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w e l c o m e

T
his is the third event that has been planned by the UBF 
History Committee after the Canada Night in 2014 and 
the Campus Night last year. Our God is the God of his-
tory. It is important for us to remember what God has 

done, render glory to Him, and learn from it. This year, Mexico 
is chosen because she has the 3rd longest history of UBF overseas 
mission after Germany and the USA. 

I thank Dr. Charles Kim who worked with the leaders 
of Mexico UBF to prepare tonight’s program. I thank the 
speakers, and especially Dr. Joseph Ahn, and M. Abraham & 
Sarah Hwang through whom God laid the foundation of UBF 
mission in Mexico and Latin America. I also thank Chicago 
coworkers for hosting and praying for Mexico Night. I thank 
all coworkers who have come to celebrate and pray together, 
especially those who came from other states and cities. I wel-
come all of you. 

Today we will hear what God has done through his faith-
ful servants in Mexico UBF. Mexico is a great country with a 

rich history, beautiful beaches, 
nice people and delicious food. 
Did you know that chocolate 
and vanilla are originally from 
Mexico? Most of all, Mexico is 
a great country because God is 
raising wonderful people of God, 
making her a blessing to Latin 
America and the world. Mexico 
has sent out many UBF mission-
aries next to Korea and the USA. 

May God inspire us through the reports and testimonies to 
renew his vision and hope and pray for Mexico, Latin Amer-
ica, North America and the world. May we hear the Lord’s 
voice, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given 
to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations.” (Mt 
28:18-19)

Welcome address by P. Abraham Kim, General Director

IF YOU CAN? 
EVERYTHING IS POSSIBLE  
FOR ONE WHO BELIEVES
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introduction

MEXICO, A BEAUTIFUL COUN-
TRY FULL OF RICH, LUSH NATU-
RAL RESOURCES

B
ienviendos a Mexico! Mexico is the 14th largest nation 
in the world. Mexico is a beautiful country full of rich, 
lush natural resources. It is a land of high mountains, 
deep canyons, sweeping deserts, and dense rain forests. 

Many plants and animals alike call Mexico there home, includ-
ing the Monarch Butterflies who retreat there for their for winter 
hibernation. 

Just as the landscape and climates in Mexico are among the 
most bio diverse in the world, so too is Mexico’s people and 
culture. The country is made up 
of more than 110,000,000 people.  
With young people (college-aged 
and younger) making up  almost 
half of that number. Having been 
called “home” to so many dif-
ferent nationalities like Chinese, 
Italians, Lebanese, Jews, and 
Koreans-Mexico can truly be 
considered a multi-cultural melt-
ing pot. Despite this diversity, a 
common trait amongst all Mexi-
cans is the passionate interest in Mexicanidad (Mexicanness) 
and what comprises the Mexican Identity. In general, the 
Mexican people are known for being hospitable, friendly, and 
hard-working. In Mexico, a popular saying is “Mi casa es su 
casa” (My house is your house)-serving one another is deeply 
engrained in the Mexican tradition, and as you visit the vil-
lages, don’t be surprised if people greet you as you walk down 
the streets. 

Another big part of Mexicanidad is the Roman Catholic 
tradition. The Roman Catholic Church’s role in Mexican his-
tory goes back to 1519. When Hernán Cortés, the Spanish 
conqueror of New Spain landed on the coast of Mexico with 
the Roman Catholic clergy. Now, roughly 90% of Mexico’s 
population identifies with Catholicism-though it is extremely 
varied in practice. Sadly, the modern practice of Mexican 

Catholicism is more similar to idol 
worship than authentic Christian-
ity. For Example, The Virgin of 
Guadalupe has long been a symbol enshrining the major aspi-
rations of Mexican society. Since 1531, Guadalupe has been a 
signal linking family, politics, and religion; the colonial past 
and the independent present. For these reasons, the devotion 
and worship of the Virgin Guadalupe remains strong in all 
aspects of Mexican Society. 

Despite the beautiful, and rich 
Mexican landscape and culture-
many serious problems plague the 
Mexican people.  The people are 
challenged by extreme inequality, 
homelessness and poverty, political 
corruption, and drug-cartel related 
violence.  More than 50 million of 
the people in Mexico are living in 
moderate and extreme poverty.  As 
a result of this poverty, many of the 
children under the age of 15 work; 

and are dropping out of school to support their families. 
Meanwhile, The high levels of corruption in Mexico have led 
to disappointment and lack of trust between the citizens and 
the government. Violence became startlingly severe under the 
presidency of Felipe Calderon in 2006-2012. Now, most Mexi-
cans would agree that crime is the largest problem in Mexico. 

With all of the political turmoil and strife-many of the 
Mexican people are left feeling hopeless and fearful of what 
the future might hold. In the midst of all of this darkness 
and corruption, many turn to idols like the Catholic saints, 
or The Virgin Guadalupe for hope and security. Nevertheless 
the people most desperately need to know Jesus-the true light 
of the world that makes all darkness hide, and to experience 
the power of His word, and security of having a personal love 
relationship with Him. 

Short Introduction of Mexico Stephanie Polvi 
l e c t u r e

G
reetings from Mexico. My name 
is Raul Munoz Sanchez. I will 
first share the UBF history of 
Mexico. Of course, it is a brief 

overview. Otherwise I will stand here 
all night. After that I will share my life 
testimony.

The title of my testimony is: The UBF 
History of Mexico

I.  The pioneering ministry of Mexico.
The ministry of Mexico UBF was 

started in 1982 by M. Joseph Ahn, when he 
left his family and came as a diplomat of 
the South Korea Embassy. Abraham and 
Sarah Hwang arrived in 1983, a year later, 
M. Timothy and Hannah Rhee came. For 
7 years both families co-worked beauti-
fully and humbly in Mexico City UBF 
ministry. In 1991, Timothy’s family and 
their sheep’s pioneered the second biggest 
city called Guadalajara. In 1994 Rodolfo 
Blas went to pioneer Acatlán City. He was 
a man prepared for the ministry of Mexico 

because he had a big company. Through 
Shepherd Rodolfo, Missionary Abraham 
Hwang was able to obtain his visa. When 
the Korean missionaries were poor, he had 
a good heart to help the missionaries sup-
port the ministry. Despite his age and high 
position in society, he led an example in 
inviting students on campus. Since 2002, 
his sheep Shepherd Serafin started to pio-
neer his hometown Morelia. Even after his 
wife Juana went to be with the Lord, they 
kept their faith and faithfully maintained 
the Sunday worship service. This is how 
the pioneering ministry continues through 
Mexican shepherds. In 2000, the family 
of Shepherd Pedro went out to pioneer 
Saltillo despite of the difficulties of chang-
ing his job.

