
“HE SAID TO THEM, ‘GO INTO ALL THE WORLD AND PREACH THE GOOD NEWS TO ALL CREATION.’” MARK 16:15
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A HOLY NATION

I thank and praise God who has used UBF for world campus 
missions and blessed us for the past 55 years. I thank God 
for all missionaries, native leaders, Korean shepherds and 
brothers and sisters who have dedicated their lives to God’s 

calling.   
Today’s passage that we read together is God’s covenant 

with His chosen people Israel. This covenant contains God’s 
love and hope for His people and His vision to save all peoples 
of the world through them. The hope and vision of God flows 
throughout the whole Bible. 

With the rapid changes in this information age, the world 
is facing a decline in moral values and a strong current of secu-
larization. In order to overcome the realities and challenges of 
our time, what do we need? We must have passion and spiritual 
authority that come from God. As we accept God’s great love and 
hope, I believe God will give us passion and spiritual authority 
to serve our time. Through today’s words of God’s covenant, 
may God reveal His love and hope toward us and renew our 
souls and minds. 

GOD’S DELIVERANCE AND LOVE (4)
In the third month after 

the Israelites left Egypt, they 
came to the Desert of Sinai. 
God called Moses from the 
mountain and gave him His 
words for the Israelites: “You 
yourselves have seen what I did 
to Egypt, and how I carried you 
on eagles’ wings and brought 
you to myself ” (4).  As God 
had promised Abraham, God 
sent Israel to Egypt and raised 
them to be a great nation (Ge 
15:13). Due to the policy of a 
new Egyptian dynasty, how-

ever, they became slaves and suffered. Though they ate steak 
and pork chops beside cooking pots, their joy lasted for just a 
moment. God had heard them crying in misery and came down 
to rescue them (Ex 3:7–8). God extended His mighty arm and 
judged Egypt with ten plagues. On the tenth plague, God killed 
the firstborn of Egypt, but He redeemed the descendants of Israel 
by the blood of the Passover lamb (Ex 12:23). God also liberated 
His people from their oppression. 

God said, “You have seen how I carried you on eagles’ wings.”  
It is reported that eagles in Palestine have a wingspan up to 
2–3 meters (8–10 feet). An eagle protects its young under its 
strong wings, and when they grow, pushes them out of the nest. 
As the eaglet falls crying, “Mom, please help me!” the mother 
eagle swoops down to catch the eaglet on its wings and soars 
(Dt 32:11). By repeating the training, an eagle raises its young 
to be the kings of the birds. In order to transform the Israelites, 
who were weak and sick after a long period of slavery into a 
holy nation, God began to train them. God led them to the Red 
Sea, where they were trapped between the sea and the Egyptian 
army. When they cried out, God divided the water and enabled 
them to cross the sea as on dry land. Then He destroyed the 

Egyptian army that pursued them. 
God protected and led His people 
with a pillar of cloud by day and 
a pillar of fire by night (Ex 13:21). 
In the desert, God produced water 
for them to drink and provided 
manna for them to eat (Ne 9:15). 

By saying, “You yourselves 
have seen,” God helps His people 
to remember His grace of deliver-
ance and love. We, too, were slaves 
of sin. During my college days, 
outwardly I was an honor student, 
but inwardly I was enslaved by lust 
and fear of the future. We were in 

Exodus 19:4–6
Key Verse: 19:5–6a    
“Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured 
possession. Although the whole earth is mine, you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy 
nation.”
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darkness with unsolvable sins, wounds, inferiority complexes, 
jealousies, addictions, etc. God saw our misery and heard the 
cries of our souls and came to rescue us. He redeemed us by the 
blood of Christ and liberated us from sin and death through His 
resurrection. How great were the freedom and joy we experienced 
on the day we met the crucified Lord and were born again? We 
should always remember the Lord who shed His blood on the 
cross and the grace of His great salvation. We should also re-
member how God has carried us on eagle’s wings by protecting 
us, providing for us, and training us to be strong. 

GOD’S COVENANT AND HOPE (5–6)
After God reminded Israel of His grace of deliverance, He 

gave them words of His covenant. Read verses 5–6: “‘Now if you 
obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you 
will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is 
mine, you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy na-
tion.’ These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites.”  Let’s 
think about God’s hope for His people revealed in these words.

GOD’S TREASURED POSSESSION
God said, “…out of all nations you will be my treasured pos-

session.” There is nothing that is not the possession of God who 
created all things. But God chose Israel among all nations to be 
His treasured possession. The world chooses qualified and use-
ful people. But God chose Israel, the weakest and fewest among 
the peoples, who had been slaves. God also chose us to be His 
own children solely by His grace. How immeasurable is God’s 
grace! Here “treasured possession” refers to valuable treasures 
like diamonds which a king has acquired and keeps dearly (1Ch 
29:3). God has purchased us by the blood of His Son and made 
us His treasured possession. John 1:12 says, “Yet to all who did 
receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right 
to become children of God.” Children are the objects of absolute 
attention and love. God keeps and protects us like the apple of 

His eye (Dt 32:10). Can there be any greater right than the right 
of becoming the children of God? We should accept the noble 
status of ourselves and our brothers and sisters by faith. 

A KINGDOM OF PRIESTS
God said, “You will be for me a kingdom of priests...”  A 

priest meets God most closely, sees His glory, and experiences 
His grace. Therefore, a priesthood is the highest and most blessed 
calling for a human. The duties of a priest are to worship God, 
intercede for people, and teach God’s words (Lev 9, 10:11). The 
unsaved peoples of the world are the lost children to God. How 
painful God’s heart must be as He sees His lost children suffer 
and perish in all kinds of sins, crimes and tragedies under the 
power of darkness! God wanted Israel to be a nation of shepherds 
and Bible teachers who would lead the peoples of the world to 
know God and the good news of His salvation. In any situation, 
we should not forget that we are royal (kingly) priests who have 
been appointed by God Himself (1 Pe 2:9).

World missions is the heartbeat of God. The Lord is always 
with His children who share the Father’s heart and devote them-
selves to world missions, and gives them His authority, joy and 
glory (Mt 28:20; Jn 17:13, 24). In the 1970s, we prayed for the 
peoples of the countries of the world, many of which we had 
never heard of, kneeling down on the beach of the East Sea 
of Korea. God has fulfilled our prayers by sending out 1,800 
missionaries to 95 countries. Since it is God’s will to save all 
peoples of the world, God listens to our prayers and He works. 
As we pray, God will bring a season of Christ to North Korea, 
the Middle East and China. God is calling missionaries to go to 
the places where the gospel has not reached, and He will open 
the ways for us to go out. We should persistently pray for the 
evangelization of 7,000 major campuses in 233 countries of the 
world by raising 100,000 missionaries in our generation and 
our children’s generation. 

A HOLY NATION
God said, “You will be a holy nation...”  God wants His 

people to grow in His holiness and reveal His glory by living a 
life separated from worldliness (Eph 1:14). In this world full of 
sin and evil, how can we who have weaknesses become a holy 
nation? God presented the secret in the words of His covenant. 
Read verse 5–6a again: “Now if you obey me fully and keep my 
covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured pos-
session. Although the whole earth is mine, you will be for me a 
kingdom of priests and a holy nation.”  God promised that, if his 
people obey His words and keep His covenant, they would be 
His treasured possession, a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.

These days materialism and relativism intoxicate people’s 
mind and value system. Through mass media and internet, 
people are exposed to an adulterous environment and the temp-
tations of sin. In this atmosphere, many young people’s interests 
are having a good job, marrying a spouse of their dreams, and 
enjoying life with material abundance. As their inner persons 
remain powerless and sickened by sin, however, they suffer 
much in their family and social lives. Most of all, finishing life in 
vanity, depression and fear of judgment is the greatest tragedy. 
History testifies that the civilizations and nations that pursued 
material abundance and adultery weakened and perished due 
to the prevalence of sins that grew like a cancer. Satan tempts 
people to live their short lives for flesh and money that spoil 
and perish, and thus, leads them to eternal destruction. In our 
time, we should become watchers and salt and light of the world 
(Mt 5:13–14). For this we should stay awake. God said, “If you 
obey me fully…”  The words of God the Creator and Redeemer 
are full of the Spirit and life (Jn 6:63). The word of God is liv-
ing; it awakens our soul and spirit and judges the thoughts 
and attitudes of the heart (Heb 4:12). When we hold on to the 
word and obey it, the Holy Spirit sanctifies us to put off our old 
self, which pursues desires of the flesh, and to put on the new 
self, created to be like God in righteousness and holiness (Eph 

4:22–24). We should fight the good fight against the evil spirits 
of materialism, relativism and sinful pleasure of our times with 
the word of God, which is the sword of the Spirit (Eph 6:17). 
We should awaken young people who are intoxicated by the 
poison of sin with God’s word and help them rise to be holy 
young people of Jesus Christ.   

In his testamentary message to Israel, Moses said that the 
words of God are their life and their descendants’ life (Dt 32:47). 
The reason why UBF has been used as God’s instrument for 
this time is the love of the Bible and obedience to God’s word. 
Through the training in Bible study, reflection of, and obedi-
ence to God’s word, our members could be shepherds and Bible 
teachers anywhere, and thus live as a kingdom of priests and a 
holy nation. We must keep the spiritual legacy God has given us 
through our founders and ancestors, that is, the love of the Bible 
and obedience to God’s word, until the Lord comes. 

God said, “if you…keep my covenant.” Here, covenant can 
be compared to a marriage pledge between God and His people. 
In response to God’s absolute choice and love, we make a pledge 
that we love God and do not put any idol in our hearts. This 
pledge is summarized in the first and greatest commandment; 
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your mind” (Mt 22:37–38). Discarding God’s 
covenant and following the world, Israel finally lost the great 
blessing of God’s calling. But God did not change His hope of 
raising a holy nation. For this, God gave His only Son over to 
suffering and death. Before taking up the cross, the Lord prayed 
earnestly, with sweat like drops of blood falling to the ground 
(Lk 22:44); “My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken 
from me” (Mt 26:39). How the Father’s heart must have been 
torn as He was hearing the cry of His beloved Son! But God did 
not grant the Son’s request, in order to save us. By giving His 
life, the Lord established the new covenant for us by His blood 
(Lk 22:20). Then the Holy Spirit came to dwell in us, so that our 
hearts may be transformed to love God. It is proper for us to 
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love God who first loved us with all His heart and with all His 
soul and with all His mind with all our heart and with all our 
soul and with all our mind. May each of us keep God’s covenant 
which the Lord has sealed with His blood by giving our whole 
being to God our Creator and Redeemer, discarding anything 
temporary that holds our hearts now.  

What would God want earnestly from us, His beloved chil-
dren, today? Isn’t it that we become a holy nation after the hope 
of our Father and serve our times, believing in the Almighty 
God? In every time, there are difficulties and challenges. But 
holy people of God have overcome the world and served God’s 
will by trusting God firmly in any situation. Caleb in the Bible 
is a good example. The ten leaders who had spied the land of 
Canaan were fearful of the people of the land who looked strong 
and they gave bad reports that discouraged the Israelites. But 
Caleb said, “Do not be afraid of the people of the land, because 
we will devour them. The Lord is with us” (Nu 14:9). God said, 
“But because my servant Caleb has a different spirit and follows 
me wholeheartedly, I will bring him into the land he went to, and 
his descendants will inherit it” (Nu 14:24). According to God’s 
promise, Caleb entered the Promised Land, and at the age of 
85, he was full of passion and conquered the hill country where 
giants were living (Jos 14:10–14). Why did Caleb have a spirit 
and passion different from others though they all were in the 
same situation? The Bible says that he followed God wholeheart-
edly. When Caleb loved God with all his heart and with all his 
soul and with all his mind, God gave him passion and power to 

challenge difficult realities by faith in God Almighty, and gave 
him victories and blessings. The Bible reminds us that the real 
problem is not difficult realities but whether one is going the 
way of loving God and following Him wholeheartedly or not.

