaac &
Rebecca Choi also visited several places in
North America last year to help families
in the Christian education of their children.
Ten weddings in 2015: Francis Choi &
Theresa Sung (Chicago/London, Ontario);
Sam Altobar & Heather Stanke (Philippines/Hyde Park, Chicago); Troy Segale &
Sarah Seo (LA/Waterloo); Nate Turnock
& Marie Juarez (Philadelphia/Chicago);
Vihn Nguyen & Francesca Park (Milwaukee/ Chicago); Tor & Lydia (Edmonton/
Ottawa); Matthew Sohn & Deborah
Chang (Korea/Edmonton); Leibins Rivas
& Diana Guzman (Venezuela/Chicago);
Matt Groters and Lucy Wu (Chicago);
Michael Lanier & Hershey Del Rosario (St.
Louis/Antipolo, Philippines). Let’s pray for
these precious new couples as they build
their marriages on the lordship of Christ

and serve him together.
Personal visiting ministry: In January I visited Deborah Lee in Chennai,
India. She also came to visit us in Chicago
in June/July. Through her, John Albright
was hired in August to work for a year
as a tutor in Chennai, and they began
having Genesis group Bible studies on a
campus in Chennai on Sundays. In January, after visiting India UBF, I visited
local house church ministries in Beijing,
China. I was inspired by their worship
and sincerity toward God’s word. Afterwards, I attended the Asian Directors’
conference in Singapore and the Mideast
Directors’ conference in Turkey. In Singapore it was good to see Ison, Vincent and
Eileen from Malaysia, and Steve Haga and
Philip Brown. I was also encouraged by
the house church ministry of Point and
Rebekah in Turkey. In August Kathy and
I visited Austin UBF and MSU UBF, in
September, New York UBF, in November,
New Albany UBF, and in December, Toledo UBF. We were especially encouraged
to see Rocky and Theresa Myall’s family thriving at MSU. Thank God for his
people in every place who love him and
his word and who love North American
young people.
PRAYER FOR 2016:

Our UBF ministry key verse for this
year is Hebrews 12:1b,2: “And let us run
with perseverance the race marked out
for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set
before him he endured the cross, scorning
its shame, and sat down at the right hand
of the throne of God.” In our lives each of
us face so many distractions, hindrances
and discouragements. May God inspire us
all in this new year to fix our eyes on Jesus
and run the race of faith with perseverance and joy, believing in God’s promise
of the heavenly glory and victory that
await us.
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Special Lecture

Special Lecture ” by Changwon Kim (Gwanak I staff )

TRINITARIAN PNEUMATOLOGY FOR THE
FORMATION OF HOLY COMMUNITY

W

hat does it mean to experience the Holy Spirit? What
work does the Holy Spirit
want to do? What work is
he doing in the present? Who is the Holy
Spirit? In order to answer to these questions, we should go back to the Bible. How
does the Bible answer those questions?

1. The Holy Spirit is God: a Person
of the Trinity : The Bible teaches us that
God’s personal attributes are His immanent and eternal works(ad intra). The
personal attribute of the Father God is
fatherhood(or non-begottenness). The
personal attribute of the Son is filiation.
The personal attribute of the Holy Spirit is
procession(or spiration). The Father God
eternally works as the God who begets.
The Son God eternally works as the God
who is begotten and the Holy Spirit eternally works as the God who processes. The
Father God eternally gives life in him to
the Son so that his life may dwell in the
Son and also with the Son he gives his life
to the Holy Spirit so that his life may dwell
in the Holy Spirit(John 5:26). The Father
God knows and loves the Son God eternally even from before setting the foundation of the universe (Matt 11:27; John
17:24). The Holy Spirit searches the deep
things of the Father God (1 Cor. 2:10).
What can we conclude here? The Holy
Spirit is a person in the Triune God. As
the Father God is God, so the Son God is
God. As the Father God and the Son God
is God, so the Holy Spirit is God. The Holy
Spirit is God. Therefore, the Holy Spirit is
not an impersonal force or energy or power, but a personal Being; the God who has
personality. Of course, the Bible describes
the Holy Spirit with the image of water,
fire, wind, or dove. It is because God can
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manifest himself to man only through
the expression of anthropomorphism.
Through the window of such objects, we
should try to understand that the Holy
Spirit is God, but, if we are interested only
in the realm of our experience, we cannot
but have misunderstandings about the
Holy Spirit. 1 Cor. 2:10, 11 teach us that
the One who searches and knows the deep
things, inner thoughts of God (the Father
God) is the Holy Spirit. Acts 5:3,4 also
testify that the Holy Spirit is God.
Historically, the church had included
the fact that the Holy Spirit is God in the
confessions of faith. In A.D 325, at the
Nicaea Council, in A.D. 381, at the Constantinople Council, and in the Protestant
Reformers’ confession of faith, the Holy
Spirit had been consistently confessed as
God. Westminster Confession of Faith
adopted in July, A.D. 1643, also included
the confession about the divine nature of
the Holy Spirit.
It is a self-evident truth in the Bible that
the Holy Spirit is God in the Triune God,
but we neglect this fact too frequently. The
fact that the Holy Spirit is God teaches us
that He is worthy of receiving our worship
and praise. He is not the One whom we
can utilize as we want but whom we ought
to obey and follow.