In 1999 M. Barnabas Choi went to 
National Polytechnic Institute University 
and later invited M. Isaias Rho, who then 
went to Santa Tomas in 2008. In 2000 M. 
Barnabas Kim pioneered Monterrey and 
his partner M. Josue Lee pioneered the 

department 
of medicine 
because the 
campus was 
in a differ-
ent location. 
In 2002, M. Isaac Park pioneered Iztacala 
through his job in the LG Company. He 
invited M. Daniel Baik to accompany him. 
The missionaries raised many leaders and 
established 4 house churches. Although 
M. Isaac was in a different country for 5 
years because of his job, the ministry grew 
steadily by the labor of M. Rebeca Park. 
Now, 35 people attend the Sunday worship 
service. After M. Daniel Baik collabo-
rated with him for 10 beautiful years, he 
pioneered Cautitlan. M. Sarah Baik has a 
weak health, she still serves God’s sheep, 
by fishing and raising them as leaders. 
After serving 10 years in the city of Gua-
dalajara, M. Josue Bae pioneered Tepic in 
2008, but he is now serving in Puebla. M. 
Gideon Kim also served for a long time in 

Lecture by Raúl Muñoz Sánches

UBF HISTORY IN MEXICO

Romans 1:1 “Paul, set apart for the gospel of God.”

Mexico Night at Chicago UBF
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Guadalajara and then pioneered Zapopan 
city in 2009. In 2010 Caleb Lee pioneered 
Queretaro through his job in the Samsung 
company.

 
This is how there are 14 UBF chapters 

have been established in Mexico. I praise 
God for the work of the Holy Spirit in the 
pioneers. In Mexico the Korean missionar-
ies are struggling for self-support and a lot 
of crime such as assassinations. However, 
our missionaries are striving to first serve 
the ministry of God despite the financial 
hardship. God marvelously protects the 
missionaries from all danger. I’m very 
thankful for the missionaries who sacrifice 
their lives for Mexico. We are constantly 
praying to plant chapters in all 32 states.

 II. The History of Mexico City UBF 
While M. Jose Ahn worked as a diplo-

mat of the embassy, he alone served many 
sheep. Then he buildt the ministry in Mex-
ico by inviting new missionaries. 

Then M. Abraham and Sarah Hwang 
came, leaving behind their secured jobs, 
children, including their youngest son of 
8 months. From the beginning of the mis-
sion, M. Sarah decided to go fishing and 
have one to one bible studies only in the 
day, and do her chores in the night. She 

served God’s flock by practically living 
in campus all day. She continued to do so 
after she brought her children from Korea.  
When M. Sarah was working in another 
city she still went for bible study with her 
sheep. During such hard struggles many 
sheep came and left. In 1986 one sheep 
named Edith remained faithful and grew 
like Abraham of the ministry. She suffered 
many abuses from her stepparents. Abra-
ham’s family helped her and took her to 
live with them. During 1:1 bible study she 
accepted Jesus as her true husband based 
on John 4:26 “Then Jesus declared, “I, the 
one speaking to you—I am he.” She then 
began to have 20 one to one bible stud-
ies each week. Her life was changed. She 
raised many leaders through her influence. 
Shepherd Gustavo and shepherdess Ama-
lia were sheep of M. Jose Anh when they 
were in Mexico. Later they returned to the 
United States and left their two fruits: M. 
Efrain now in Peru and Sh. Gonzalo now 
in Guadalajara.

The family of shepherd Rodolfo was 
almost torn apart because of his adultery. 
However he was converted through one 
bible study with M. Abraham and grew as 
a father of prayer. He served the ministry 
in many ways and in his time he went out 

to pioneer. Little by little the UBF center 
was filled with God’s flock. M. Abraham 
then began to teach and discipline them 
the importance of tithe. If they did not 
tithe they wouldn’t be chosen as leaders 
or messengers. This caused some to leave, 
but his challenge planted the manger spirit 
and faith among remnants. He also taught 
the importance of praying early in the 
morning. Starting from 5 o’ clock in the 
morning he visited each leader in their 
homes and brought them in his car to pray 
at the university center.

While the ministry was growing by 
quality and quantity through the Holy 
Spirit, the persecution arose. The neigh-
bors of the apartment accused us of using 
the apartment as a church and said some 
of us could rob them. They demanded 
us to leave and gave us the final date. We 
agreed so, which solved the conflict with 
the neighbors. But another terrible thing 
happened. M. Abraham wanted to sell 
the apartment that he had bought. At 
that time he put the title of the apartment 
under a Mexican Shepherd name who 
later left the church. Abraham brought the 
contract to him for his signature. But he 
refused to sign it, claiming that the apart-
ment was his. Abraham told him that it 

was unfair. To the contrary he sued Abra-
ham, which caused Abraham to go to jail. 
But thanks to God for M. Samuel Lee who 
intervened and helped him to be released. 
After this event, M. Abraham sacrificed all 
his savings from work and bought a house 
for a new center. We praise God who pro-
tected his sacrificial servant and his pre-
cious ministry.

In 1995 Missionary David and Esther 
Hong came. They collaborated beautifully 
and faithfully, in raising disciples. In 2006 
M. Pablo lee gave his life for worldly mis-
sion by marrying shepherdess Angelica. 
Then M. Andres and Maria Park came and 
faithfully collaborated with them. They 
have now established 22 house churches. 
Each family is like a mustard seed that 
can produces many abundant fruits. Each 
week there are about 180 one to one bible 
studies and about 150 people attend the 
Sunday worship services. Since the space 
of the center is small, we divided it into 
two services. Also each week we serve the 
students from the National Autonomous 
University on Fridays at 7pm through bible 
study cafe. At this time there are many 
parties, dancing and drinking alcohol. 
Defying such party culture, we have our 
spiritual party and invite students at the 

school entrance when they are done with 
night classes. We have group bible study 
on the university campus 5 days a week: 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday. With these two activities we 
work hard to bring new students to bible 
study. Through the Easter Bible Confer-
ence, all of us in Mexico City chapters and 
the nearby states work hard to produce 
fruits. During the Christmas worship 
service, we make every effort to serve and 
worship God in the main message, praise 
songs, worship dance, drama, and food. In 
2015 God blessed us by filling the audito-
rium with 437 people. We are constantly 
battling to evangelize in UNAM and we 
pray to send pioneer in all campuses of 
Mexico and all Latin America.

 
Mother Barry visited Mexico dur-

ing the 2002 Easter conference. She gave 
us a direction for Latin Americans to be 
missionaries in Latin America instead of 
waiting for Korean missionaries to go. 
Latin Americans obeyed this direction. 
The Korean missionaries also went out to 
pioneer other poorer countries. At first 
there were 9 countries that were pioneered 
and now the number has increased to 19 
countries. This means that there are now 
10 new countries in which 3 of those were 

pioneered by Mexican missionaries. From 
the chapter of Guadalajara M. Jorge Anto-
nio went to Dominican Republic in 2006. 
The family of Efrain and Eugenia was the 
first to obey this new direction from the 
Mexico City chapter. In 2002 they left to 
Peru, also known as a poor country.

 M. Efrain grew up from a broken fam-
ily and suffered under the power of lust 
and death. He was freed by condemnation 
through John 8:11 “Neither do I condemn 
you,” Jesus declare. “go now and leave your 
life of sin.”. He got a good job in the Mexi-
can Secretariat of Public Education as a 
computer programmer. Then a secretary in 
his workplace began to seduce him every 
day and he almost committed adultery. 
However, he decided to die as a missionary 
instead of dying in his sin. He quit his job 
and left for Peru as a missionary. When 
his family arrived in the airport they took 
a taxi to the University of San Marco and 
found the cheapest place to plant a new 
church. In 2015 they established the first 
marriage by faith between shepherdess 
Caty and Shepherd Jorge.