Praise be to God who saved us from sin and death to give 
us eternal life and the kingdom of God. Thanks be to the Lord, 
who is interceding for us at the right hand of God to lift us up 
from our weaknesses and failures with His unfailing grace and 
love (Ro 8:34). We, who are God’s treasured possession, cannot 
give our new life to the things of the world that spoil and perish. 
May we devote our precious one life fully to our only eternal God 
and Savior, serving His glorious hope as a kingdom of priests and 
a holy nation. In today’s materialistic and self-centered world, 
what are people thirsty for and seeking most? It is true love – 
the love of Christ. Along with the new covenant, the Lord gave 
us a new command; “Love one another. As I have loved you, so 
you must love one another. By this everyone will know that you 
are my disciples, if you love one another” (Jn 12: 34, 35). May 
we fully restore our love for God, for God’s word, and for our 
coworkers so that we may build up a community full of love. 
As we do so, I believe that God will give us unceasing passion 
and spiritual authority with which we can serve our times. In 
one mind and heart, let’s serve the evangelization of the world 
campuses faithfully until we all enter into the Lord’s glory and 
receive a crown of righteousness from Him.  

REPORT  
BY DAVID KIM, KOREA UBF DIRECTOR

2016 UBF WORLD MISSION REPORT AND 
MISSIONARIES–SHEPHERDS CONFERENCE

We give thanks and praise 
to God that he blessed 
the 17th UBF World Mis-
sion Report on June 5, 

2016. For the World Mission Report, 
we prayed a lot that God would open 
the way for us to use Jangchoong Gym-
nasium in Seoul and he answered our 
prayers. On a sunny, clear, and beau-
tiful day about 540 missionaries and 
national leaders from 60 countries 
together with 4,500 brothers and sis-
ters in Korea, attended the meeting. 
The meeting began with joyful and 
powerful praise, as national delegates 
of 45 countries, excluding 15 due to 
security reasons, entered the stadium 

dressed in their national costumes. The 
audience welcomed the missionaries 
and national leaders with big and 
passionate applause. The main mes-
sage was delivered by the UBF Gen-
eral Director, Dr. Abraham Kim, based 
on Exodus 19:4–6, titled, “A Holy Na-
tion.” It was full of grace and all the 
attendees were moved. Through the 
message, Dr. Abraham Kim powerfully 
testified to the holy love and hope of 
God, who called us to be a kingdom 
of priests and a holy nation. Following 
the message, national leaders from five 
continents gave their mission reports. 
They were Steven Sebbale (Uganda), 
Augustine Zhdanov (Ukraine), Gus-

tavo Prato (Venezuela), Al-
lison Haga (Taiwan), and 
Bob Henkins (USA). They 
shared their graceful life 
testimonies and God’s work 
in their respective countries 
and continents. Through the 
vivid and moving reports, 
God renewed our world 
mission vision and passion. 
After the main message and 
the reports, a UBF choir of 
500 members majesti-
cally sang “Gloria” (Mozart) 
and the “Angels’ chorus” 
(Beethoven). The mission-
aries and national leaders 
joyfully responded with big 
applause to the Korean fan 
dance and Taekwonmoo 

which demonstrated the beauty and 
spirit of Korea as a kingdom of priests. 

After the World Mission Report, about 
700 of the missionaries, national lead-
ers, Korea UBF chapter directors and 
senior layman leaders relocated to 
a conference venue for 3 nights and 
4 days to have a Missionaries–Shep-
herds conference. At the conference 
we focused on studying the book of 
Deuteronomy. While deeply studying 
Deuteronomy, we accepted the holy 
love and hope of God toward us and 
inscribed them on our hearts. From the 
beginning to the end of the study, God 
repeatedly taught us that to love and 
obey God and His word is the way to 
life, victory, prosperity, and blessing. 
Through the study of Deuteronomy, 
the missionaries and national lead-
ers, though they were in the middle 
of various kinds of suffering, received 
much strength, encouragement, and 
comfort and renewed God’s holy will 
and hope for them. I sincerely thank 
all UBF co–workers around the world 
who earnestly prayed for this meeting. 
Most of all, I give thanks and praise to 
God and render glory to Him who ac-
cepted our prayers and richly blessed 
the World Mission Report and the Mis-
sionaries-Shepherds Conference. May 
God be with all our missionaries and 
shepherds, scattered in 95 countries, 
who still today sacrificially devote their 
lives to God’s work.
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I. INNOCENCE DESTROYED

My life journey began on 
March 3, 1977. I am the 
fourth child of eight. I 
was enrolled into a school 

that was founded by Muslims. In this 
school, I was forced to learn Arabic and 
to practice Muslim prayers five times 
a day. After six years at the Muslim 
school, I joined Makerere University 
as an Economics major on government 
scholarship. In my first year at the uni-
versity, I got a job as a croupier in a 
Casino. I spent my daytime sleeping 
while working all night. In the lecture 
room, I dozed and had to be woken 
when the lecture was over. I viewed 
pornography and indulged in immoral 
relationships. I had no dream, no hope 
and no purpose. 

On one afternoon in my second year, 
while I was in my room resting and pre-
paring myself for the long night shift 
ahead, there was a gentle knock on 
my door. God led Msn. Abraham Baek 
to my room. He invited me for Bible 
study. After studying Genesis with him 
for one year, I accepted God’s love for 
me. I received, “And God saw that it was 
very good” (Gen 1:31). I also had John’s 
Gospel Bible Study with him. I met Jesus 
personally and received God’s personal 
calling as a campus shepherd through 
John 21:15, “Jesus said, ‘Feed my lambs.’”  

I resigned my Casino job and 
made a decision to serve 
campus mission.

II. THE GOD OF LONDON
When I finished the univer-

sity, I went to visit my brother 
in London, UK. Although I had never 
boiled an egg, I got an opportunity to 
work with a Three Star Michelin chef in 
a top London restaurant. I rose quickly 
from a pastry chef to Assistant Head 
Chef in less than four years. In mid–
2008, I was asked by the Group execu-
tive chef to be head chef in the new 
branch in Sheffield in northern Eng-
land. The company provided a house 
and other facilities. However, I still felt 
empty in myself. On many nights, I wept 
quietly about the meaninglessness of 
life without mission. 

By God’s grace, on December 20, 
2003, I got married to Shps. Dr. Mar-
garet. She is the most beautiful lady in 
the world, so prayerful, passionate for 
Jesus, and also talented. She applied 
and passed the entry exam to prac-
tice general family medicine in the UK. 
But she was also struggled with the 
same thought of a life without mission, 
and decided to return to Uganda. She 
abandoned her dream of a prosper-
ous life as a specialist doctor in Europe 
and went back to serve her sheep in 
Uganda, whom she always missed tre-
mendously. 

But I desperately sought a reason 
to hang on to my dream. I applied to 
Cambridge University to find a reason 
to stay in London and I was surprised 

when I was given an offer to study a 
Masters course in Economics. I often got 
confused whether God really wanted 
me to stay or to leave. At that time, I 
remembered Hebrews 1:24,25 which 
says: “By faith Moses, when he had 
grown up, refused to be known as the 
son of Pharaoh’s daughter. He chose to 
be mistreated along with the people of 
God rather than to enjoy the pleasures 
of sin for a short time.” I went to my 
General manager and handed in my 
resignation. 

When I got back I was unemployed 
for several years but kept trusting God. 

LIFE TESTIMONY 
BY STEVEN SEBBALE, MAKERERE UBF, UGANDA

FROM A GAMBLER TO A 
CAMPUS SHEPHERD
“Simon son of John, do you truly love me more than these? … Feed my 
lambs.” (John 21:15)

I spent most of my time on the campus 
serving students. God helped me rejoin 
my Economics class after eight years. I 
could graduate top even after many 
years of working as a chef. Eventually 
God also opened up an opportunity 
and I could get a self–supporting job 
with the Government near the campus. 
When I observed the sacrificial lives of 
our missionaries, I could not but take 
John’s Gospel 21:15 as a life key verse: 
“Simon son of John, do you truly love 
me more than these?” “Feed my lambs.” 
My hope and dream is that God can 
use me and my house church to serve 
campus students who still suffer under 
the power of sin and condemnation.

III. SHEPHERDING IN UGANDA
In 2000, I began to teach the Bible 

mainly to Makerere University Students. 
Although I was still weak and sinful, 
God trained me through the practical 
lives of  Msn.  Samuel and Mary  Yoo. 
Through their co–working, God’s minis-

try in Makerere grew tremendously. We 
are so blessed that many missionaries 
joined Uganda ministry. Dr. Luke and 
Rebekkah Lim joined in 2001 and took 
over the Makerere chapter. Through 
their leadership, Bethesda Medical Cen-
ter could be established. Personally, 
God blessed me with several commit-
ted Bible students. Shps. Maggie also 
raised several faithful Bible students 
who have become prayer mothers. 

In 2012, I received Acts 1:1–11, “You 
will be my witnesses.” in the Northern–
Eastern Africa Regional Bible Confer-
ence. Through this message, I renewed 
my call as a shepherd of God’s flock. 
And I was reminded of my shepherd 
oath: to live as a witness of Jesus. We 
prayed to pioneer new campuses. By 
God’s grace, God led us to pioneer 
Uganda Christian University together 
with Msn.  Livingstone and Grace Kang. 
By the grace of God, we served two 
brothers and one sister for two years. 
We frequently prayed for them to be 

an Abraham and Sarah of faith for UCU. 
In spite of many challenges, we thank 
God who has raised many committed 
young people who serve his word with 
dedication. 

God has blessed our house church 
in many ways. He has given us two 
children, Jeremiah and Natalie. He has 
helped us to feed His sheep at Makerere 
University. Many young leaders have 
been raised as responsible shepherds 
and Bible teachers. They are the future 
of campus ministry in Uganda. Now 
I serve five Bible students and serve 
the Group Bible Study for our junior 
shepherds. Praise be to the Almighty 
God who called this unworthy sinner to 
his redemptive work and has used me 
to co–work with many great servants. I 
pray that God may use me for rebuild-
ing Uganda as a kingdom of priests and 
a holy nation and for world campus mis-
sion until I enter the kingdom of God.

One Word: Feed my lambs
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1. THE ONE DESTROYED BY SIN

My name is Zhdanov Konstan-
tin Sergeevich. I am 36 years 
old and I was born in the city 
of Nikolaev, in the former 

Soviet Ukraine. My mother worked as 
an engineer and my father worked as a 
blue–collar worker. When I was 10 years 
old, my father began drinking heavily 
and caused a lot of trouble when he 
came at home. As I saw this, I promised 
myself that I would never become such 
a person and never drink alcohol. When 
I was 12 years old, my parents divorced. 
When the Soviet Union collapsed, my 
family became very poor. In my youth, I 
had no self–control whatsoever. At the 
age of 14, I began smoking marijuana 
and drinking alcohol. In the eleventh 
grade, I thought that if I went to col-

LIFE TESTIMONY 
BY AUGUSTINE ZHDANOV, KIEV UBF, UKRAINE

FROM A MISERABLE DRUNKARD 
TO AN ANGEL OF LIGHT

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has 
gone, the new is here!” (2 Corinthians 5:17)

will be a blessing.” I began to realize 
how much hope God had for my life. 
Without any merit, I was able to enter 
a university; and knowing that I would 
not go to church on my own, God used 
my work to introduce me to a church; 
and provided me with a mother–like 
shepherd. Praise God! God gave me a 
vision to become a campus shepherd 
for his word. A miserable drunkard be-
came a source of great compassion. 
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the 
new creation has come: The old has 
gone, the new is here!” After the confer-
ence, I came home and kicked out all 
my roommates, and gave it to the sis-
ters. I myself began a common life with 
the brothers. This became the happiest 
moment in my life. Daily devotionals at 
6 a.m., fellowship meetings, and lunch 
preparations were a source of joy for 
me. God changed my life completely 
and gave me a new name, Augustine.