2. The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Creation: The inward works of the Triune
God(ad intra) is inseparable from the
outward works(ad extra), but there is a
distinction between them. The outward
works of the Triune God in the will of
God are revealed in creation, preservation, and governance. God’s outward work
in his will is included within his eternal
counsel. The realization of the counsel of

God begins with
creation. God
created the universe by his Word and Spirit (Gen. 1:2-3;
Psalm 33:6, 104:29, 148:5; Job 26:13, 33:4;
Isa. 40:13; Zech. 12:1; John 1:3; Col. 1:16;
Heb. 1:2). As God the Father is Creator, so
the Word, the Son, Jesus, who came to this
earth as a man is Creator, and not only so,
the Holy Spirit is Creator.
The first mention of the Holy Spirit in
the Bible in relation to Creation is Genesis
1:2. Here, ‘hover’(lahap) in Hebrew, means
tremble or palpitate(Jer. 23:9; Isa. 63:7-14;
Deut. 32:10-11). This description points
to the works of the Holy Spirit, who preserves, guards, and cares for the heavens
and the earth created by God’s command
(barah). The Holy Spirit preserves, maintains, and cares for the creation of the
Father God and the Son God. The Holy
Spirit, God of order and harmony fills the
creation of the Father God and the Son
God with order and beauty. It is because
of the works of the Holy Spirit that we can
enjoy Cosmos instead of Chaos in this
world.
So, how would you like to live in awareness that the Holy Spirit is God and cares
for, preserves, and maintains this creation? For example, every May in Korea,
beautiful roses blossom. This is the result
of the Holy Spirit’s work of caring and
managing. If we think of the Holy Spirit’s
caring work when we see beautiful roses
blossom, we will not pass by it as a mere
accident. Even when we see a wild lily
blossom or a bird fly, we will be able to
think of the Holy Spirit’s caring work.
As we know well, God’s creation is
focused on the creation of man. Man is
the climax of God’s creation. Genesis 2:7
tells the creation of man. The breath of

life breathed by God made man a living
being. This doesn’t mean that man who
was formed out of dust became just a
being who can breathe. This also means
that man became a being into whom God
breathed his own breath. In the Old Testament, the Holy Spirit is described as the
breath of the Almighty (Job 33:6), or the
breath of his mouth (Psalm 33:6). The
Holy Spirit proceeds from God and gives
life to man and became the inner life principle in him. He is not the spirit of man or
a creature but the Spirit of God, the Holy
Spirit (Psalm 51:10-11; Isa. 63:10-11). As
breath comes out from our mouth, so the
Holy Spirit comes out (is breathed) from
the Father God and preserves all creatures’ life and especially gives life in man.
Originally, man enjoyed the indwelling of
the Holy Spirit. John Calvin, in his commentary of Genesis 1:27, expounded that
Adam experienced the Holy Spirit’s full
indwelling. This view is the common view
of Reformed theologians.
Man, who has the image of God and
the indwelling of the Holy Spirit received
governing stewardship over all creatures.
Psalm 8:5 says that man is not just a part
of all the creatures of God, but the crown
of his creation. Man was dearly loved by
God. This was the life-situation of Adam
and Eve.
There are two characteristics of God’s
creation. ‘Creation from nothing (creatio
ex nihilo)’ and ‘Creation from love (creatio
ex amor Dei).’ ‘Creation from nothing’
shows that there is infinite qualitative
distinction between Creator God and the
creation. Therefore, man cannot understand God by himself because he doesn’t
have an object of comparison in the created world. Man cannot obtain analogical
knowledge about God unless the Creator
opens and reveals himself to the created
beings. It is because man belongs to an
order totally different from God. God did
not give up such a qualitative difference
and at the same time, he opened himself
and revealed himself to us. The way he