 
In 2006 missionaries Isidro and Edith, 

the pillars of faith in Mexico, went to El 
Salvador. In the past missionary Isidro 

Singalong Mexico National Summer Bible Conference, 2015   
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had an affair with his friend’s wife. He was 
so despaired because of this sin that he 
wished to flee. Then he studied the bible 
with Edith and was changed through John 
15:5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. 
If you remain in me and I in you, you will 
bear much fruit; apart from me you can 
do nothing.” When graduation seemed 
impossible he held on to Jesus and was 
able to graduate from the Mexico Uni-
versity of Technology. He received a lot of 
blessing when he got married with Edith, 
the ancestor of faith in Mexico.  Then 
M. Isidro left Mexico with his family 
and pioneered in El Salvador. He stayed 
in a private housing that is close to the 
National University. The next day he went 
praying to school and on campus he found 
a flyer that was hiring for an engineer and 
wrote the phone number of the company. 
After he wrote it down, a school official 
came and placed a list of grades on top of 
the flyer. This is how God made him the 
only one to apply for the job. The company 
president was moved when he heard his 
testimony of coming to El Salvador to 
preach the gospel. So he hired him. This 
solved his visa problem through the job. 
As of today, they have established two 
marriages by faith in El Salvador.

 From our ministries in Mexico 19 mis-
sionaries have been sent out to the places 
such as Bolivia, Argentina, Brazil, United 
States and Canada. Some went through 
marriage. Some went as a student. Some 
took their sheep. Truly God has mercy 
on Mexico and wants it to be a source of 
blessing for Latin America. Something 
that has caught the attention of Korean 
missionaries is that the Mexican flag has 
an eagle devouring a serpent. This is God’s 
vision to greatly use Mexico as part of his 
salvation plan. Above all, God has blessed 
the missionaries that had left for the poor-
est countries in Latin America. God has 
resolved their problem of visa and finance 
in other poorer countries than Mexico. 
Also with our offerings we bought bible 
centers for El Salvador and Peru. Now 

there are 4 more countries waiting for us 
to send missionaries. The places are Cuba, 
Jamaica, Haiti, Trinidad and Tobago, each 
with a population of more than one mil-
lion people. For this, we pray eagerly to 
pioneer these countries. I pray that God 
may send Mexicans to these countries in 
his right time. 

 III.   Life Testimony

1.  From fearful man to useful lawyer.
I was born in 1971 to a poor family 

in the City of Mexico. I am an only child 
of my parents who worked very hard to 
provide me with a good education. In my 
childhood I have witnessed the quarrels 
between my parents because of my father’s 
alcoholism and adultery. The violent char-
acter of my father had led me to become 
quiet and timid.

In high school I was exposed to por-
nography and became addicted. My dream 
was to be a famous politician so that I 
could be rich. I also participated in march-
es and rallies. In 1988 a sudden event 
occurred that drastically changed my life. 
While selling churros in the street I suf-
fered amnesia, losing all of my memory. I 
didn’t know where I lived, who my parents 
were, or what my name was. This event 
planted a lot of fear in me. When I was 
home alone I was afraid that doctors were 
going to come and lock me in a psychiatric 
hospital.  Then I entered the Derecho of 
National Autonomous University. How-
ever, I couldn’t complete my thesis for my 
diplomat because of my fear of working 
as a lawyer. That is why I continued to sell 
churros in the streets instead of finishing 
it.

However, at this time, I saw my parents 
fighting to the extent of wanting to sepa-
rate. One day on my way home from the 
National Autonomous University campus, 
I lifted my eyes to the sky and I asked God 
not to let my parents separate and I would 
devote my life to him. God heard me and 
sent me a shepherdess and I began one 

to one bible study. In 1998 summer Bible 
conference, God liberated me after 10 
long years from the burden of sin and fear 
through his word in Matthew 11:28 “come 
to me all who are weary and burden and I 
will give you rest.” When I confessed my 
addiction to pornography and my fears 
I experienced God’s great forgiveness of 
sin, the true freedom and heavenly joy in 
my heart. When I went to share my testi-
mony I felt as if God’s peace came to my 
heart from the right side. This gave me the 
strength to finish my thesis and my profes-
sors congratulated me for the professional 
exam.  Also in 2000 God helped me to get 
married by faith with shepherdess Rocio. 
Now I work as a lawyer. 

 
2. From a timid person to a servant of 

God’s word.
 My wife is good at inviting many 

sheep and has raised many leaders. I am 
thankful to God for my wife. This gives 
me strength to strive for the word of God. 
I like the bible studies with missionary 
Abraham Hwang who explains the word 
of God logically, reasonably and deeply. 
I have a sinful nature to preach the mes-
sage for self-glory. So I struggle to sow the 
word of God as a mission of a messenger. 
For this God is training me. On one occa-
sion, M. Abraham told me to memorize 
the message, so I did. But after revising my 
message he rebuked me harshly and told 
me that I must feel it in my heart. Despite 
my shortcomings, God started to establish 
me as a messenger in the conferences and 
in Sunday worship services. Then he led 
me in charge of training the messengers 
in the ministries. Now God is training me 
to inherit the ministry of Mexico. With all 
my heart and strength, I want to fight to 
grow and continue to inherit the spiritual 
legacy of the missionaries. I pray that I 
may grow to be a good servant of the word 
and with it feed 600 universities in Mexico. 

 One Word: May Latin America be 
evangelized through Mexicans.

 

h i s t o r y

G
uadalajara was founded in 
1542 by a Spanish conquista-
dor named Nunyo Beltran de 
Guzman. He named it after his 

native land, Guadalajara in Spain. The 
meaning of the name is Arabic for “the 
river that runs among stones,” and the 
inhabitants of this city are 7 million with 
4 satellite cities.

In that city, there are 8 international-
ly recognized universities; the University 
of Guadalajara (U de G), Tec de Monter-
rey, ITESO, Autonomous University of 
Guadalajara, among others. And there 
are more than 20 small and average-

sized schools. Among these universities, 
U of G has over 200 years of history and 
comprises more than 160,000 students.

The year 1992 was a memorable year 
for the city for three things. First, in that 
year, the city would host an internation-
al homosexual conference but, with the 
opposition of citizens, it was canceled. 
Second, in that beautiful city, there was 
an explosion in the sewers due to a gaso-
line leak. The distance of the explosion 
was 8 km, resulting in the death of thou-
sands of civilians.

Thirdly, that year was the beginning 
of the evangelization work in UBF cam-
pus through Family Missionary Timothy 
and Hannah with their sheep Antelma, 
Leticia, Gonzalo and Diana, who accom-
panied them from Mexico City. While 
other sheep arrived, they stayed for a 
short time and went for human relation-
ship, but not being able to adapt to new 
situations, soon returned. But with four 
pastors established, the only thing they 

could do was 
pray.