However, after my graduation, in fear 
of my future, I abandoned my calling 
and moved to Moscow.

After three months, while I was lying 
on my bed in emptiness and suffering, 
my shepherd called me and told me to 
drop everything and return home. The 
next day, I quit my job and returned to 
Odessa.

In Odessa, I did not have any money 
or a job, but because I had a calling, I 
was happy. When I obeyed, God gave 
me a good job, many sheep, and es-

tablished me as a fellowship leader. 
My fellowship prays for the USA and 
is called Princeton. Every week, there 
are 5–10 one to one Bible studies by 
God’s blessing. The Word of God worked 
mightily in the hearts of Bible students 
and they brought their friends. For one 
year, my fellowship became the largest 
fellowship. In 2006, God blessed my 
life by establishing my house church 
with Shps.Danya of Moscow UBF and 
gave me two sons. Recently, all my 
Bible students used me and ran away. 
Some of  them I served for a long time 
despised me publicly. I complained to 
God, saying, “God, why did you send 
them to me? Do I have to go through 
this again?”

But during this time, I recognized 
that I was a greatly indebted and un-
worthy servant. Servants do not receive 
praise for their good work. Right now, 
when sheep despise me, I rejoice.

Odessa is one of the biggest port cit-
ies by the Black Sea. It is a city of trade 
and commerce. It is spread over 150 
km along the coastline. There are 28 
universities. Students become quickly 
saturated in the city’s materialism and 
licentiousness. In 1995, through UBF, 
God began a new ministry. Right now, 
there are 9 house churches and every 
week there are 50 Bible studies. God 
greatly blessed our 2016 Spring confer-
ence with 68 participants, encountering 

the risen Christ, and accepting World 
Mission.

Ukrainian soil is known to be one of 
the most fertile in the world. Ukraine 
has much potential due to its human 
resources and technological develop-
ments. However, due to the Russian 
invasion in 2014 to  Eastern Europe, 
much of the land has been lost and 
the national economy was devastated.

Shepherds and disciples in Odessa 
lost their jobs and were filled with 
fear. Nevertheless, the resurrected 
Christ gave us the word: “All author-
ity in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. Therefore, go and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit.” A kingdom 
of priests cannot abandon its mission 
because of some problems. We made 
decisions of faith to commit ourselves 
to God’s ministry and 14 of us came to 
the World Mission Report. I personally 
lost my job and due to my bank loan, I 
fell into a great fear.

But when I entrusted all things to 
God, He gave me victory and also gave 
me the grace to share a testimony at 
this World Mission Report. I pray that 
God may establish the Ukrainian na-
tion as a Kingdom of Priests and Holy 
Nation.

One Word: A Kingdom of Priests

lege, I would be able to start 
a new life. However, because 
I did not study, I did not have 
such an opportunity. However, 
by God’s grace, I was able to 
enter the Institute of Environ-

mental and Meteorological Sciences. 
This was the first bright moment of my 
life. But my life did not change. With my 
friends, I just began to sin even more. 
Marijuana, drugs, and sexual immorality 
corrupted me to the point where I was 
not only unable to study but I was not 
able to do anything. I was suspended in 
my second year at school. Even though 
I got a job, I would be fired in a day or 
a week. I could do nothing but sit in 
despair.

Accidentally, I found such a job that 
I could do very well. I became a guard 
in a kindergarten and what I had to 
do was just to sit down and stay there. 
UBF happened to be renting the place. 
Since then, UBF shepherds came to 
my room to watch soccer, and I got to 
know them. I was quickly fired from 

the kindergarten due to my drinking. 
However, I began to attend the Sunday 
Worship Service and began to study the 
Bible 1:1 with S. David Bau. However, 
the life of the believers looked boring 
and I did not give up my old lifestyle. 
In 2000 at the Spring Bible conference, 
I took some marijuana with me and 
attended the conference. Yet through 
the message, “Your sins are forgiven,” 
Jesus came and found me. I wrote my 
first testimony. But even after that, I 
caused trouble in the church. I came 
to church just to eat and by seducing 
sisters, I made them leave the church.

2. CAMPUS SHEPHERD
Msn. John Lee insisted on kicking 

me out. But Msn. Grace loved me as a 
mother, and she never rebuked me but 
only prayed for me. Through her serv-
ing, God began to heal me. In 2002, at 
a conference, I received the following 
words from a message: “I will make you 
into a great nation, and I will bless you; 
I will make your name great, and you 
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1. A DEPRESSED LIFE WITHOUT 
CHRIST

My name is Gustavo Prato. 
I was born on February 7, 
1984 in Caracas, which is 
the capital of Venezuela, to 

Colombian parents. Before I was born, 
my mother miscarried twice due to her 
sickness and after I was born, another 
time she miscarried.  As a child, I was 
bullied for my appearance, for being 
fat, for wearing glasses, and for having 
buck teeth. But I was recognized for my 
good grades and thought that someday 
I would be able to be a great scientist. 
As I grew up more and exercised, my 
outward appearance was changed. And 
I made girlfriends. When I was 16, I liked 
a girl who already had a boyfriend. But 
that girl chose her boyfriend over me. 
In my broken heart I fell into depres-
sion, got drunk and lost weight because 
I stopped eating. That year I took the 
college entrance exam and entered 

the best university in Venezuela (UCV) 
as a prestigious student. I decided to 
study Petroleum Engineering, the most 
popular major in Venezuela in order to 
make a lot of money and be truly happy. 
I soon became one of the best students 
in that difficult program and received 
recognition from professors and peers. 
But I began to suffer from severe depres-
sion and I again fell apart emotionally 
on two occasions. Especially when the 
end of the semester came, I became 
depressed again and passed nearly an 
entire week in bed watching television 
without even bathing. I felt so worried 
sometimes I walked through the streets 
aimlessly.   One time I arrived at my 
house, entered my room, and began 
to cry and throw everything in the air 
while I shouted. I felt seriously empty.

2. A LIFE WITH PURPOSE WITH 
CHRIST

In 2001 God had mercy on me and 
visited me through a UBF Bible study. I 
felt attracted to this meeting because 
after Bible study I felt much peace. I was 
invited to Summer Bible Conference 
that year. There I heard Jesus’ word to 
the woman caught in adultery. “Nei-
ther do I condemn you. Go now and 
leave your life of sin”(Jn 8:11). For the 
first time, I realized that lustful desires 
were sins. I decided to write a testimony 
and that evening sincerely repented 
of my sins. I received Jesus as Lord and 
confessed Jesus as my Savior. I received 
forgiveness of sins and the burden of sin 
rolled away. I began attending Sunday 
Worship Service and started Bible study 
with Missionary Juan Seo. I cleaned the 
UBF center, joined special songs and 
drama, went out to preach the gospel 
and shared my testimony. Gradually, 
God helped me to overcome bad hab-
its and depression.  Little by little God 
was changing my value system and I 

LIFE TESTIMONY 
BY GUSTAVO PRATO, CARACAS UBF, VENEZUELA

VENEZUELA, 
A ROYAL PRIESTHOOD 
AND A HOLY NATION

“But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people 
belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you 
out of darkness into his wonderful light.”(1 Peter 2:9)

accepted God’s mission to raise dis-
ciples among university students. This 
brought great joy to my life, to know and 
carry out my life purpose on this earth. 
But it was difficult to raise student sheep 
and I doubted if I would ever be capable 
of being a shepherd for the sheep. While 
I listened to the Sunday messages of 
Mark, I deeply received the words of 
Mark 1:17, “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, 
“and I will make you fishers of men.” God 
helped me to raise one disciple and lead 
a fellowship before I graduated from 
university. And God blessed me to es-
tablish a house church with a beautiful 
woman of faith, shepherdess Katiuska. 
She was a talented lawyer, more mature 
and with more spiritual fruits than me. 
God blessed our house church and sent 
us many sheep who grew as disciples. 
And they raised up other disciples.  I 
believed that the call of God did not 
come from man but from God. I sin-
cerely thank God for leading me to a 
ministry that studies the word of God.

3. VENEZUELA MISSION REPORT
Venezuela UBF ministry began in 

1987 when missionary Caleb Lee came 
as a military assistant went to UCV cam-
pus, prayed and preached the word of 
God.  In 1994, Missionary Pablo Star Oh’s 
family came to Venezuela and began 
God’s work newly. In 1995, missionary 
Hannah Choi joined Venezuela ministry. 
In 1996, M. Juan Seo, after establish-
ing a missionary house church with M. 
Hannah Choi, was sent to Venezuela. 
After M. Pablo and Paula Oh returned to 
Korea,  M. Juan Seo succeeded the min-

istry. The Holy Spirit worked powerfully 
at the 1998 Summer Bible Conference. 
When sister Norelkis confessed her sins 
and repented with tears, most of the 
sheep who attended the conference 
repented and accepted Jesus, making 
the decision to change their lives. M. 
Juan Seo began discipleship training for 
them. After this every year disciples of 
Jesus were raised and the ministry grew. 
After the 2015 Summer Conference, the 
number of worship service attendants 
in Caracas grew to more than 150. God 
blessed our ministry by sending out mis-
sionaries:  in 2006 M. Helen to Chicago, 
in 2011 M. Josue and Maria to Panama 
and in 2015 M. Leibins to Chicago. In 
2006,  Shp. Socrates & Doris pioneered 
Valles del Tuy Chapter. In 2011 Shp. 
Jaime and Carmen pioneered Merida 
Chapter and Shp. Hugo and Yolimar 
pioneered Maracaibo chapter. In the 
Caracas chapter, we were pioneering 
the universities, UCV, USB, IPC, and USM. 
Now there are 4 chapters in Venezuela 
directed by Venezuelan shepherds and 
about 200 people are participating in 
Sunday worship.

4. CALLING AS A SHEPHERD
In 2011, M. Juan and Hannah Seo 

made a decision to let the Venezu-
elan shepherds succeed the ministry. 
I was working as a university profes-
sor at the time and began to pray to 
succeed the ministry. We prayed and 
coworked together for this topic for over 
2 years. Finally, I received a clear direc-
tion to succeed the ministry in Caracas 
through Joshua 1:1. In 2013, we sent 

M. Juan Seo’s family as missionaries to 
America and I succeeded the Caracas 
ministry. There were many difficulties 
during the first year after succeeding 
the ministry. I doubted if I could suc-
ceed the leadership of M. Juan Seo. 
But one year later, God gave me the 
word of Joshua 1:5b, 6a: “As I was with 
Moses, so I will be with you; I will never 
leave you nor forsake you. Be strong 
and courageous.” I was encouraged by 
God and decided to serve the Lord more 
diligently. God blessed this decision and 
in 2014, 15 disciples were raised up (10 
University students and two University 
professors). In the year 2015, we had the 
International Bible Conference of North-
ern South America, where 350 people 
participated. In the last 2 years Caracas 
UBF Sunday worship service grew from 
100 to 150 attendants. 4 house churches 
were established and there were two 
engagements. Missionaries were sent 
out to Argentina and the USA. Glory to 
God! Venezuela is now experiencing 
political and economic conflicts. The 
people suffer for the lack of food, medi-
cine and daily necessities and wait long 
lines in order to buy them. I believe that 
God allows Venezuela to go through the 
fiery furnace in order to purify her and 
to use her as his precious instrument. 
God will make Venezuela a Shepherd 
nation for the whole world. I praise God 
who gives me grace and vision to be a 
spiritual leader for Venezuela.