opened himself was to give man full freedom to access all creation except the Tree
of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. We
call this “covenant.”(Hosea 6:7) Adam,
the first man, had a covenant relationship
with God. St. Augustine explained Adam’s
state through the contrast between Adam
and the Christ (Gen. 1-2; Rom. 5;12-21; 1
Cor. 15:22, 45-49) as “the state of integrity,” that is, the state ‘not to sin(posse non
peccare), and the state ‘not to die(posse
non mori). He thought that if Adam had
kept the covenant, he would have been
transferred to “the state of glory,” that
is, “the state of inability to sin(non posse
peccare), ” and to “the state of inability to
die(non posse mori).”

3. Man’s fall and the withdrawal of the
Holy Spirit’s indwelling: Adam broke the
covenant with God. He tried to be like
God. Because of rebellion and disobedience, sin came into the world and it spread
over the world. Man and the creation were
depraved totally. Due to the rebellion of
Adam who was created as the head of
mankind, sin has impacted all humankind. The depravity of man’s nature has
been inherited by all mankind through
man’s multiplication. Sin and death have
ruled over men in the process of man’s
birth and continual multiplication. Man
fell into two troubles; trouble by the corruption of nature and trouble by the governance of sin.
The corruption of nature is the destruction of God’s image. Man who had the
corruption of nature lost the knowledge
of knowing God (knowledge), came to
dislike God (emotion), and rebels against
God (will). In other words, this is the guilt
and pollution of sin. Guilt and the pollution of sin broke the relationship with God
by destroying the image of God, which is
righteousness and holiness. The consequence is suffering and death.
Since man sinned against God and fell
away from God, the indwelling of the Holy

Spirit was also withdrawn (Gen 6:3). However, despite man’s sin, God promised that
there would be God’s intimate indwelling
among men through the covenant with
him. In Exodus 25:1-9, God instructed
Israelites to build the tabernacle as God’s
dwelling place among them. After the tabernacle, the holy sanctuary was built, and
God was pleased to dwell among the Israelites making the tabernacle as his dwelling place (Exodus 33:7-11). This dwelling
was the dwelling through the Holy Spirit.
In the time of the Old Testament, even
though God dwelt among the Israelites,
each individual did not have the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. God worked in each
one through the Holy Spirit only when it
was necessary. However, God gave a new
covenant for man’s salvation (Jer. 31:31-33;
Ezek. 36:25-27; Luke 22:20; 1 Cor. 11:25;
Heb. 9:15). For this new covenant to be
given to mankind, “the mediator of a new
covenant” was required(Heb. 9:15).