The first 
Bible Center 
was near the Department of Law and 
Social Sciences, but with the advice of 
Shep. Daniel from Korea, it was moved 
close to the Department of Engineer-
ing. Sheep were pure, but when invited 
to Bible study, seeing that they were 
Oriental, refused to accept even a glass 
of water due to mistrust. As the city 
has been always conservative due to 
the influence of the Catholic Church, 
there was resistance to Bible study, and 
parents of students interrupted their 
Bible study. Several Catholic priests 
sowed fear that studying the Bible was 
a deception of Satan. Parents went to M 
Timothy and in a loud voice told him 
not to deceive young people for self-
satisfaction.

In that environment, they continu-
ally visited the campus to invite students 

Guadalajara UBF History By Diana Guzman (on Behalf of Timoteo Rhee)

REPORT FROM THE WORK IN GUADALAJARA SINCE 1992

top: University of Quadalajara
down: 1992 Sewage Expolsion

right: With Coworkers, 2012
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to Bible study, and defied the Catholic 
negativity against Bible study (with 
continuous prayer) and study groups on 
campus. In the early years, several stu-
dents came to study, but there wasn’t any 
growth in disciples. Guests arrived as 
rising and falling tides. But God heard 
persistent prayer, and began to raise 
participants in the Sunday service. The 
sheep were amazed at the power of the 
word of God, and were overcome by the 
Holy Spirit. They thought that going to 
the Catholic Church some times and 
greeting the image of saints was the life 
of faith. But, through Bible study, they 
learned the true meaning of the gospel 
of Jesus Christ and what is true worship 
to God.

The gospel made them open their eyes 
and they began to meditate on questions 
of life: the purpose, meaning and direc-
tion in life. They invited students and 
leaders helped  by studying  one-to-one, 
and then, when these new students grew 
at a certain point, they formed a group 
and studied together. In this manner, 
more than 10 groups were formed; they 
studied and shared testimonies, and 
leaders began to flourish. These lead-
ers then formed a group and went out 
to invite students and pray, and started 
study groups right then and there, invit-
ing students who participated for the 
first time to study one-to-one. Thus, on 
campus there were several Bible studies 
- it appeared that all of the engineering 

campus was conquered by the UBF lead-
ers.

Under growth, God prepared a Bible 
Center as a miracle. When the work 
grew through the Department of Engi-
neering, they prayed to expand the work 
in other departments. U of G was divid-
ed into 5 campuses and the campus that 
was at the center was the Department of 
Law. With a vision to cover all of U of G, 
they prayed to change the Bible Center 
near that location. And God prepared a 
place right in front of the entrance to the 
Department of Law. They prayed to buy 
that building. But there wasn’t enough 
funding to buy a building that had 576 
m². It seemed impossible. But to God, 
it was easy. In 1997, in Guadalajara, it 

snowed for the first time in 100 years. 
All the winter merchandise in Mission-
ary Timothy’s store sold out in one day. 
It seemed that all of the city’s customers 
gathered in the store, and the sales of 
only that one day paid for the building. 
That building was a two-story house. But 
they expanded and remodeled one floor 
up. So God allowed a broad and beauti-
ful center.

And also, according to the growth 
of God’s work, there was an increase 
in participants who came to the Bible 
Conferences but around the city, there 
was no longer a place to hold a confer-
ence for more than 100 people. They 
had to travel up to 3 or 4 hours, paying 
high costs to get a place. Whenever there 
was a conference there was much loss, 
because poor students couldn’t afford 
the expense. Through prayer, God gave 
them vision to make their own confer-
ence place. God allowed them to find a 
spot near the city and at a low cost. And 
God made Missionary Timothy’s busi-
ness prosper to fund the construction 
needed. There, the conference of the 
directors of Latin American in 2007 was 
conducted in June and John M, General 
Director of UBF at that time, gave it the 

name, “Inspiration Center”.
In 2002, at the Conference of Latin 

America, Mother Barry gave direction, 
or a task, to missionaries on this conti-
nent. She gave direction regarding the 
“Evangelization in Latin America for the 
Latin Americans.” All countries of this 
continent have prayed according to this 
direction. In Guadalajara, there were 
several volunteers to come out as mis-
sionaries. But some offered themselves 
as missionary candidates because it 
looked nice to be a missionary. For three 
months, they were trained through Bible 
study, written testimony, and pioneer-
ing spirit. M. Jorge Antonio was sent to 
Dominican Republic. Despite the dif-
ficulties of the country, he has struggled 
to help young people in the Dominican 

Republic.
Several leaders were established, but 

there was conflict over baptism, because 
he wasn’t baptized until 2009. Several 
leaders doubted the church, and some 
leaders who would not be disciplined 
brought the Anti-UBF articles posted on 
the Internet and sowed further doubts 
about UBF. During this time, some mis-
sionaries who had complaints against 
Missionary Timothy left to other cities.  
This break in cooperation between the 
missionaries aggravated the situation, 
sowing mistrust and instability of the 
church. The church was divided into 
two groups: one was to protect the work 
of UBF, and the other was those who 
want to change the shape of the church. 
In that storm, our mission and direc-
tion had to be clarified. It was clarified 
before the leaders that they would never 
abandon the work of evangelization on 
campus, growth of disciples through one 
to one study and imitation of Christ’s 
life, his humiliation, his denial and sac-
rificial love. For nearly five years, they 
have been nourishing the environment 
and planting humility and brotherly love 
in Jesus Christ.

                          M. Timothy Rhee’s Factory                                                                                    Dominican Republic

After Sunday Worship Service, 2015 After Mexico Night

M. Jorge Antonio’s family
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h i s t o r y

G
ood 
eve-
ning! 
My 

name is S. 
Carolina Blas 
and I am from 
UBF Acatlan 
in Mexico City. 

I am the oldest daughter of S. Rodolfo 
Blas and S. Carolina, and currently I 
serve God in Acatlan, teaching the stu-
dents the Gospel. 

God proclaims in Acts 1:8 “But ye 
shall receive power, after that the Holy 
Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be 
witness unto me both in Jerusalem and 
all Judea and in Samaria and unto the 
uttermost part of the earth.” This last 
loving commandment from our Lord 
Jesus, even today, is being accomplished 
by the faithful servants of God, since 
from the uttermost part of the earth, 
came a young Korean man, who seemed 
very weak and very skinny. He came 
to Mexico, to preach the Gospel with 
great power. This power came from the 
incomparable power of the Holy Ghost, 
that Jesus gives to his faithful servants. 
Amen. He came from the land of the 
“morning calm”, South Korea, he was M. 
Abraham Hwang. By God ś grace, he met 
my father, S. Rodolfo Blas, in the course 
of selling him Korean furniture. This is 
how, years later, began Acatlań s Chapter.