One Word : Lord, make Venezuela a 
royal priesthood and a holy nation!
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I. AN EMPTY WAY OF LIFE

Hi, my name is Robert Henkins. 
But everyone calls me Bob. 
(Koreans like ‘Bob’ (rice) very 
much.) I was born in 1965 in a 

suburb of Chicago. I was a quiet blond 
haired boy who was a happy and could 
make friends easily. When I was 12, I 
got the biggest shock of my life when 
my parents told me that my dad was 
not my biological father. It made me 
wonder what other deeply held beliefs 
of mine might be wrong. When I got 
to high school, my teacher suggested 
I enroll in honors classes, I thought “no 
way” I didn’t want to work too hard. My 
friends and I would go to many drink-

ing parties where we experimented 
with drugs and alcohol. As high school 
graduation was nearing I was not sure 
what I wanted to do with my life. I was 
seriously considering joining the US 
Air Force, but I decided to go to college 
instead. I really wanted to get away 
from my overbearing father, so my best 
friend and I moved into an apartment 
together. I worked three part–time 
jobs to support myself. But at least 
now I was free to party all the time. I 
thought I was going to enjoy my life to 
the fullest: “Freedom!” My grades suf-
fered because I missed class so much. 
Finally, my GPA dropped below the 
minimum allowed and after being on 

academic probation, the dean’s office 
kicked me out of school.

In the midst of this, one day, while I 
was studying in the IIT library, a Korean 
man came up to me and asked me if 
I wanted to study the Bible. I wanted 
to find out about the end of the world, 
and wanted to study Revelation, but we 
began with Genesis Bible study. I didn’t 
always like going to Bible study. Some-
times I would be angry as I walked to 
M. Paul Young Kim’s apartment, as he 
insisted we had to meet. But strangely 
when I left, I felt happy and I realized that 
my anger was gone. I studied Genesis, 
John’s gospel and Exodus before I came 
to my first Sunday worship service. How-

LIFE TESTIMONY 
BY BOB HENKINS, IIT UBF, USA

FROM A PARTY ANIMAL TO A 
HOLY NATION PEOPLE

“But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness and all these things will 
be given to you as well.” (Matthew 6:33)

ever even though I studied the Bible, I 
continued to live a double life. Even after 
I started attending the Friday meeting, 
I would share my testimony and then 
meet my friends at the bar. Eventually, 
partying began to destroy my life. You 
cannot serve two masters. Because of 
this I was put on academic probation 
again and I failed to pull my grades up 
and was kicked out of school for the sec-
ond time. My life was spiraling out of 
control. I had been kicked out of school 
twice, fired from two jobs, kicked out 
of my apartment, I was being sued in 
court and returned to my father’s house 
as a failure. I sunk to the lowest point 
of my life.

II. THE WORD OF GOD WAS WORK-
ING IN ME.

At the first Easter conference I attend-
ed, I was asked to do a monodrama on 
1 Corinthians 15:1–11. Memorizing the 
Bible passage softened my heart and af-
ter that I began to come faithfully to wor-
ship service and conferences. The real 
changing point in my life came when 
I got the chance to deliver a morning 
devotion message based on Matthew 
6:33. But right before this conference 
I slept with my girlfriend. So M. Paul 
asked me to write Psalm 51 a hundred 
times to help me see my sin and repent. 
It was tough to write it so many times, 

but through this word of God, my heart 
was convicted and I realized my sins for 
the first time. Then something amaz-
ing happened, when I woke up Sun-
day morning, it had snowed overnight. 
I never cared about it before, but now for 
the first time the pure white snow was 
beautiful. One of the verses I wrote 100 
times says this, “Cleanse me with hyssop, 
and I will be clean; wash me, and I will be 
whiter than snow.” Through this verse I 
tasted the grace of God and I wept. For 
the first time in my life, I realized how 
wretched my sins were to God. But I was 
washed clean by the grace of God. Then 
my heart was opened. I could accept Mt 
6:33, “But seek first His kingdom and His 
righteousness and all these things will 
be given to you as well.“ It was then that 
I made a decision to honestly try and fol-
low Jesus first in my life. From that time 
I began to serve God. Then God began 
to give all these things as well.

First, God helped me, who was kicked 
out two times, to get good grades during 
the last year and half of my undergradu-
ate career, and blessed me to graduate. 
Second, even though the job market was 
very difficult, God provided me a job the 
very next week after I graduated. Third, 
a year later, God prepared a beautiful, 
gracious, loving wife Julia for me. She is 
God’s wonderful gift to me. She’s my best 
friend. She makes me laugh and we work 
well together. Fourth, God delivered me 
from my court case. Being full of thanks 
due to all these things, I sincerely gave 
my life to the Lord through studying the 
Bible and writing testimonies. I went 
fishing regularly and taught the Bible. 
Then God raised me to be the presider 
for the main Chicago worship service. In 
1995, God blessed my wife and I with our 
first of four children, a son we named Da-
vid, in the hope that he would love God 
and become a man after God’s heart. 
In 1998, we were blessed to have our 
second child, Elizabeth, followed by Suzy 
and finally Mikey. When I sought first His 

kingdom and His righteousness, God 
provided all these things as well. Praise 
God who is faithful to his promises!

III. IIT MINISTRY
For several years our fellowship was 

very small, with only two families. Even 
though we were small, God worked and 
many students came and went. Then in 
2007 following the direction to double 
our ministry by 2012, we were privileged 
to pioneer a new chapter on the IIT cam-
pus. I had difficulties with pioneering a 
new chapter, but I experienced Jesus as 
my horn of salvation and he shined upon 
me like the rising sun. He guided my feet 
into the path of peace and changed my 
life dramatically and restored my rela-
tionship with my father and enabled 
me to become a shepherd and a chapter 
director for the past nine years.

Last summer I finished my master’s 
degree from Northwestern University 
in Predictive Analytics, even though I 
had to work full time, take care of my 
family, prepare messages and lead our 
ministry. In the past, I never would have 
been able to do any of these things, but 
God has enabled me to serve him. God 
changed me from a burned–out party 
animal to a Holy Nation People to serve 
God. I am not bragging, all I want to do 
is thank God for his wonderful love 
and tell everyone about the salvation 
we receive through his son Jesus. Our 
God is wonderful and I’m so amazed 
how he poured out his precious love 
and changed my life. Praise God for his 
wonderful love and grace who saved 
this miserable sinner and changed my 
life ‘from a burned–out party animal to 
a Holy Nation People!’ Please pray for 
America to be a Kingdom of Priests and 
a Holy Nation. 

One word: Thank God who changed 
my life from a party animal to a Holy 
Nation People
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LIFE TESTIMONY 
BY ALLISON HAGA, KAOHSIUNG UBF, TAIWAN

I WILL MAKE YOU INTO A GREAT 
NATION AND I WILL BLESS YOU

“I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you.  I will make your name 
great, and you will be a blessing.” (Genesis 12:2)

I. FROM AN ARCHER TO A STUDENT 
MISSIONARY

I was born in 1972 in Guangzhou, 
China. I went to Hong Kong with 
my father when I was 5 years old, 
while my mother stayed in China 

with my two sisters. But they rejoined 
us 8 years later. Growing up in Hong 
Kong without my mother, I felt in-
secure and hungry for love and at-
tention. My father’s strict discipline 
made me rebellious and full of hatred. 
I had no friends among the kids of 
my age. I would rather gamble than 
go to church. My only joy was play-
ing volleyball. But because I played it 
too much, my kidney began to bleed 
and I was hospitalized when I was 
12. I came to realize that everything 
comes with a price tag and I must pay 
for my every decision.

After that, I became mature and re-
sponsible. I set my goal to study hard 
and go to college. I entered the Uni-
versity of Hong Kong in 1992, major-
ing in American Studies and playing 
archery. I played well and my coach 
said I could defeat the Korean archer 
in the 1996 Olympics. But deep in 
my heart, I wasn’t happy or satisfied. 
When I faced relationship problems 
with my friends, I didn’t know how 
to overcome the feelings of hatred, 
jealousy and lust. One day, I prayed 

to God to show me the meaning and 
purpose of my life. Two weeks later, 
while I was waiting for my friend to 
have lunch together outside the HKU 
library, a Korean lady, Msn. Angela 
Kim, came to invite me to study the 
Bible one–to–one. She impressed me 
deeply by her faith and her effort in 
serving students by sacrificing her 
lunch hour to teach them the Bible. 
I accepted her invitation because I 
wanted to hear what she had to say 
about the Bible. During our very first 
Bible study, the word of God was so 
powerful that it moved my heart to 
tears and repentance. God said, “Let 
there be light and there was light!” 
Through that verse I saw my Creator 
God. I learned how Jesus loved me 
so much that He came into the world 
to die for me. I was redeemed at a 
price to serve His purpose. Since then, 
I never doubted God’s love for me. 
This revelation transformed my life 
and my way of thinking.

I received Genesis 12:2 as my life 
key verse. “I will make you into a great 
nation and I will bless you. I will make 
your name great, and you will be a 
blessing.” God called me to leave my 
country, my people, and my father’s 
household and to go to the land He 
would show me. God promised to 
make my life a source of blessing for 

all nations and people. I gave up my 
Olympic dream and made a life com-
mitment to be a campus shepherd-
ess. Although I didn’t like to sit down 
and study, I accepted God’s calling for 
me to serve mission as a professor. In 
July 1995, a month after my gradu-
ation, God miraculously gave me a 
Fulbright Scholarship to study in the 
US! I went to Williamsburg, Virginia 
as the first Hong Kong UBF student 
missionary and studied at the College 
of William and Mary, where some of 
America’s Founding Fathers had once 
attended. God was training me to be 
an independent gospel worker and 
bilingual Bible teacher for World Cam-
pus Mission. At the time the closest 
UBF center was in College Park, six 
hours away. Washington coworkers 
gave me the nickname, “Greyhound 
Missionary!” My Bible teacher was 
Msn. Esther Lee. After my masters, 
I made a decision to stay in America 
and serve American campus mission. 
Then the LORD opened the door for 
me to enter the US History PhD Pro-
gram at William and Mary. God gave 
me a great research topic on study-
ing the religious factors in the Korean 
War. I came to understand God’s great 
plan in history to raise up a war–torn 
country into a missionary – sending 
country. In January 1999, God blessed 

me to establish a house church with 
Shp. Steve Haga, the most faithful, 
intelligent, and handsome shepherd.

II. FROM A US CITIZEN TO A MIS-
SIONARY IN TAIWAN

In November 2006, during the same 
month that I finally obtained my US 
citizenship, Shp. Steve received two 
job offers, one in Kaohsiung Taiwan 
and one at Korea University in Seoul. 
It was a hard decision. If I went to Korea, 
I would be successful academically. But 
the LORD told us that Taiwan needed us. 
Therefore, we gave up a great opportu-
nity for our professional developments 
and left for Kaohsiung, Taiwan in Febru-
ary 2007. NSYSU is a small campus of 
about 9000 students. But there was no 
job for me in Kaohsiung and I sank into 
depression. The Lord enlightened me 
through Baby Jesus laying in a manger. 
Jesus not only humbled and emptied 
himself to make us rich, but also en-
trusted his life fully to God’s hands. I 
repented of my proud and selfish mind 
and began to embrace God’s plan in 
my life wholeheartedly: to be a Bible 
teacher for campus students. I decid-
ed that I won’t look for jobs any more; 
jobs would need to look for me! I only 
needed to look for God’s lost sheep. 
As soon as I rested in God’s promise, 
I didn’t even need to look for sheep, 
sheep began to show up at our Group 
Bible study meeting through the post-
ers we put on campus. Yawen became 
my first one–to–one student.

But I felt sick suddenly in February 
2008. A large tumor was found in my 
esophagus. Surgery would be very 
difficult and very expensive. I trusted 
and fully depended on my heavenly 
Father because I knew He would take 
care of me. He provided the best doc-
tor in Hong Kong for me. The surgery 

was successful and the offering of God’s 
people miraculously covered all the 
expenses. Thank God, it was not ma-
lignant! I recovered very quickly and 
fully without even losing a pound. As 
soon as I returned to Kaohsiung, more 
sheep were waiting for me to study the 
Bible. My mission life took off at full–
gear! Meanwhile, a new job found me; I 
was invited to offer an English Technical 
Writing course for computer science 
students in NSYSU.