4. The Holy Spirit comprising the life
of Jesus Christ, the mediator of the new
covenant (Pneumatological Christology):
(1) Being conceived by the Holy Spirit:
The Baby Jesus was conceived by the Holy
Spirit (Matt. 1:18-20; Luke 1:35). In order
to be worthy to be the mediator between
God and man, Jesus had to be perfect God
and at the same time sinless man. This is
the decisive meaning of Jesus’ conception
through the work of the Holy Spirit. Furthermore, the Holy Spirit dwells in Jesus
Christ (indwelling). The Bible teaches that
the Holy Spirit dwelling in Jesus, who is
the “Original” of redeemed man, and who
is sinless and true man, also dwells in all
believers who are the fruit of redemption
through Jesus’ completion of redemption.
This means that the Holy Spirit’s dwelling
in Jesus who is the head of new mankind
and true man is the starting point of
restoring the Holy Spirit’s dwelling in all
believers of Christ Jesus who is the Second
Adam who completed our redemption.
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(2) The Holy Spirit and Jesus’ childhood: Luke 2:40, 52 introduces the characteristics of Jesus’ childhood. Here, there is
no explicit mention of the Holy Spirit. But
wisdom is the gift of the Holy Spirit and
the grace of God resting upon Jesus is the
sole work of the Holy Spirit. This means
that Jesus’ childhood was also under the
strong care and leading of the Holy Spirit.
(3) The Holy Spirit and Jesus’ Baptism
in the Jordan River: According to the Gospel of Mark(1:9-11), when Jesus was baptized and came up out of the Jordan River,
it is said that 1) Jesus saw heaven being
torn open, 2) the Spirit descending on him
like a dove and that 3) a voice came from
heaven saying, “You are my Son, whom I
love; with you I am well pleased.” In short,
the baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River is
where Jesus, as the Son of God, is appointed to suffer as the Messiah, and where he
was sealed with the Spirit that he is the
one who brings the end times into the
midst of history in this world, and gives
the joy of salvation to sinners through
such sufferings.
(4) The Holy Spirit and Jesus’ test in the
desert: All four gospels show that there is
a correlation between the Holy Spirit and
Jesus’ test in the desert. In contrast to the
failure of the first Adam, Jesus’ victory in
overcoming Satan’s temptation and test
through the leading of the Holy Spirit can
be seen as foreshadow of Jesus becoming a
true mediator for sinners and accomplishing eschatological salvation.
(5) The Holy Spirit and Jesus in His
public life: The verse that explicitly shows
the relationship between the Holy Spirit
and Jesus in his public life is Luke 4:18-19,
where Jesus demonstrates the personality
of the Messiah in his inaugural address.
The work of driving out demons, healing
the sick, opening the eyes of the blind, the
calling of the twelve disciples, in every
kind of miracle that Jesus performed, it
can be said that such ministry took place
through the power of the Holy Spirit.
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(6) Jesus’ Cross and the Holy Spirit:
Jesus’ ministry aims directly to the cross.
All the Gospel authors testify to this. Jesus
walked with the Holy Spirit on the path
of suffering to the cross. The cross was the
ultimate purpose of his life (Mark 10:45).
Jesus did not come to be served but to
serve, and the pinnacle of his serving was
the cross. The Holy Spirit was with Jesus
at every moment of his life. Furthermore,
when Jesus hung on the cross, God the
Father experienced the pain of his Son in
the Holy Spirit, and the Son became the
perfect sacrifice without blemish in the
power of the Holy Spirit (Heb. 7:16, 9:14).
Therefore the Holy Spirit is the most reliable witness of the cross. The Holy Spirit,
who knows the deep heart of God, is the
one who knows the depth of the love of
God the Father who sacrificed his one and
only Son. Therefore, only the Holy Spirit
opens the heart of sinners and helps them
to accept God’s act of love (2Cor. 5:19), in
which he did not pour out wrath on sinners but reconciled us to him in Christ.
Only the Holy Spirit helps sinners to live
a life of faith and comes to dwell in their
hearts.

(Acts 1:5; 2:3,4) Here the situation of the
12 disciples is unique. They received the
Holy Spirit much later after they believed
in Jesus and were saved. But believers after
the Pentecost are different. They receive
the Holy Spirit when they believe in Jesus.

John 7:37-39 is the best passage in the
New Testament to show the relationship
between the Holy Spirit and the cross. In
John’s gospel, “glory” refers to the cross.
Only the apostle John describes the cross
as glory (John 17). Therefore, there is a
close relationship between Jesus’ crucifixion and the coming of the Holy Spirit.
The Holy Spirit is the perfect witness of
the cross of Jesus, and at the same time,
he was given to those who believe in Jesus
through the cross of Jesus. But since Jesus
was not yet glorified, the Holy Spirit was
not yet given to people. Here, do “people”
include the 12 disciples? I believe so. The
12 disciples believed in Jesus, and so they
were saved. According to Jesus, they were
clean (John 13:10). But even though they
believed in Jesus and were saved, the Holy
Spirit was not yet in them. Later they were
baptized into the Holy Spirit at Pentecost

5. The Holy Spirit applies the Salvation
which Christ acquired for us (Christological Pneumatology): The Holy Spirit is one
who witnesses the ministry and personality of Jesus in his crucifixion, resurrection and ascension. Fundamentally the
Holy Spirit who the saints receive is “the
Spirit of Jesus Christ”(Acts 16:7). Where
and when the gospel of Jesus Christ is
preached, taught and proclaimed, the
Holy Spirit is present therein, and where
there is the work of the Holy Spirit, there
Jesus Christ is manifested. We must
always remember that the Holy Spirit, one
person of the Trinity, became the Spirit
of Jesus. Apart from the Holy Spirit, no
one can confess that Jesus is the Lord, and
where Jesus is confessed as the Lord, there
the Holy Spirit is present. The Spirit never
works arbitrarily but works to accomplish
the application of salvation for believers