I.MY FATHER RODOLFO
M. Abraham Hwang, sacrificing his 

time, came every week to have 1 to 1 
Bible study with my father. God ś word, 

started touching his heart, as he began 
to know the incomparable love of Jesus. 
S. Rodolfo had suffered all his life, due to 
the lack of his fatheŕ s love. He was aban-
doned by his father, before he was born. 
He had to suffer from extreme poverty 
all his childhood. He used to sell jell-o 
on the street. Although he was always 
hungry, he was hungrier of becoming 
someone in life, and of knowing God. 
However, God was training him during 
all this time, through the great effort he 
had to make to standout in life.  Because 
of the poverty, and lack of medical atten-
tion, S. Rodolfo acquired a heart disease. 
This caused him a very high risk heart 
surgery, with a three month convales-
cence, when he was only 16 years old. 
Nonetheless, he didń t stop studying, 
and took all his tests, without failing 
any of his classes, and finished his major 

as Public Accountant. When he started 
working, he was promoted often, until he 
got his own furniture store. Even though 
God had blessed him with wealth, and 
success at work, he had been unhappy, 
because of the adulterous life he was liv-
ing. He was always eager to find God, 
since he had a void in his heart that 
neither material things, nor his family ś 
love could fill. Thus, God had mercy on 
him, and through Bible study, touched 
his heart, by the word in John 8:11 “Nei-
ther do I condemn thee; go, and sin no 
more.” At that moment he cried the tears 
of repentance and with great joy found 
Jesuś  true love and forgiveness. He 
had so much joy that he started sharing 
God ś word with his family, employees 
and neighbors, in total 50 people were 
studying the Bible. He started attend-
ing Sunday Worship service, at CU UBF, 

Acatlan UBF History & My Life Testimony by Carolina Blas

A KERNEL OF WHEAT

“Verily, verily, I say unto you, except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone; but if it die, it bringeth 
forth much fruit.” John 12:24 

when the chapter was only beginning. 
When he invited the 50 people to the 
service, howerver, they all ran away. Only 
S. Mary and his children stayed. At that 
time CU UBF was very small, but the 
environment was full of faith. There were 
only about 15 people. By observing the 
missionarieś  sacrificial life, he also gave 
his offerings every Sunday, and collabo-
rated with whatever he had.

By God ś grace, he could also expe-
rience God ś love in Korea, through 
his servants S. Mark and Anna Yang. 
Although they did not know him, they 
treated him like their own son. This 
moved him, even to tears, since he expe-
rienced in his heart a joy he had never 
felt, and felt God ś love at the “uttermost 
part of the earth”. He shared his life tes-
timony in Korea. Later in 1989, he was 
invited by M. Abraham Hwang to the 
International Bible Conference at MSU, 
titled “Have Faith in God”, where God ś 
word touched his heart once more and 
grew his faith. That same year, by God ś 
grace, he was anointed as shepherd, 
together with his wife, so he started 
going to the University and invited the 
students to Bible study. 

II.THE BIRTH AND GROWTH OF ACAT-
LAN CHAPTER

In 1994, as my father was studying 
John 21:15 “Do you love me? Feed my 
lambs”, he decided to plant a new chap-
ter at the Acatlan University, according 
to M. Abraham ś guide. Even though 
he didń t have enough knowledge on 
the Bible, nor training, only by faith, he 
planted this new chapter, the first one 
led by a Mexican shepherd. M. Abraham 
started looking for an apartment with 
my father every week, until they found 
a small house. So one Sunday, after the 
Worship Service, we had a beautiful 
farewell ceremony with all our brothers 
and sisters of faith. We were S. Rodolfo, 
S. Carolina, S. Serafin, S. Juanita, and S. 
Mary, along with their children.

Our chapteŕ s prayer topic was: “The 
work of the five loaves of bread and the 
two fish”, since we had faith that with the 
little we knew about the Bible, we could 
serve the students and in Jesus our little 
faith would be multiplied. S. Caro, S. 
Mary and S. Juanita, went with great joy 
to the university inviting the students. 
My father prepared every Sunday mes-
sage, studying the books of John and 
Genesis, written in Spanish by M. Joseph 

Ahn, and translating and studying the 
messages from M. Samuel Lee and S. 
Ron Ward. Planting a new chapter is 
really wonderful, because you have the 
faith that you can spread the Gospel, and 
the faith of serving. At the same time, 
however, it makes you fearful, since fish-
ing the students is formidable. However, 
little by little, the students came, (like 
Ana Claudia, Lucy, Alejandro, Raquel, 
Mitzi, Marisol, Imelda), some of them 
stayed and some left, but as time passed, 
our chapter grew until we had 25 people 
every Sunday and 15 1 to 1 Bible studies 
every week. At the Christmas Worship 
service we had 40 attendants. 

In 1999, M. Isaac and Rebecca Park, 
as well as M. Daniel and Sara Baeck, 
came to our chapter and participated in 
our ministry. But, in 2002, M. Isaac Park 
received direction to plant a new chapter 
at Iztacala University. Later, in 2004, S. 
Serafin and Juanita, made the decision to 
plant a new chapter at the State of Micho-
acan, in the city of Morelia. When they 
left, we were less again, but soon we grew 
once more, having up to 30 people every 
Sunday worship service.

III. MY STORY
Personally, I 

am very grateful 
to God, who called 
me from a useless 
and selfish life, to 
participate in his 
redemptive history. 
By God ś grace and 
my parentś  hard 
work, I received a 
very high educa-
tion, studying at the 
American School 
Foundation and 
later at the Anahauc 
University Medi-
cal School. I was 
blessed by knowing Special Music of Chicago Praise TeamSummer Bible Conference
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God since I was a kid. For many years of 
my life, however, I preferred to enjoy the 
pleasures of the world, not accepting the 
mission of feeding Jesus´ sheep. I always 
made excuses, such as the hard work I 
had at the Medical School. In fact, I was 
more interested in spending time with 
my friends. I never shared God ś word 
with my friends, and never talked to 
them about God ś word and love. I had 
no humbleness in my heart and most of 
all I didn´t want to serve God ś sheep. 
But God, in his infinite love, trained me 
for one year, since I was not accepted 
to Pediatrics residency.  I was shocked 
by such failure, and I realized that all 
that time I had only depended on myself 
and not on God, and hadn´t trust God ś 
guide in my life. At that time, Matthew 
6:33 touched my heart: “But seek ye first 
the kingdom of God, and his righteous-
ness; and all these things shall be added 
unto you.” I repented with all my heart, 
for having wasted many years of my life, 
and since that day I decided to serve 
God. I started going to the university, 
looking for the sheep and I could feed 
many sheep, I led a Bible study group, 
for the students, and collaborated more 
at my chapter ś activities. After this 
decision, God blessed my life. Later, 
he helped me to enter my Pediatrics 
residency and to establish a beautiful 
family. By God ś grace, last year I could 
serve at the Easter Conference by deliv-
ering the message of Mark 6, “You Give 
them something to Eat”. Now, every 
three weeks I deliver the message at the 
Sunday Worship Service, helping out 
my father. My life is in good shape now, 
I feel happy that I serve my Lord and 
give my time to his sheep, so that they 
may know his love. I pray that I can stay 
firm in this road; I may overcome all 
my weaknesses and obstacles; I may be 
useful in this history of Salvation from 
today until the end of my days. Amen. 