I am a history major. I needed to learn 
how to teach this course by faith. God’s 
grace was sufficient for me. Because of 
the students’ response, other depart-
ments also invited me to teach writ-
ing in their departments. Gradually, 
my workload increased and became 
as heavy as a full–time professor. But 
my pay was only half of what a full–time 
professor would earn. But I was thank-
ful and happy, knowing that God is in 
charge and He is training me. Sheep 
just kept coming to me: from two to 
four, four to eight, eight to twelve…The 
number is still growing. Yawen, Mandy, 
Tina, Celine, Jenny, Naomi, Nicky, and 
Gregory grew to be our core members. 
They support us in many ways and are 
very faithful. Now some of them serve 
as one–to–one Bible teachers. The Lord 
blessed us to purchase a humble Bible 
center. In May 2014, I was invited by 
the School of Social Science to be a 
full–time contract professor in NSYSU.

Meanwhile, Msn. Steve was not able 
to get his tenure in spite of his hard 
work. Also, Satan attacked some of our 
coworkers, causing so many misunder-
standings and conflicts. I was very dis-
couraged by the situation. Should we 
stay in Taiwan or should we go back to 
the US? God gave me Hebrews 10:36, 
“You need to persevere so that when 
you have done the will of God, you will 

receive what he has promised.” The Holy 
Spirit reminded me of God’s calling for 
me to live my life as a missionary and 
pioneer. I must overcome and perse-
vere! So I made a decision to stay in 
Taiwan no matter what in order to claim 
what God has promised us. Shortly af-
ter my decision, the Lord helped us to 
purchase a small studio apartment and 
I obtained my Taiwan permanent resi-
dency so that I can live, work, and serve 
freely in Kaohsiung. God also shows 
His great blessing by allowing me to 
have my full–time contract renewed 
for another year and receive research 
funding to revise my dissertation and 
turn it into a book for publication.

I was born in China, grew up in Hong 
Kong, married in America, and now 
serve in Taiwan. Through my journey 
and life experience, it is clear that the 
Lord has raised and trained me for a 
specific purpose. The Lord is making our 
ministry in Kaohsiung a gospel power 
station for Taiwan and for world mis-
sion: all nations come to us and we go 
out to all nations. God has been bring-
ing many international students to our 
ministry and raised up Dr. Judy, Dr. 
Mani, and Dr. Raju all from India, Stefany 
from Columbia, and Cristy from Ecuador 
as our coworkers. Among our growing 
disciples, God sent out Jenny, Dr. Nicky, 
Dr. Raju, and soon Gregory, to support 
the Taipei ministry. We are praying for 
God’s work in Chennai, India through 
Ravi, Dr. Judy and Dr.Mani. As members 
have gone overseas and sheep have 
returned home, skype Bible study has 
become a way to support world mission 
work. Please pray for us to be strong 
in holding onto God’s grace and many 
house churches can be established in 
Kaohsiung.

One Word: I receive Taiwan as what 
God has promised
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Welcome to the 2016 UBF Missionaries–Shep-
herds Conference! Throughout this conference 
we will be studying the book of Deuteronomy. 
Deuteronomy means “second law.” After forty 

years in the wilderness, the Israelites were about to enter the 
Promised Land of Canaan. But before they did, Moses wanted 
to remind them of all that God had done for them, and of his 
laws. Most of all, he taught them to listen to God, and to love 
God with all their hearts and minds.

Today’s passage tells us what the king of Israel should 
do. It may not seem relevant to us. We are not kings of Israel. 
But spiritually speaking, we are a chosen people and a royal 
priesthood (1 Pe 2:9). God has chosen us as spiritual leaders 
in his world salvation work. Each of us has been specifically 
chosen by God and sent into the world that needs the gospel 
as his representatives. It may be to another nation, or to one’s 
own people. It may be to serve a large number of people, a 
small group, or even one person. Anyway, we are all leaders 
who have significant influence and responsibility. We need to 
learn what kind of leader God wants us to be so that we can 
give good influence and be a blessing. In 17:14–20 we can find 
several key qualifications for spiritual leadership. In verses 
14–15 we learn that we are chosen by God, just as the kings of 
Israel were. God chose us, not because of righteous things we 
have done, but because of his mercy through Jesus (Tit 3:5). 
Because we are chosen by grace, we should thank God always, 
and not grumble or complain. In verses 16–17 we learn that 
we must be self–controlled regarding power, money and sex. 
As kings of Israel were not to depend on military power, so 
spiritual leaders must not depend on worldly power. Instead, 
we should depend on God and have a servant’s mindset, like 
Jesus (Mk 10:45).Many spiritual leaders have stumbled because 
of lust and greed. We must always ask God’s mercy not to fall 
into temptation. While verses 15–17 emphasize what not to 
do, verses 18–20 emphasize what to do. So we will focus on 
these verses.

Verse 18 says, “When he takes the throne of his kingdom, 
he is to write for himself on a scroll a copy of this law, taken 
from that of the Levitical priests.” At the very beginning of 
his reign, first and foremost, the king should make clear his 
submission to the LORD. As spiritual leaders we must first of 
all accept the LORD as King and follow his word. How can we 
follow the LORD practically? Let’s read verse 19: “It is to be 
with him, and he is to read it all the days of his life so that he 
may learn to revere the LORD his God and follow carefully all 
the words of this law and these decrees….” Here the words “be 
with him” indicate that whatever the king does, and wherever 
he goes, he should take the words of God with him. When a 
king travels, he takes many things with him: his bodyguards, 
secretary, checkbook. But most importantly he must take the 
word of God, the Bible, with him. There are two things he must 
never forget: his wife and his Bible. Wherever you go, do you 
bring your Bible? Did you take your Bible to the World Mission 
Report? Yet it is not enough to have it with us; we must also 
read it. Reading implies more than observing with the eyes 
to get information, like from a newspaper. It should not be 
random and haphazard, but regular and systematic, until one 
hears the author’s intention and understands it. This requires 
diligence, persistence and devotion.

Why is the Bible so valuable that it should be kept and 
read all the days of one’s life? 2 Timothy 3:15–17 says, “…and 
how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which 
are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ 
Jesus. All Scripture is God–breathed and is useful for teaching, 
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the 
servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good 
work.” We find two things in Scripture which are most pre-
cious and cannot be found anywhere else. First, it makes us 
wise for salvation. There are so many books, movies, videos 
and so on. They may be interesting, entertaining and helpful. 
But some of them are very harmful. Yet none of them can give 
us salvation from our sin and death. Can you find salvation in 

Deuteronomy 17:18–20
“It is to be with him, and he is to read it all the days of his life so that he may learn to revere the 
LORD his God and follow carefully all the words of this law and these decrees….” (19)

OPENING MESSAGE 
BY RON WARD, CHICAGO UBF, USA

READ IT ALL THE DAYS OF YOUR LIFE

MISSIONARIES–SHEPHERDS CONFERENCE
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any other book? Only the word of God can make us wise for 
salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. The word of God leads 
us to Jesus who gives us the forgiveness of sins, eternal life and 
living hope in the kingdom of God. The word of God gives us 
the absolute meaning of our lives, purpose, and true joy and 
peace. Second, the word of God equips us to grow spiritually 
and to do good work. The word of God is useful for teaching, 
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness. When we 
study the Bible sincerely, it convicts us of our sins and wrongs, 
teaches us how to live, and helps us to grow as godly people. 
Through Bible study we can realize that our selfishness is sin 
and learn how to love God and love others. We can have a right 
relationship with God and with others. The word of God helps 
us to be thoroughly equipped for every good work. These are 
two reasons why the Scripture is so valuable that it should be 
read and kept all the days of one’s life.

How then shall we read the Bible? I want to introduce a 
few among ten strategies by Howard and William Hendricks. 
Read thoughtfully. Reading is not just scanning. Thoughtful 
reading involves study. We have to think carefully about what 
we read. Read repeatedly. Not just one or two times, but 100 
times until we gain deep insight into the words of God. We 
should read entire books of the Bible in one sitting. Did you 
read Deuteronomy from the beginning to the end before com-
ing here? If not, please do it here. This helps us grasp the big 
picture of the book. It is good to read the Bible out loud with 
emotional content. This helps us understand it from our hearts. 
Read patiently. The fruit of the word takes time to ripen. Be 
patient with the text and be patient with yourself, relax and 
enjoy the experience. God’s truth is there, and you’ll find it 
if you just give yourself time. There are other strategies, but 
I will stop here. When we read the Bible in this way, we can 
understand the spiritual meaning of the passage. Furthermore, 
we can live a Spirit–filled life. We are vulnerable to temptations 
which come through all kinds of media and in many ways. We 
cannot overcome it by our own effort, but the word of God 
protects our minds and hearts from all temptations. We can 
also have the strength and wisdom to do many things. Some 
people say, “I am so busy that I don’t’ have time to read the 
Bible.” But if we give a priority to reading the Bible, the word 
of God enables us to do many more things than we could 
imagine. Whenever I prepare a Sunday message, I spend a lot 
of time reading and meditating on the Bible passage. Most of 

all I like to memorize the Bible passage and recite it repeatedly 
in a loud voice with emotional content. Recently, as I recited 
Luke 9:38–39, a father’s heart for his demon–possessed son 
moved me deeply. Then Jesus’ grace struck my heart. I was so 
strengthened that I could bear all kinds of hardships and was 
free to serve God’s people joyfully.

Bible reading should be done, not just during a certain 
season of life, but all the days of one’s life. There is no gradua-
tion, no vacation and no retirement. Why should we read the 
Bible like this? All the days of our life! It seems restrictive, 
hindering our freedom. But that is not true. It gives us true 
rest, freedom, joy and peace. Moreover, heavenly wisdom 
and a discerning heart are given to us. In addition, we can be 
healthy spiritually, emotionally and even physically. Do you 
want to be healthy? Please read the Bible.

Verse 19b tells us what happens through reading the Bible. 
It says, “…so that he may learn to revere the LORD his God….” 
Here “revere the LORD” means to honor, admire profoundly 
and worship the LORD. It is recognizing God as God, being 
drawn to him in awareness of his supreme power, beauty, 
glory, majesty, and especially his holiness. When we revere 
the holy God, our hearts will not be corrupted. Reverence for 
God keeps us from sinning and empowers us to do what is 
right. The word “revere” also implies to love God. God does 
not want us to be scared of him, but to be in awe of him. Our 
obedience to God does not come from loveless fear, but from 
full trust and love. This leads us to have a deep, intimate, 
personal relationship with God. So we can confess that God 
is “my God.” When we love God, we can love his words (Jn 
14:15a,23a). Then we can obey his words willingly and joyfully. 
We can grow more and more in becoming like Jesus. This is 
true blessing and privilege.

When the king reveres the Lord based on his words, he 
can avoid considering himself better than others (20). He 
can overcome his pride and humbly regard his people as his 
brothers and sisters who follow the word of God together with 
him. Then they can experience the kingdom of God together 
in their community. Let’s take the word of God wherever we 
go, read it, meditate on it, and obey it all the days of our lives. 
Then God will surely bless us and our descendants. Let’s study 
the book of Deuteronomy with all our hearts. May God bless 
this conference abundantly.

COUNT THE STARS

Let’s talk about stars. Stars 
are a symbol of excellency. 
Generals, hotels and res-
taurants are ranked with 

stars. Hollywood celebrities long to have a star of their own 
at the Chinese Theater in L.A. But today, we’ll talk about real 
stars, stars in the sky. Last night, many of us reunited after 
several years and talked long into the night. Did you have a 
look at the stars in the sky? In this passage, the stars in the 
sky teach us about God and about faith. May the word of God 
come to us even in this early morning.

Look at verse 1. “After this” refers to the battle of kings 
and to Abram’s ensuing rescue mission. Abram’s nephew Lot 
lived in Sodom. The city was sacked by the enemies’ army; all 
inhabitants were taken prisoner and all goods were plundered. 
When Abram learned about Lot’s capture, he mustered 318 
servants of his own household plus some friends. In a nightly 
attack they won a complete victory, recovering all the P.O.W.’s 
plus the spoils of war. But after this, Abram was not in a mood 
to celebrate his victory. This was because Lot returned to Sodom 
without even saying, “Thank you, Uncle Abram!”