Then why is there such a difference in
receiving the Holy Spirit between the 12
disciples who were with Jesus and believers after Pentecost? The key to the solution is John 14:17. When we look at the
Greek Bible, the contrast in tense becomes
clear. The Holy Spirit now lives with the
disciples(menei), and will be in you(estai).
The Holy Spirit is the Counselor, who
lived with the 12 disciples and at the same
time the Counselor, who would come later. Therefore, the cross and the resurrection and the ascension brought dramatic
change in the way the Holy Spirit dwells.
The 12 disciples had a unique experience
of living with the Holy Spirit and then
having the indwelling of the Holy Spirit
later. But other believers will experience
only the indwelling of the Holy Spirit
when they believe.

upon acquiring salvation. This application
of salvation is first manifested in our individual selves, and at the same time in the
church community, the body of Christ.
First, let’s think about the coming of
the Holy Spirit and the beginning of God’s
indwelling with regard to the individual.
(1) Calling and Regeneration: Death that
the Bible speaks of can be divided into
three kinds. 1) Spiritual death, which
signifies separation from God, 2) death
which is separation of spirit and flesh, 3)
death which signifies humanity’s eternal
separation from God. According to Ephesians 2:1, we were people “dead in our
transgressions and sins.” In other words,
we were beings buried in total depravity.
The work of directing such beings to live
before God once again is the ministry of
the Holy Spirit. The Spirit is one who gives
life to human beings. Once a person hears
the gospel (calling), he or she lives a new
life (rebirth) through the Holy Spirit. The
result of this rebirth is faith. In the Holy
Spirit, we come to realize that Christ is the
righteousness for each sinner, and confess
faith in Christ.
(2) Justification and adoption: Through,
in and by Jesus Christ, God declares a
sinner righteous. Jesus who died for us,
became our wisdom, righteousness and
salvation (1 Cor. 1:30). By dying on the
cross, Jesus liberated “inclusive” beings
from the dominion of sin. This is passive obedience. In this way, Jesus allows
Christians not to experience second death.
At the same time, Jesus passes on the
righteousness he acquired by total obedience to those in sin. This is active obedience. To put it differently, Jesus removes
the responsibility of sin from the sinner
and passes on the righteousness he had
acquired on his own. These individual
sinners, though in reality are sinners,
are declared by God legally as righteous
(justificatio in foro dei). It is through the
Holy Spirit that this process of justification is carried out, as the Spirit awakens
our souls to have faith, and the fruit of

this faith is justification. The Bible confirms that we, through justification, are
the children of God. “The Spirit himself
testifies with our spirit that we are God’s
children.” (Rom. 8:16)
(3) Sanctification: Sanctification follows justification. Rebirth and justification
occurs immediately through the Holy
Spirit. Of course, our consciousness of this
rebirth might gradually come to be. But no
one can be partially, half-reborn. A person
is either reborn or not. The same applies
for justification and sanctification(Heb.
10:10, 14). It is called ‘double-grace’(duplex
gratia). But in the excise of sanctification
we need time. The Holy Spirit, having
begun an “indwelling” after our rebirth
and justification, is patient with our weaknesses, groaning and praying for us, all
the while creating in us love for God and
desire for Him. It is through this guidance
and ministry of the Holy Spirit that within
each person, a new inclination is brought
into existence, and the once broken image
of God becomes restored in full. However,
this process of sanctification must always
be understood within the certainty of justification. Justification is, firmly rooted in
the righteousness that Christ passed on to
our sinful self, gradually coming to realize the height, depth, breath of that love
of Christ through “wisdom and revelation
of the Holy Spirit” and struggling with
the power of sin and making every effort
to give ourselves to God (Rom. 6:12,13;
Phil. 2:12). It does not demand the will or
decision of a human being, nor synergism.
Faith that is awakened through the Holy
Spirit is always accompanied by thankfulness. Heidelberg Catechism Q & A 64: It is
impossible that those, who are implanted
into Christ by a true faith, should not
bring forth fruits of thankfulness. Thankfulness is living a life that pleases God
through doing good works. This is sanctification. At the same time, sanctification
is an “ethical” matter. A Christian’s sanctification deepens when we are sensitive
to sin and careful to practice obedience in

accordance with the will of God.
(4) Glorification: At the end of sanctification is glorification. Glorification is the
end and fulfillment to rebirth, justification
and sanctification. In other words, it is the
Trinitarian God dwelling within us in full.
However, this does not mean in any way
that a human being becomes god. God
is still eternally the Creator, and we are
eternally His creation. However, we have
received an invitation to enter into eternal
relationship with the eternal Creator God.
This is grace, and it should be our hope
in the process of our sanctification (Rom.
8:24,25). This hope anticipates Christ
coming again, making all Creation subject
to himself, and God may be all in all (1
Cor. 15:28).