We still need to grow our faith, and 
sacrifice more of our time, and bear 

fruit to the Lord. However, during all 
this time, we have constantly worked, 
having our Sunday Worship service, 
without fail. Even though S. Rodolfo 
struggles with his heart disease and 
Diabetes, he never fails preparing deep 
and powerful messages. Every year we 
celebrate with great joy our Christmas 
worship service and we have supported, 
with our offerings, the missions at El 
Salvador and Peru. By the constant and 
sacrificing work of S. Caro, whom even 
with a great pain caused by her trigemi-
nal neuralgia, never fails in going to 
the university, as well as S. Mary, who 
goes even with her knee pain, many 
sheep have been fed. Today, the sec-
ond generation is also collaborating, S. 
Enrique, who is S. Mary ś son, delivers 
the Sunday message every three weeks, 
and prepares songs for praise, and plays 
the drums. Since last year, my sister 
Marisol and Ivonne, started going to 
the university to invite the students to 
the Bible study, and serve them with 
great joy. Diana, Marisol, Ana Karen 
and Aaron play the violin and the piano 
in our little orchestra, since 2005, play-
ing the hymns for our worship service. 
And every Sunday we have the Sunday 
School, for our kids, the third genera-
tion, where they learn God ś word and 
praise His name. We pray so that the 
second generation as well as the third, 
may continue to grow their faith and in 
God ś time may become the heirs for 
Acatlan ś history. Amen.

IV. GRATITUDE AND PRAYER TOPICS
We thank the Lord, for calling us to 

participate in his World mission Histo-
ry, at the Acatlan Fields.  We thank the 
Lord for M. Abraham and Sarah ś lives, 
may the Lord bless them and continue 
growing Mexico ś history through them. 
We thank the Lord for the World Mis-
sion of UBF, for his precious servants 
and missionaries, in Korea, Chicago and 
around the world. We admire them for 

their dedication and sacrificing heart to 
serve God ś history.  We truly consider 
them “Chosen generation, royal priest-
hood, and holly nation…” (1Pe2:9)

We thank the Lord for his mercy on 
S. Rodolfo ś life, since miraculously he 
has been through three heart surgeries, 
and now he lives depending on a pace-
maker. We pray for his health, so may 
God give him strength, faith and knowl-
edge to guide us and continue training 
us and helping us grow as faithful ser-
vants of God. Amen.

Our faithful sheep that take one to 
one Bible study and attend the Wor-
ship service are 8 (Fabiola, Ivan, Adela, 
Dora, Adrian, Sonia, Karen, Lizette, and 
Isaac), every Sunday we have 25 atten-
dants to the Worship service and 12 1 to 
1 Bible studies. And God blessed us at 
our Christmas Worship Service in 2015 
with 105 attendants.

Our prayer topics are:
1.  30 attendants to the Sunday worship 

service and 30 1 to 1 Bible studies 
every week

2.  Grow 3 new shepherds this year
3.  Find a little bigger church, to server 

the sheep and the kids
4.  That by God ś word we can be fed 

and grow our faith
5. Our key verse for this year is: 
6. Luke 10:2a “The harvest truly is 

great but the laborers are few; pray ye 
therefore the Lord of the harvest, that 
he would send forth laborers into his 
harvest.”

ONE WORD: “Whom will I send? 
Who will go for us? I am here, send me!”

t e s t i m o n y

I. From a slave 
to lust to a 
missionary

I 
was born 
on June 
6th, 1967, 
and have 

two older 
sisters and one 

younger brother. Since I was the eldest 
son, I was loved by the elders among my 
relatives. My parents worked hard, so I 
grew up without any financial shortcom-
ings, and I excelled in many ways.

Underneath my good image, however, 
I fell into lustful desire from an early age 
after a girl in my neighborhood let me 
touch her body. I did obscene things, seek-
ing lustful pleasures. At night I would 
grope my sisters’ body. I spent lots of time 

reading obscene literature and entertain-
ing lustful fantasies. I was increasingly 
tired and exhausted, because I was fear-
ful and nervous of being caught on the 
spot. I was also afraid that people would 
soon find out and criticize me. However, 
I could not overcome my lustful desire by 
myself. In 1985, I entered Dongguk Uni-
versity. Although the campus was beauti-
fully decorated with cherry blossoms and 
golden bells, I was utterly exhausted and 
my heart was pitch-dark.

Thanks to UBF shepherds’ constant 
invitation, I began to study the Bible in 
early 1986. Studying the Bible, I learned 
that Jesus carried all my dirty sins and 
died on the cross for me, and by believing 
in him I could receive salvation. But I was 
so ashamed of confessing my dirty lust-
ful sins that I could not open my heart. 

Thus, I thought to myself, ‘If I believe 
in Jesus in a dramatic way like Apostle 
Paul, then I will feel less shameful.’ But 
trying to believe in Jesus in that way, all 
kinds of thoughts inundated me, and I 
suffered from a severe headache. Eventu-
ally, I repented of such approach. Instead I 
simply accepted Jesus’ words and decided 
to obey him. At that time, God appointed 
me as a messenger for 1990 John’s Gos-
pel Bible Academy. I delivered a message 
about Jesus who helped the Samaritan 
woman. Through this I confessed all my 
shameful and lustful sins. Then Jesus 
granted me the word John 8:11, “Then nei-
ther do I condemn you. Go now and leave 
your life of sin.” The moment I heard the 
word, I found inexplicable peace. All my 
guilt, shame and fear which had tortured 
me disappeared at once, and heavenly 

Life Testimony by Joshua Bae, Puebla, México

MY FIVE LOAVES AND TWO FISH

““We have here only five loaves of bread and two fish”, they answered.
“Bring them here to me,” he said.” (Mt 14:17,18) 

Joshua BaeGraduation with His Wife & Daughters
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peace came upon me. I praise the Lord for 
bearing with me, and giving me forgive-
ness and peace!

And God called me as a missionary. 
During the 1989 World Mission Report I 
felt convicted of being such a selfish sinner 
through Dr. Samuel Lee’s message, and 
I got angry with myself. While I wrote a 
testimony, I made the decision to become 
a missionary and serve God and his flock 
all my life. Then in March, 1993 I was sent 
to Columbia as a pioneering missionary.
 
II. Failure as a missionary

When I was sent to Columbia, I shared 
my prayer topics: (1) I would earn my 
living within three months by teaching 
Taekwondo, (2) I would master Spanish 
and raise up disciples in one year, and (3) 
Columbia would be a kingdom of priests 
like Korea in one hundred years. It was 
non-sense. But at that time I thought to 
myself, “If I do my best, I could achieve 
it all.” In my spiritual ignorance I was 

full of self-confidence without depend-
ing on the Lord. But God has trained 
me with great patience and established 
me as a missionary. When I got there, 
I found that my Taekwondo skills were 
not enough to make a living. Shepherd 
Daniel Rhee advised me to start a busi-
ness. But I insisted on Taekwondo School. 
I was stressed out after wrestling with my 
financial hardship, language barrier and 
visa problem for two years. Finally, I had 
to return to Korea in March, 1995. One 
year later, I got married with Shepherdess 
Esther from Guadalajara, Mexico and was 
sent to Mexico. However, I did not work 
humbly with the missionaries there and 
returned to Korea in early 1997. Despite 
all my failures and sufferings, however, my 
self-righteousness and stubbornness still 
remained. One day when I shared my tes-
timony with Shepherd Daniel Rhee, I said 
that I was doing well but my sheep Henrik 
Lee was the problem. Shepherd Daniel 
rebuked me severely to tears. As a train-

ing, I walked to Hannam Bridge and back 
to the church, like Dr Samuel Lee’s Skokie 
training. Through the training, I realized 
that because of my self-righteousness and 
stubbornness I had failed to learn faith 
and work with other missionaries, and 
had no fruit. So I deeply repented.