After this the word of the Lord came to Abram. What did 
God say to a broken–hearted man? God said, “Do not be afraid, 
Abram. I am your shield, your very great reward.” First, “Do not 
be afraid.” As a stranger in a foreign land, Abram was always 
in danger. These risks had increased because of his campaign 
to save Lot. If the defeated enemies returned, they would show 
no mercy. But God spoke words of peace to Abram, “Do not 
be afraid, Abram. I am your shield.” If God was for him, who 
could be against him? (Rom 8:31b) Second, I am your very 
great reward. While Abram may have lost Lot again, he still 
had God. God himself is the best and very great reward any 
person can ever “receive.”

How did Abram receive God’s word of encouragement? 
He responded twice, saying, “Sovereign Lord, what can you 
give me since I remain childless and the one who will inherit 
my estate is Eliezer of Damascus? … You have given me no 
children; so a servant in my household will be my heir.” When 
the word of the Lord came to him, Abram complained God, 
“You have given me no children.” Abraham was tired and 
disappointed in his faith. For a long time he had lived by faith; 

but now he could not wait for God anymore. He lost his desire 
to continue his life of faith. He expressed his inner desire to 
make a servant in his household, Eliezer of Damascus, his heir. 
His deepest desire was to have a child, a son of his own. Why 
did God allow him to go through many pains and sufferings 
by not giving him a son despite his earnest plea for one? This 
is because God had great hope for him to become the father 
of many nations (Gen 17:4). God wanted him to become the 
father of faith for all generations to walk in the footsteps of 
his faith. Therefore, Abram needed God’s training to grow in 
faith while holding onto God’s promise.

Instead of rebuking Abram for complaining, God respond-
ed tenderly, saying, “This man will not be your heir, but a 
son who is your own flesh and blood will be your heir.” God 
reassured Abram of the given promise that he would have a 
son of his own. God underlined this by giving Abram some 
physical exercise. Let us read verse 5. “He took him outside and 
said, ‘Look up at the sky and count the stars–if indeed you can 
count them.’ Then he said to him, ‘So shall your offspring be.’” 
The Sovereign God took Abram outside. It seems that Abram 
had been sitting in his tent with his head bent down. Now, 
God took him for an evening stroll together like in those good 
old days (Gen 3:8). “Hey, buddy, get some fresh air!” Abram 
got up and followed. Outside, it was dark, but pleasant. God 
challenged Abram, “Look up at the sky and count the stars–if 
indeed you can count them.”

First, God planted faith in Abram’s heart. Abram started 
counting the stars–”One, two, three...” The more he concen-
trated, the more stars he could see. The stars spoke to him, as 
Psalm 19:1–2 says: “The heavens declare the glory of God; the 
skies proclaim the work of his hands. Day after day they pour 
forth speech; night after night they display knowledge.” Abram 
called God “Sovereign Lord.” But he had no idea of the true 
extent of God’s sovereignty, of God’s greatness, of God’s power. 
Now he was overwhelmed with the realization of the living 
almighty God. Faith in God Almighty blossomed in Abram’s 
heart. He was moved that the almighty God was concerned 
about his situation and heart’s desire. Thirty years ago, Dr. 
Samuel Lee challenged us to pray for the gospel to reach the 
Soviet Union within ten years. We could not believe in such 
a thing to happen. But we prayed fervently. Miraculously, the 

Genesis 15:1–21
“He took him outside and said, ‘Look up at the sky and count the stars–if indeed you can count 
them.’ Then he said to him, ‘So shall your offspring be.’” (5)

MORNING DEVOTION LECTURE I 
BY WALTER NETT, COLOGNE UBF, GERMANY
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Iron Curtain lifted within four years. Germany was reunited 
peacefully. Now, there are precious missionaries and growing 
shepherds all across the former Soviet Union, even in Islamic 
nations. With God, all things are possible (Mk 9:23).

Second, God planted a great vision in Abram’s heart. 
God gave Abram a glorious vision. This vision was beyond 
understanding and explanation. And when God added, “So 
shall your offspring be,” Abram realized that in God Almighty 
each star represented one of his future descendants. This was 
incomprehensible because Abram was old and his wife Sarah 
was barren. But through the eyes of God, through this holy 
vision, Abram could see that it was more than possible, more 
than probable. He had assurance in God. When we serve 
God, we need to have a vision. Otherwise, we become gloomy 
and pragmatic. You may know that in deep winter, Sweden 
has only 6 hours of daylight time. Should M. John Joo use 
18 hours of night for counting the stars in the sky? He came 
to God in prayer, and God gave him a vision through Isaiah 
2:3, “Many peoples will come and say, ‘Come, let us go up to 
the mountain of the Lord, to the temple of the God of Jacob. 
He will teach us his ways, so that we may walk in his paths.’” 
With this vision, he serves his 5 children and one young 
man, Skyjo, praying that they would grow as Bible teachers 
and that through them God would bless Sweden as a gospel 
headquarter for many nations.

Third, God planted a sense of history in Abram’s heart. 
The view of the starlit night gave Abram a sense of future 
generations to come. In verses 12–16, God revealed to Abram 
that his descendants would be a great nation during the 400 
years in Egypt, they would suffer much through training to be 
a people useful to God. And God promised to give them the 
promised land as an inheritance. When Abraham struggled 
because he didn’t have a son, God had a great vision to raise 
him into a great nation, Israel, and wanted to bless all the 
people in the world through Israel by making the nation as a 
kingdom of priests and holy nation. God’s ultimate purpose 

was to bless all the people in the world by sending our Savior 
Jesus Christ into the world through Israel. We need to have 
God’s sense of history. Then we can overcome our present 
problems.

Look at Abram’s reflection. Verse 6 says, “Abram believed 
the Lord, and he credited it to him as righteousness.” Abra-
ham had complained to God about not having a natural heir. 
But God owed him nothing. God held on to his promise and 
revealed his greater purpose to Abram. Abram was humbled. 
He could not but accept God’s promise anew by faith, holding 
on to God as his very great reward. Through faith, his rela-
tionship with God was made right. To God, faith is enough.

My job, my family with four children who are at different 
stages of graduation, and other things sometimes seem to 
swallow all my attention. At the same time, I really want to 
serve God’s ministry. But more often than not, I feel barren 
and powerless, like the old man I am turning into. Yet the 
real problem is not the visible outcome. The point is whether 
I depend on God or on myself. I need to renew my faith in 
God. “Look up at the sky and count the stars—if indeed you 
can count them.” Or, according to my 2016 key verse, “Let 
us fix our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith.” 
Fixing my eyes on Jesus helps me overcome myself and my 
situation to put my trust and hope in him. It sets me free to 
share the love of God with this generation. I can even have a 
vision for a new pioneering ministry after retirement in 2020.

God wants us to have faith and vision and a sense of 
history. Then we can serve one person with a long–term 
perspective, just as God helped one person, Abram. Serving 
one person seems to be a small matter. While we serve one 
person, we are like Abram counting the stars. It looks silly to 
worldly people who only look for immediate gain. But serv-
ing one person, like Abram, who put his faith in God, is like 
serving all mankind. And the faith of one person, like Abram, 
can change the course of history for good. Let us reach for the 
stars by serving one person like Abraham. Amen!

LIVING HOPE

T his letter was written by Apostle Peter to the early Chris-
tians who were scattered by persecution. They became 
strangers in the world because of their faith. At the time 
of Paul’s writing, they were facing many kinds of persecu-

tion and rejection. Consequently, they suffered greatly for being 
Christians. To such persecuted strangers and suffering Christians 
Peter did not share words of pity or sorrow, but praises to God. 
Why? There are three reasons.

FIRST, NEW BIRTH
Look at verse 3. “Praise be to the God and Father of our 

Lord Jesus Christ In his great mercy he has given us new birth 
....” Who is God? God is the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. God 
is our Father also. Jesus said to his disciples: “I am ascending to 
my Father and to your Father…” (Jn 20:17b) Peter reminded the 
suffering Christians that God is their Father who loves them and 
cares for them. To God, they are the apple of his eye. What has 
our Father done for us? God has given us new birth. Because of 
our sins we were cut off from God and lost our source of life. We 
were doomed to die and suffer eternal punishment. We had no 
hope. But when we accept Jesus as our Savior, he gives us new 
birth into a new life. “…if anyone is in Christ, the new creation 
has come: The old has gone, the new is here!” (2Cor 5:17) God, 
in his mercy, infused his Spirit into us and gave us birth to a new 
life. God gives this new birth through his word when we believe 
it from our hearts (1Pe 1:23). When we are born again we enter 
a new world. We go from darkness into the light, from slavery in 
sin to freedom, from sorrow to joy, from fatalistic defeat to hope 
and victory. This is because God’s seed of new life is planted in 
our hearts and begins to grow. God’s seed of new life has power 
to transform any sinsick person into a child of God in the image 
of Jesus. Praise God for giving us this new birth!

SECOND, A LIVING HOPE IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD.
Look at verse 3b again. “In his great mercy he has given us 

new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ from the dead....” New birth gives us a living hope in the 
kingdom of God. Hope is important to any human being. But 
there are two kinds of hopes: dead hope and living hope. Dead 
hope is rooted in something that perishes, spoils or fades away. 
This hope can give a person inspiration and motivation for a 
while, but sooner or later, it will lead to disappointment and even 
fatal despair and meaninglessness. Trying to hold on to dead 
hope causes stress, anxiety, fear, ruin and misery. Dead hope is 
catalysts of greed and envy that breaks relationships.

What is living hope? Look at verse 4. “...and into an inheri-
tance that can never perish, spoil or fade, kept in heaven for you...” 
Our living hope is an inheritance that never perishes, spoils or 
fades. The kingdom of God is our living hope. Jesus promised his 
disciples in John 14:2, “In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it 
were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a 
place for you.” The kingdom of God is so beautiful and wonderful. 
It is where we live forever with our loving heavenly Father and 
his dear children, including our own loved ones.

Living hope is vibrant, dynamic and life–giving. Living hope 
is real and effective; we begin to experience in our hearts what 
is to come, even while living in this world. Living hope has a 
tremendous impact on our lives. It fills us with joy and strength 
that enables us to overcome all kinds of hardships. It purifies us 
and shapes our character, value system and lifestyle. Those who 
put their hope in their inheritance in heaven find the deeper 
meaning of life and can freely use their resources for a better 
purpose. They are rich in good deeds. In this way they lay up 
treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age 
(1Tim 6:18–19). They leave a good legacy for their descendants. 
Those who have living hope in the kingdom of God can have great 
hope for themselves, their families, their friends and neighbors, 
their community and even for their nation.

Many UBF missionaries left promising careers with high 
salaries in their home countries to live poorly and preach the 
gospel in other nations. Many started from the bottom of society 
delivering pizzas or newspapers, or even as chicken catchers. After 

1 Peter 1: 3–4, “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has 
given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and 
into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade––kept in heaven for you....”

MORNING DEVOTION LECTURE II 
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establishing fruitful ministries, they could enjoy retirement. But 
they go out again as silver missionaries. How can they do this? 
This is because they have living hope in the kingdom of God in 
their hearts. This living hope enables us to overcome all kinds of 
hardship and to sacrifice comforts for Christ and his kingdom.

THIRD, THROUGH THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST
Look at verse 3b again. “In his great mercy he has given us 

new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead...” We have living hope on the basis of Jesus’ 
resurrection from the dead. Living hope does not disappoint us 
because it is based on God’s promise and power, revealed when 
he raised Jesus from the dead as the first fruit of all believers 
(1Cor 15:20). It foretold the resurrection of all people when Jesus 
comes again in great power and glory. It is an unshakable hope 
which resides in our deep inner being. We will never lose this 
inheritance because it is kept in heaven by God’s power (4b). 
Gaining this inheritance is more certain. It is untouched by death, 
unstained by evil, and unimpaired by time. No one can snatch 
it away. All we have to do is keep our faith. And God is able to 
bless us abundantly, so that in all things, at all times, having all 
that we need, we will abound in every good work (2Cor 9:8). We 
who have received new birth in Christ will all experience this, 
either when Jesus comes again or when we go to him.