6. The Baptism in the Holy Spirit
(BHS) vs. The Fullness of the Holy Spirit
(FHS): Titus 3:5-7 clearly express that the
regeneration and the BHS should be an
identical experience. If the regeneration
and the BHS are not different from each
other, what is the relationship between the
regeneration (i.e., the BHS) and the FHS?
Unless a man (i.e., a natural person)
is born again, he is not able to know God
or worship God in righteous way due to
the total depravity of his heart under the
influence of sin. A natural person cannot
wholly comprehend the will of God or do
the works that please God. A decisive evidence of this condition is that he ‘crucifies
Christ of glory’ and rejects the wisdom
and the will of God revealed in the gospel
regarding them as foolish things. This
type of heart found in a natural person
is called an unspiritual mind (νους της
σαρκος). (Col. 2:18). Here the mind is a
core element of man to perform the cognitive function of rightful understanding
and thinking, but the problem is that it
is malfunctioning because of sin, being
caught in a trap of fleshly lusts and sinful lusts. Thus man is incompetent to
understand and think about God’s love
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and grace revealed in the gospel correctly.
Such a condition of man is referred to as
“dead in transgressions and sins.”
However, Christians became a new
creature through ‘the renewal of the
Holy Spirit.’ They became the ones who
“have put on the new self, which is being
renewed in knowledge in the image of
its Creator.” (Col. 3:10) This means that
the BHS is an event by which a Christian
renews his understanding. A man who has
experienced the BHS, i.e., a reborn man
now thinks about himself in a new way.
In other words, he begins to think about
himself in his relationship with Christ,
new Lord of his life. Therefore, now the
result of the regeneration is that a man
became one who understands, realizes,
and discovers himself in Christ. This is
the new place for life that the Holy Spirit
creates.
The Holy Spirit unites Christ and
Christians, and makes them newly understand themselves in Christ. So reborn
Christians are now being invited to understand and seek God’s will and test everything to search for good things. “Be joyful
always; pray continually; give thanks in
all circumstances, for this is God’s will
for you in Christ Jesus. Do not put out the
Spirit’s fire; do not treat prophecies with
contempt. Test everything. Hold on to the
good. Avoid every kind of evil.” (1 Thess.
5:16-22) And the apostle Paul in Ephesians
5:15, as a premise for his encouragement
for the readers to ‘be filled with the Spirit,’
says “be very careful, then, how you livenot as unwise but a wise.”
Therefore, living the FHS life means
that we discern, understand, find, and do
the will of God in specific situations of
our lives through the guidance of the Holy
Spirit given to us at the time of regeneration. Then how could we live a life of the
FHS discerning, understanding, finding,
and doing the will of God in specific situations in our lives?
We can get an interesting result about
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this issue through parallel reading of
Ephesians 5:17-21 and Colossians 3:1517. Here, the FHS is not different from
being filled with the Word of God and
receiving guidance [from the Spirit). This
clearly reflects the traditional teaching the
Reformed churches have about the relationship between the Holy Spirit and the
Word of God. The Holy Spirit works with
the word of God(cum verbo).
Our spiritual ancestors referred to two
aspects of the life we live in accordance
with the Holy Spirit’s leading. One aspect
was called “mortificatio sui”(dying to
self, i.e., repentance) because it involved
ceaselessly dying to the sinful desires in
ourselves “death of self” (Romans 6:11;
8:13), and the other was called “vivificatio in Spiritu”(vivification in the Spirit,
i.e., faith) as it involved coming alive by
being inclined to life and righteousness in
the Holy Spirit (Romans 6:11, 13). So the
healthy Christian life is characterized by
‘from repentance to faith, from faith to
repentance, from repentance to faith and
so on.
If we are consciously alert to keep these
two aspects in our lives, a fuller, dynamic
works of the Holy Spirit will overtake us.
This life is one that bears the fullness of
the Holy Spirit and in this kind of life we
bear fruits of the Spirit, about which Galatians 5:22, 23 says there are 9 kinds (love,
joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control). In order for us to live a life that bears
these fruits of the Spirit, God has granted
us “means of the grace”. This is the hearing Word of God (preaching) and the
seeing Word of God (Communion). The
Spirit always works in accordance with
the Word of God (cum verbo) to grant
the children of God the grace that Christ
acquired in abundance. For this reason,
the prayer we pray in the Holy Spirit is
very important(Eph. 6:18; Jude 1:20).