III. Victory as a missionary
After I repented of my self-righteous-

ness and stubbornness, God sent me to 
Mexico as a missionary again in October, 
1999. From that time on God began to 
teach me faith through self-support. For 
five years I changed careers five times: a 
tailor at a womeń s clothes factory, a man-
ager of a clothing store, an interpreter, a 
Spanish teacher and an acupuncturist. 
Whenever I had to quit a job, I didn’t 
know what to do. However, God had 
already prepared a job for me every time! 
I was spiritually immature. Nonetheless, 
the more I experienced God’s interven-
tion in my life, the more I realized that the 
living God was with me, guided me and 

helped me.
When I grew a little in faith, in Febru-

ary, 2008 God moved my family to Tepic 
in order to pioneer Nayarit State Univer-
sity. Shepherd Daniel Rhee encouraged 
me to enter the medical school. But the 
entrance exam was in late April, and I 
had only one month and a half to prepare 
for it. Furthermore, several people com-
mented, “I tried again and again for four 
years, only to fail.” I said to my wife, “It’s 
impossible for me to take the exam. Let 
me try next year.” But Shepherdess Esther 
rebuked me, saying, “If you postpone, that 
is not by faith.” So I repented and applied 
to the medical school. The minimum 
score to pass was about 650. But we prayed 
that God might give me more than 700 
for the sake of his glory. To my surprise, I 
received ‘702’! The moment I saw the score 
on the computer monitor, I realized that 
God was with us and heard our prayers, 
and I was moved to tears out of gratitude.

However, in fact, on the very morning 
of the entrance exam I was concerned, 
“Even if I were to pass the test, how could 
I do all these things: studying medicine, 
serving God’s ministry, making a living 
and taking care of my family?” Then God 
reminded me of the five loaves of bread 
and two fish (Matthew 14:18). According 
to this word, I decided to offer the Lord 
the things I could do, which were my five 
loaves and two fish, and entrusted the rest 
to Jesus. During the week days I studied 
and attended my patients. During the 
weekend I prepared the message for Sun-
day worship service and taught acupunc-
ture. After the worship service I resumed 
studying for school. I lived this way for 
four years. I had no time to take a rest. 
But I was free from all kinds of concerns 
in comparison with other students. Most 
of all, Jesus blessed my five loaves and 
two fish and gave me a miraculous vic-
tory. When I finished six years of medical 
courses, my final score was 96.52, which 
is A++. In addition, I passed the national 
certificate exam to obtain the medical 

license. Especially God granted me wis-
dom and helped me to discover that the 
limbic system of the human brain and the 
principle of Yin Yang are the same thing. 
Also God helped me to learn the relations 
among the limbic system, the autonomic 
nervous system, the hormone system and 
the immune system, and to come up with 
a creative theory by unifying oriental 
medicine and western medical science. I 
have taught it to Mexican doctors, nurses 
and professors of medicine. In January, 
2015 I began to teach it at the faculty of 
medicine of Nayarit State University. They 
told me I could open an elective class if 
there were five students at the minimum. 
But I had more than 70 students with great 
interest. 

In regards to my financial matters, God 
helped me to support my family by treat-
ing patients as an acupuncturist and giv-
ing lectures on acupuncture. In particular, 
during the 1-year intern training God 
provided for my needs through Barnabas 
Choi, Gideon Kim, Isaiah Roh, Timothy 
Lee, and two other missionaries.

God has also blessed my ministry for 
students. Some students studied the Bible 
for several years. But when they got what 
they wanted, they went away without say-
ing goodbye. But God raised Shepherd 
Noah as an ancestor of faith among us. He 
had been possessed by rebellion against 
his father, and sadness and depression 
because of his mother’s death, and lust-
ful desire. But studying the Bible with us, 
he experienced God’s love and his grace 
of salvation, and his inner man changed 
completely. He took 1 Peter 2:9 as his 
key verse, and made a decision to love 
the Lord more than anything else and 
to testify to the grace of salvation of the 
Lord. When he finished Odontology, his 
eldest brother, who is the chief of internal 
Medicine service at an important hospi-
tal in another city, offered him a job and 
help to study a specialty in dentistry. But 
Shepherd Noah turned it down, deciding 
to stay in Tepic to follow the Lord and 

to serve the Gospel ministry. And when 
Missionary Abraham Kim gave us the 
direction to pioneer the forth great city of 
Mexico, he didn’t hesitate even a second 
to make a decision to come with us. God 
blessed him greatly, and let him get mar-
ried with Shepherdess Ana Gabriela from 
Mexico City, who is a woman of faith and 
sincere servant in God’s ministry. 

Also in 2013 when my first daughter 
Victoria was 16 years old, she received 
Jesus’ grace of forgiveness during the sum-
mer Bible conference. Nowadays every 
week she shares a graceful testimony to 
our joy. In addition, my wife Shepherd-
ess Esther recovered joy and conviction 
in God’s Word, and her desire to preach 
the Gospel with all her heart, after study-
ing the Bible deeply and serving sheep in 
Tepic.

Conclusion
I could neither learn faith, nor bear 

fruit because of self-righteousness and 
pride. But I thank and praise God for bear-
ing with me, training me and teaching me 
humbleness and faith. I thank God for 
pouring his marvelous grace and abun-
dant blessings upon my life. In April, 2015 
during the Mexico regional conference 
the Lord gave me the direction to pioneer 
the fourth great city of Mexico (Puebla) 
through his servant Missionary Abraham 
Kim. I am unworthy for God’s work like 
the five loaves of bread and two fish. None-
theless I bring my five loaves of bread and 
two fish to the Lord with all my heart and 
strength. My Lord may accept this sinner 
and use me for his great work so that his 
glory may be revealed.

One word: My five loaves of bread and 
two fish
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t e s t i m o n y

N
ice to 
meet 
you! 
My 

name is Barn-
abas Choi. I am 
the coordina-
tor of Mexico. 
I immigrated 

to Mexico on December 1999 and have 
served the Lord as a lay missionary. I 
run retail stores, mainly for clothes. At 
the same time I serve university students 
in IPN with the word of the Scriptures. 
Since July 2012 I have become a regional 
coordinator and collaborated with other 
regional coordinators in Latin America 
through Skype meetings every month.