My name is Oyor Moses. I was born and grew up in South 
Sudan. Because of the long civil war between south Sudanese 
rebels and the northern Islamic government, many young people 
lost their lives. I hated Arabs and Muslims so much. I regarded 
them as my enemies. I also hated my poverty. I couldn’t find any 
hope in my life in that situation. In order to escape my situation, 
I became a drunkard and an adulterer. I was a useless sinner.

In 1994 when I was in my fourth year at Juba University, 
God called me through an invitation to UBF Bible study with 
Msn. Andrew Kim. I received the word of God in 1Co 6: 9–10, 
“Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom 
of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor 
idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual of-
fenders nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers 
nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God.” Since then God 
healed me from drunkenness, adultery, and hatred. Then God 
gave me a strong desire to live a holy life and I was changed. God 
gave me a living hope in his kingdom instead of hopelessness. 
This living hope gave me new meaning and direction of life. Since 
then, I faithfully studied the Bible and became a Bible teacher. 
After I graduated from Juba University, and based on mission-
ary Andrew Kim’s direction, I joined the Master’s Program in 
Khartoum University with a vision to serve campus ministry as 
a Professor. In 2000, God answered our prayers and I became a 

lecturer at the Upper Nile University in South Sudan. I taught the 
Bible to 20–30 students on campus every week. God changed a 
useless drunkard to a spiritual leader and a Bible teacher to take 
care of students with the word of God.

Since 1996, Sudan UBF began to pray to send missionaries 
to Muslim nations. In 2005, I applied to Ain Shams University 
in Egypt for PhD studies. In spite of many obstacles, God helped 
me to obtain a visa to study in Egypt. My heart was full of joy 
because God granted me victory to go to Egypt as a self–sup-
porting missionary. I arrived in Cairo on February 15, 2006. 
I had great fear because of the racial discrimination between 
Arabs and Africans. This happened to me in my own country, 
how much worse would it be in a foreign land? But full of living 
hope I struggled to fix my eyes only on Jesus and his authority, 
which he gave me by faith. I walked into the campus bravely like 
a lion. Though some Egyptians called me “Bonga Bonga,” which 
means “monkey,” I responded with a big smile and a loving heart. 
God used this smile to help me make friends among Egyptians.

In Egypt, it is prohibited to teach the Bible to Muslims. 
However, the love of God is stronger than any obstacle. So I could 
overcome segregation and the aggressive behavior of Egyptians. 
When I helped my colleagues with their difficult courses, some 
of them opened their hearts to Bible study. I invited students to 
my small apartment for the Bible studies and Sunday worship 
service. M.D. was one faithful student who has been studying 
the Bible. He was full of lustful desire and pride before, but God’s 
words changed him and gave him a broken heart and a vision to 
help students of Asyut University as their Bible teacher. A.M. is 
a student of Ain Shams University and is growing through one 
to one Bible study and constant prayer.

During the civil war in Sudan that lasted 21 years, I, as other 
South Sudanese people, earnestly believed we would have a bet-
ter future if we had a separate country of South Sudan. But after 
independence our hope and expectation faded away. South Sudan 
became the most corrupted country in the world. Moreover, we 
entered into a senseless war that claimed thousands of innocent 
lives. Many more were displaced and sought refuge in UN camps 
and neighboring countries. I was so disappointed and full of 
despair. Since then I realized that hope in any worldly things is 
a dead hope. I praise God with all my heart because he helped 
and brought me out of disappointment and despair through his 
eternal, living hope.

At this moment, let us ask ourselves: “What is my hope?” Is it 
living hope in God, or is it something else? Let’s pray to rekindle 
our living hope in the kingdom of God anew in our hearts. May 
God help us all to overcome all hardship and persecution, and 
keep our faith by holding onto the living hope in the kingdom 
of God. Amen!

YOU ARE THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD
 

Today’s passage is part of Christ’s Sermon on the Mount. 
Eight beatitudes were addressed to those who have ac-
cepted Jesus as their personal Savior and were born again 
to become God’s holy nation people. From verse 13 Jesus 

teaches us about the power of God’s holy nation influence in 
this world. Jesus says to us, “You are the salt of the earth” and, 
“You are the light of the world.” Let’s meditate on the meaning 
of these words.

First, you are the salt of the earth (13). Look at the verse 
13, “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its salti-
ness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for 
anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men.” What 
is salt? Salt is a salty article. Salt gives taste and flavor to food. 
Salt preserves things from corruption and decay. As we know 
well, salt is a precious and important substance. Nowadays it’s 
so easy to buy salt. Because of this, people don’t appreciate its 
value. In the early days, people appreciated salt highly. The 
Romans said, “Nothing is more important than sun and salt.” 
Salt is so precious because it prevents food from decay. Most of 
all, salt melts itself into other foodstuff until it is unseen. Jesus 
compares his disciples to salt because of its great efficiency in 
an invisible way. This is influence. In the life of Jesus’ disciples, 
influence is the most important. How can we disciples of Jesus 
be influential?

FIRST OF ALL, WE CAN BE INFLUENTIAL BY LIVING AS 
HOLY NATION PEOPLE 

We are called by God to be holy nation people. Our influence 
comes from our living the lives of holy people with an identity as 
holy nation people. If we fail to live lives as holy nation people, 
we lose the influence and saltiness as salt.

Secondly, we can be influential by humbling ourselves and 
sacrificially serving others. Salt gives saltiness to food by sacrific-
ing itself. Salt melts itself into other foodstuff until it is unseen. 
When we humble ourselves and sacrificially serve others in an 
invisible way we can be influential people. A small amount of 

salt affects a lot. Even though we are few in number, when we 
keep our identity as holy nation people and humbly serve oth-
ers, we make great influence upon the community where we 
belong and upon the world.

Jesus says, “But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be 
made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to 
be thrown out and trampled by men.” These verses teach us that 
if we lose the power of spiritual influence we become useless. 
May God bless us to live the lives of holy people with an identity 
as holy nation people so that we may have spiritual influence 
on this world.

SECOND, WE ARE THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD (14–16)
Let’s look at verse 14. “You are the light of the world. A city 

on a hill cannot be hidden.” The light means the obvious influ-
ence. Everybody can see the light. Some people in the world 
are called “luminaries.” Lives of these people are like the light 
that discovers something new in the world. Nowadays people 
call Steve Jobs a light because he granted the world the iPhone. 
Light illuminates the world. Due to light, we can see what hap-
pens around us.

In the spiritual sense, our world is in darkness. This means 
that people do not know God. They do not know where they 
came from and where they are going, or what is the meaning of 
their lives. Jesus came into our world to illuminate it with His 
light. The prophet Isaiah said about the Coming Christ, “The 
people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those 
living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned” 
(Isa 9:2). Jesus, like the Rising Sun, lit up our dark world. Christ 
said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never 
walk in darkness, but will have the light of life” (John 8:12b). 
The light of Jesus is the light of life and salvation.

When we follow Christ, His light shines not only in us, but 
also through us. We become like lamps. The moon reflects the 
light of the sun. Similarly, we shine to the world by the light of 
Jesus. Apostle Paul said, “For you were once darkness, but now 

Matthew 5:13–16
Key verse : “You are the light of the world” (5:14a) 

MORNING DEVOTION LECTURE III 
BY KONSTANTIN KALINKIN, MOSCOW UBF, RUSSIA
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you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light” (Eph 5:8). 
We are the light of the world.

In the early 1990’s after the fall of the Soviet Union, many 
young people were wandering in darkness without truth. Korean 
missionaries, leaving their homeland future prospects, came 
to CIS countries. They could not speak our language, but they 
served many students with patience sacrificially. They studied 
the Bible with them, fed them with Korean food and sincerely 
prayed for them. Due to their services, the light of Christ has 
come into the hearts of many students in CIS countries. Korean 
missionaries have become the light of the world for many lost 
souls in CIS. Their lives are the perfect examples of the life of 
God’s holy people, the light of the world.

Jesus said, “A city on a hill cannot be hidden.” The world 
sees disciples of Christ. We carry within us the light of Christ, 
so that we are visible in the dark world. Let’s look at verse 15. 
“Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. In-
stead, they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in 
the house.” We need light to illuminate rooms. When we use a 
lamp, we put it in a high place, right? We do not put the lamp 
under a bowl. These words mean that we should not hide the 
light of Christ. On the contrary, we must shine the light of 
Christ in the dark world.

Today many young people are wandering in darkness and 
they desperately need the light of Jesus. So we have to go to 
campuses and carry the light of Christ to students. In many 
countries people don’t have a chance to hear about 
Jesus Christ. Therefore we need to go to them and 
bring them to the light of Jesus. The psalmist says, 
“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for 
my path” (Ps 119:105). The true light for our souls 

is the word of God. The history of any spiritual revival had 
origins in Bible study. Next year Christians will celebrate the 
500th anniversary of the Reformation. The Reformation was 
started by Martin Luther through Bible study. One–to–one 
Bible Study is the most significant and influential work. The 
word of God can change a man’s heart and save him. Through 
1:1 Bible study spiritual revivals can start in our campuses, our 
cities and our countries.

Eighteen months ago Moscow authorities decided to raise 
the rent of our church land. They claimed that we use our build-
ing not only as a church, but as a commercial organization. In 
the beginning I thought that was just a small mistake. However, 
after six months I realized they are not going to change their 
decision. I was meditating a lot about this situation and was 
praying to God. The Lord rebuked me through the problem 
and called me to repent. He showed me that I was living like a 
candle under a bowl. I lived only for myself. I didn’t live as a holy 
nation. Through this problem God knocked at my heart. God 
challenged me to get out of my safe place and live as God’s holy 
nation. God pushed me to serve 1:1 Bible studies and preach the 
gospel firmly. The Lord wants me not just to be called the light 
of the world, but to be the light of Christ. May God help me to 
live as the salt of the earth and the light of the world. Amen.

At this moment, let’s ask ourselves “Who are we?” We are 
the salt of the earth and the light of the world. Our influence 
as a royal priesthood and a holy nation is very important and 

valuable. We should shine as the light of Christ 
in the world. May God bless us to influence the 
world through 1:1 Bible Study. May God bless 
us to live as the salt of the earth and the light of 
the world. Amen.

FOLLOW THEM SO THAT YOU MAY LIVE

The Book of Deuteronomy is the words that Moses 
spoke to all Israel before he died and before his people 
crossed the Jordan River. These words were the same 
message that God gave to Israel at Horeb, the Moun-

tain of God, long ago. The kings of Israel were commanded 
to always keep this book with them and read it daily during 
their lifetime (Dt 17:18–20). This book was also used as a basis 
when there were reformation movements by kings. Prophets 
proclaimed the blessings and the curses as written in this book, 
and they taught them to all Israel as spiritual standards that 
they should follow. During the Feast of Tabernacles, priests 
also had to recite it in front of all Israel (31: 9). Suppose the 
Old Testament is built upon the Pentateuch. Then we can say 
that the Pentateuch is built upon the Book of Deuteronomy. 
Because of such importance of the book, it is called the gospel 
in the Old Testament. Today’s passage is an introduction to 
the book. Moses reminded his people of what had happened 
during the past forty years. He let them think about historical 
lessons learned from both victories and failures. By doing so, 
he provided a direction for their future.