7. The Spirit Creates Community(The

Spirit and the Gift: for an individual or
for a community?): There are many gifts
but one body. The gifts are the presents
from the sovereign Spirit. The presents are
given for a distinct objective. The Spirit
gives the gifts to make up and furnish the
Church, which is the house of the Spirit.
In 1 Corinthians 12:8-11, the gifts given
by the Spirit include the word of wisdom,
the word of knowledge, faith, the gift of
healings, the working of miracles, prophecy, discerning of spirits, diverse kinds of
tongues, and the interpretation of tongues.
In 1 Corinthians 12:28, the gifts include
apostles, prophets, teachers, miracles, gifts
of healing, helping, administration, and a
diversity of tongues. In Romans 12:6-8,
the list includes prophesying, serving,
encouraging, contributing to the needs of
others, leadership, and showing mercy. In
Ephesians 4:11, it includes apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers. In 1
Peter, it includes speaking the very words
of God and serving.
The listed gifts can be divided into
two categories: official and non-official.
The former includes apostles, prophets,
teachers, pastors, and preachers while
the latter includes faith, healings, working of miracles, prophecy, interpretation,
and discerning of spirits. Both aspects
of the gifts are useful for establishing the
Church. Therefore, the gifts essentially
are community-oriented. They aim at
establishing the Church, which is the body
of Christ. Since the establishment of the
Church community is the main point of
the gifts, there is no order of rank among
the gifts. The gifts are merely the presents
given according to the sovereign will of
the Spirit. If one received the present, he
or she has only to use it for the Church
with joy. This is the reason why all the
gifts can function properly on the basis of
love. Each person possessing gifts must
start in love and finish in love (Rom. 12:38; 1 Peter 4:10-11; 1 Cor. 13:1ff; Eph. 4:16).
When each of the gifts fully reveals the
nature of love, the body will be established

and the fellowship of the believers (communio sanctorum) realized in its entirety.
Although each of the gifts are equally
aimed in the direction of serving, they do
not depart from the center – “the word
of God” (the gospel), the true sign of the
Church. When we utilize the gifts, it is
absolutely important that we are led by
the word of God. We must discern the
gifts under the leading and instruction
of the word. In particular, “prophecy”
as mentioned in the New Testament was
another expression for “preaching” at that
time. Based on such understanding, the
Church in 2 - 3 AD placed importance on
the prophecy of the Bible as divine revelation. It was the general opinion at the
time. Prophecy as divine revelation was
historically closed along with the end of
the era of the apostles or the duty of the
apostles. But it does not mean that the
Spirit of prophecy also ended. The work
of the Spirit, who makes the Church alive,
equips her with gifts, and enables mission
work, is still going on. The gifts given by
the sovereign Spirit should be side-by-side
with the words of the Bible (the gospel)
and should be integrated with the center
(1 Cor. 12:11, 7-18). This gives freedom to
the community. This renders a community in which members respect one another.

fish swim in water in search of water.” We,
who have the indwelling of the Holy Spirit,
must not be so silly any more to search for
the place where the Spirit is. As fish freely
swim in water, we should live freely in
obedience to God’s will in the Spirit.

conclusion: The Spirit must be understood always within the Trinity. The Spirit
is a person of God, the one who comprehends the personality and works of Christ,
the spirit of Christ who applies salvation
to us, and who gives out gifts for the holy
Church (community), the body of Christ.
We should be the believers awakened to
the presence of the Spirit in our daily lives.
Our entire life of faith should be practiced
“in the Holy Spirit.” As fish cannot live
outside water, we Christians cannot live
outside the river of the Holy Spirit. Tertullian, a father of the early church, compares
us Christians to ‘fish’ (ikthus). However,
an ancient religion has this saying: “Some
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