During the preparation for Mexico 
Night, I formed a group of missionaries 
for open discussion. We ref lected on the 
past and formulated mission policies for 
the future. We explored proper strate-
gies in regards to the policies. Due to 
time limit I present you some of them. 
Please pray for us according to our pol-
icy. The key verse is Matthew 28: 19-20, 
which is the cornerstone for the mission 
policy of Mexico. We want to evangelize 
the 32 states of Mexico with this verse. 
We also want to participate in the evan-
gelization of Latin America by sending 
out missionaries. Other churches of dif-
ferent denomination may have the same 
policy as ours. We will cooperate with 
them in any way that builds the body 

of Christ. At the same time we put our 
focus on youth generation, especially 
college students. 

Religious and social landscape of 
Mexico

The principal religion of Mexico is 
Roman Catholicism. Catholic Church 
has preserved the legacies of faith such 
as the Trinity and the Apostles Creed. 
Most of all it preserved the Bible. How-
ever, the majority of Catholic believers 
don’t know the Bible well. Since they 
don’t know the word of God, they can’t 
establish a personal relationship with 
God based on the truth and the grace 
of salvation. For example, worship-
ing the image of Lady Guadalupe is a 

Policy and Strategy of Mexico UBF Ministry by Barnabas Choi

GOD’S HOPE FOR ME

Mathew 28: v19, 20: “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit; teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you…” 

syncretism between Catholicism and 
indigenous belief. Most Catholics have 
the image of Guadalupe and frequently 
exercise religious acts in front of her. 
The prophets in the Bible will lament 
if they see this. Also besides Christian-
ity, other religions such as Mormon-
ism, Jehovah’s Witness, and Adventists 
greatly inf luence Mexicans. These bad 
inf luences expands rapidly because 
most of the people don’t know the Bible. 
Other religious people pursue mystical 
experiences more than bible studies. 
They seek self-indulgence and are not 
interested in pleasing God. We intend to 
teach them the Bible. Bible study is the 
only way to bring back the fallen ones 
from heterodox ideas and idolatry, to 
correct paths.   

Many middle and high school stu-
dents are addicted to drugs because they 
can get them easily. We are sorry for the 
miserable situation. Celebrating parties 
and enjoying alcohol and sex without 
caution every Friday has permeated into 
culture. Further, the people live with 

fear and anxiety for theft and violence 
caused by social instability due to hte 
corruption of political leaders. It’s very 
hard for college students to get a job 
after graduating, so they go through 
their college period without hope for 
the future. I ask for your intercessory 
prayers for them. 

Current status of Mexico UBF 
The previous speakers presented the 

work of God. Brief ly, Missionary Jose 
Ahn arrived in Mexico as a diplomat 
in the year 1982 and started the minis-
try. Afterwards, Missionary Abraham 
Hwang and Missionary Timothy Rhee 
laid down the foundations of the min-
istry. Through them many missionaries 
came, who either collaborated or plant-
ed new chapters. Also, many Mexican 
students who had bible studies grew and 
collaborated or planted new chapters. 
At present, Mexico has 14 chapters, 324 
participants at Sunday worship service, 
and 300 1:1 bible studies weekly. Mexico 
UBF consists of 33 missionaries from 
Korea, 22 second gen missionaries and 

34 families of Mexican leaders. The sons 
and daughters of the missionary fami-
lies and local leaders include 39 children 
up to elementary school, 15 middle/high 
school students, 10 college students and 
12 adults over 25 years old. 

Raising disciples and planting church-
es through native leaders

Currently native shepherds are serv-
ing pioneering ministry in three chap-
ters in Mexico. They have advantages 
because they assimilate with Mexicans 
without language and cultural barriers. 
They also have the advantage to go to 
other Latin American countries as mis-
sionaries. In fact until the year 2016, 27 
missionaries, including the second gen-
eration, were sent to the U.S. and several 
Latin American countries. We pray to 
send missionaries to the 4 countries - 
Cuba, Jamaica, Haiti, and Trinidad and 
Tobago. 

On the other hand, the native lead-
ers have many difficulties in raising 
disciples and self-support due to lack 
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of discipline. Thus, we want to pay 
continuous attention to those sent to 
other places, and develop programs for 
reeducation so that they can grow as 
successful disciple makers. For the lead-
ers who want to plant new chapters in 
other places we want to prepare them 
well beforehand. 

There are 32 states in Mexico, but we 
only have chapters in 7 states. We need 
to fan into f lame the work of evangeli-
zation and continually train and send 
out native leaders. 

Difficulties in mission and direction 
for the future

Despite on-going problems in the 
society economic condition has been 
improved. Many people have lost 
interest in the gospel and pursue pres-
ent pleasures and material benefits. 
It requires a lot of effort and time to 
understand them and guide them with 
the word of God. However, many chap-
ters have only one family, and they 
spend a lot of time on making money 
for self-support. Therefore they have 
many difficulties in visiting universi-
ties and engaging in evangelization. We 
have discussed possible solutions. One 
of them is to send other native leaders or 
missionaries from other chapters to sup-
port those who are serving in the new 
chapters. But this requires a lot of prayer 
because there are other difficulties to 
overcome. For example, those who go 
and support them need much time and 
effort to help their ministries in the 
most effective ways.

In plating a church in a new city, 
most leaders favor big cities due to a 
better opportunity for self-support. 
However, we can’t disregard many small 
and medium cities. In order to reach 
out to those cities we equip leaders with 
both spiritual lessons and the ability for 
self-support. Additionally we want to 

create programs to help and discipline 
second gen missionaries when they are 
young so they can grow in faith and 
accept missionary call to become our 
coworkers in serving God.     

 
Education for the second generation.

In Mexico 76 sons and daughters are 
the children of missionaries. Some of 
them reach the age to collaborate with 
their parents, but are not ready. They 
lack personal faith and missionary call. 
Why? We thought of the causes. For 
example, many chapters have only one 
family. The parents don’t have the time 
and resource to raise their children 
for such objective while they work and 
serve college students. So, we realize 
the need to create programs and regular 
meetings for them when they are young. 

After the 2015 Easter conference, we 
addressed the need to have meetings 
for the second generation and commis-
sioned Missionary David Hong to lead 
in this matter. He will hold a meeting 
every other year with all the second gen-
eration in Mexico. In addition we pray 
that neighbor chapters facilitate a meet-
ing for them more frequently. We pray 
for the second generation to have not 
only personal faith, but also to receive 
a call for the UBF ministry. We also 
want to send those who have spiritual 
desire to the U.S. or Korea so that they 
can receive spiritual discipline as well as 
love. I pray that some of them become 
greater missionaries than us.

Coming to Mexico as a missionary
If you want to come to Mexico as a 

missionary, you will be able to obtain 
a work visa through the businesses of 
missionaries in Mexico or Mexican 
companies. After 5 years you will be 
able to obtain a resident visa. Also, 
North American citizens can receive 
a tourist visa for one year, who work 

in language institutions as an English 
teacher and serve a short-term mission. 

Prayer Topics
• For Mexico to become a King-

dom of priests for Latin America
• To plant churches in the 32 states 

of Mexico
• To plant 5 new churches and 

send 5 missionaries until 2020
• For the education of the second 

generation
• For Shepherd. Raul Muños 

(Director of Mexico) and Mis-
sionary Barnabas Choi (Regional 
Coordinator of Latin America)