I. REBELLIOUS ISRAEL (1:1–46)
Look at verses 1–4. For 40 years, Moses lived in the royal 

palace and received the finest education and military training 
in Egypt. Then he spent the next 40 years in a wilderness as a 
humble shepherd. After that, he became a leader and shepherd 
of the Israelites for another 40 years. He led his people out of 
Egypt and brought them into the territory of Moab. All the 
first generation of Israelites, who came out of Egypt, had died 
because of their rebellion against God. Before he gave this 
message to Israel, Moses successfully led his last battles against 
Sihon king of the Amorites, who reigned in Heshbon, and Og 
king of Bashan. He completely defeated these powerful kings 
on the eastern side of the Jordan. Because of this, the morale 
of the Israelites was soaring. Full of energy and enthusiasm, 
they wanted to enter into Canaan to conquer the land. How-

ever, Moses had a concern that was more important than the 
conquest work. He wanted his people to still fear and love 
their God and maintain their identity as God’s chosen people 
and a holy nation after entering into the land. Because of this, 
he gathered the Israelites east of the Jordan in the territory of 
Moab, and began to expound the law.

Look at verses 6–8. The Book of Deuteronomy begins with 
God’s command given to Israel at Horeb. God wanted Israel to 
go to the land of the Canaanites to take possession of it. “You 
have stayed long enough at this mountain. Break camp and 
advance into the hill country of the Amorites” (6–7a). “See, I 
have given you this land. Go in and take possession of the land 
the Lord swore he would give to your fathers—to Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob—and to their descendants after them” (8).

Look at verses 9–18. When God gave this command, Moses 
had a heavy burden. And he unloaded the burden by appoint-
ing some wise, understanding and respected men as leaders 
for each tribe. He instructed them not to show any partiality 
in handling disputes between their people but to judge fairly.

Look at verses 19–20. Moses with his people set out from 
Horeb, passed through the vast and dreadful wilderness, and 
reached Kadesh Barnea. He said to his people, “See, the Lord 
your God has given you the land. Go up and take possession of 
it as the Lord, the God of your ancestors, told you. Do not be 
afraid; do not be discouraged” (21). But the people suggested 
to Moses that spies be sent out to Canaan in order to figure 
out the best route and the town to take. Moses thought it was 
a good idea. Twelve spies, one from each tribe, were chosen 
and sent out to the land of Canaan. After their 40–day mission 
trip, the spies returned to Israel. They reported that the land 
the LORD would give them was good land. They also brought 
and showed some of the fruit of the land (24, 25).

Despite the good report, what was the reaction of the 
Israelites? They were unwilling to go up to the land. They 
rebelled against God’s divine command to take the land. They 
grumbled in their tents: “The Lord hates us; so he brought us 

Deuteronomy 1:1–4:14
Key Verse : “Now, Israel, hear the decrees and laws I am about to teach you. Follow them so that 
you may live and may go in and take possession of the land the Lord, the God of your ancestors, 
is giving you.” (4:1)

DEUTERONOMY LECTURE I     
BY JAMES KANG, SOFIA I UBF, BULGARIA
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out of Egypt to deliver us into the hands of the Amorites to 
destroy us” (27). “Where can we go? Our brothers have made 
our hearts melt in fear. They say, ‘The people are stronger 
and taller than we are; the cities are large, with walls up to 
the sky. We even saw the Anakites there’” (28). Moses said to 
his people, “Do not be terrified; do not be afraid of them.” He 
helped them remember their God who was going before them. 
And he said God would fight for them as he did in Egypt. He 
reminded them that just as a father carries his son, so God 
carried Israel all the way to Horeb from Egypt. God, who went 
ahead of them, protected them with fire by night and a cloud 
by day. Nevertheless, Israel did no trust in God.

When he heard their complaints, God became angry and 
solemnly swore. “No one from this evil generation shall see the 
good land I swore to give your ancestors, except Caleb son of 
Jephunneh. He will see it, and I will give him and his descen-
dants the land he set his feet on, because he followed the Lord 
wholeheartedly” (35–36). In addition, because of his people, 
God also became angry with Moses and said, “You shall not 
enter it, either.” However, God said that their children would 
be able to enter and inherit the land. Then, the Israelites were 
told to turn around and set out toward the desert along the 
route to the Red Sea (40).

At this, the Israelites realized the situation and replied, 
“We have sinned against the Lord. We will go up and fight, as 
the Lord our God commanded us.” So every one of you put 
on his weapons, thinking it easy to go up into the hill country 
(41). They picked up their weapons and insisted to go up to the 
hill country to fight. However, it was too late. Through Moses, 
God said to them, “Do not go up and fight, because I will not 
be with you. You will be defeated by your enemies” (42). In 
spite of the warning, the Israelites did not listen to him. Out 
of their arrogance, they rebelled against God’s direction. They 
marched up to the hill country and were terribly defeated by 
their enemies. They came back and wept loudly before the 
LORD. But God didn’t pay attention to them. All these Israelites 
who rebelled against God lived in the wilderness for the next 
38 years and died there.

II. ISRAEL OBEYED THE LORD (2:1–3:11)
Look at 2:1. God was angry with the rebellious Israelites 

and told them to turn around and set out toward the desert 
along the route to the Red Sea (40). As they were commanded, 
Israel entered and stayed in the wilderness for a long time. 
Almost 38 years went by. After that, where did God tell Israel 
to go? Look at verses 2–3. “Then the Lord said to me, ‘You 

have made your way around this hill country long enough; 
now turn north.’” This command meant that they would no 
longer stay in the wilderness, in order to start the conquest 
work to take the Canaan land. To obey this command, Israel 
had to make their way around the hill country of Seir where 
the descendants of Esau were living. God told Israel not to 
attack them for their land, because God gave Esau the hill 
country of Seir as his own. When Israel traveled along the 
desert road of Moab, they were told not to harass nor provoke 
the Moabites, because God gave Ar to the descendants of Lot 
as a possession. Turning from the territory of the Moabites, 
Israel came to the Zered Valley. The journey of Israel from 
Kadesh Barnea to the Zered Valley took 38 years. During that 
period, 600,000 fighting men who departed from Egypt died. 
Moses said it was done by God’s hand.

Moses began to remind Israel of the victories they had by 
God’s help when it seemed impossible. On the eastern side of 
the Jordan, there were two powerful kingdoms and the Jabbok 
River was the boundary of the two Amorite kingdoms. One 
was the southern kingdom of Sihon king of Heshbon. The 
other was the northern kingdom of Og king of Bashan. God 
commanded Israel, “Set out now and cross the Arnon Gorge. 
See, I have given into your hand Sihon the Amorite, king of 
Heshbon, and his country. Begin to take possession of it and 
engage him in battle. This very day I will begin to put the ter-
ror and fear of you on all the nations under heaven. They will 
hear reports of you and will tremble and be in anguish because 
of you” (24, 25). Israel fought Sihon and all his army at Jahaz. 
God delivered them over to Israel. And Israel struck them 
down. After the great victory, Israel went up along the road 
toward Bashan. Og king of Bashan with his whole army also 
marched out to meet them in battle at Edrei. There were sixty 
cities under the control of Og king of Bashan. These cities were 
well fortified with high walls and with gates and bars. But God 
gave them into Israel’s hands and struck them down leaving no 
survivors. Giant Og the last of the Rephaites became helpless 
before Israel when God was with them. God gave Israel victory. 
They were able to conquer the two kingdoms of the Amorites 
who were giants. Because of this, all the nations under heaven 
began to fear Israel. When they heard reports of Israel, they 
trembled with anguish. Israel didn’t have anything that made 
them feel confident of such a victory. However, when God 
put powerful enemies into their hands, Israel was able to win 
a victory. The battle belongs to God.

In August 2012, I quit my 16–year long career at the Ko-
rean embassy in Bulgaria. God gave me desire and passion to 

live for him. I had a vision for campus mission and wanted 
to pioneer a ministry. After quitting the job, I opened an in-
stitute of Korean culture and taught the Korean language. It 
was to meet young people in the mission field. After receiv-
ing a doctoral degree in Politics, I continued teaching at the 
same school and other schools in other cities as well. The two 
new schools are located in beautiful places known as cities of 
education in the country. God brought this new change to me 
and my wife. I’m very thankful to God for allowing us to have 
the new mission fields to pioneer. Pioneering a new ministry 
in an unknown place is not an easy thing to do. It requires a 
much harder spiritual battle. Since last October, I have been 
praying for the pioneering ministry during my commute time. 
I needed courage to teach the Bible to students overcoming 
concerns about my job security as a professor. I believed that 
God would take care of my financial situation. But I became 
often worried when the financial situation was unfavorable. 
However, this passage teaches me that it was God who led 
Israel and he gave victory to Israel. The battle belongs to God. 
I pray that I may trust and obey God, who gives victory to his 
people, and wholeheartedly serve the pioneering ministry. I 
also pray that God may equip me daily with strong faith that 
overcomes reality. Please pray that one disciple candidate may 
be raised up for each school this year.

III. FOLLOW THEM SO THAT YOU MAY LIVE (3:12–4:14)
When Israel conquered the territory east of the Jordan, 

Moses gave the Reubenites and the Gadites the territory north 
of Aroer by the Arnon Gorge, including half the hill country of 
Gilead, together with its towns. He also gave the rest of Gilead 
to the half–tribe of Manasseh. What did Moses command 
the two and the half tribes who received their inheritance? “I 
commanded you at that time: ‘The Lord your God has given 
you this land to take possession of it. But all your able–bod-
ied men, armed for battle, must cross over ahead of the other 
Israelites’” (18). The Israelites who lived in the wilderness for 
forty years must have wanted to settle down in Canaan as early 
as possible. What if these tribes didn’t join the conquest war 
for the other tribes just because they already received their 
inheritance? How would this impact the whole community 
of Israel? The unity of the whole community would be weaker 
and weaker. Moses let these tribes be the frontline soldiers in 
the conquest war. He allowed each tribe to return to their own 
land upon the completion of the conquest war.

Moses charged Joshua with the duty of leading the conquest 
war. What did he say to Joshua to encourage him? “At that time 

I commanded Joshua: ‘You have seen with your own eyes all 
that the Lord your God has done to these two kings. The Lord 
will do the same to all the kingdoms over there where you are 
going. Do not be afraid of them; the Lord your God himself 
will fight for you’” (21, 22). Victory was guaranteed to Israel 
if God would fight for them. Moses taught Joshua that this 
would not be a war between Israel and the peoples in Canaan 
but a war that God himself would fight for them. “The Lord 
your God himself will fight for you.”

What did Moses plead with God? Look at verse 25. “Let 
me go over and see the good land beyond the Jordan—that 
fine hill country and Lebanon.” Nevertheless, what was God’s 
response? God said, “That is enough. Do not speak to me 
anymore about this matter. Go up to the top of Pisgah and 
look west and north and south and east. Look at the land with 
your own eyes, since you are not going to cross this Jordan” 
(26, 27). And he said to Moses, “But commission Joshua, and 
encourage and strengthen him, for he will lead this people 
across and will cause them to inherit the land that you will see.”

Remembering the past 40 years of his wilderness life, what 
did Moses say to the Israelites? Look at 4:1–2. “Now, Israel, 
hear the decrees and laws I am about to teach you. Follow 
them so that you may live and may go in and take possession 
of the land the Lord, the God of your ancestors, is giving you. 
Do not add to what I command you and do not subtract from 
it, but keep the commands of the Lord your God that I give 
you.” Israel must keep the decrees and laws Moses taught. 
Carefully listening to God’s decrees was important. Then they 
must wholeheartedly obey what they heard. We must not stop 
at studying and knowing God’s words. We must practice what 
we learned. Moses also commanded his people not to make 
any addition or subtraction to what was taught to them. In 
verses 5–8, he again told them to follow the decrees and laws. 
What kind of blessings would they receive if they would hold 
fast to them?

First, “Follow them so that you may live.” If they follow 
them, Israel will live. This is the lesson learned from the forty 
years of wilderness life. What was the consequence after re-
belling against God during the past forty years? It was death. 
Those who rebelled and disobeyed God lost the hope to enter 
Canaan. They had to live in a wilderness for forty years and 
died there. This example teaches us the miserable end of those 
who disobeyed God. Their reaction to God’s words determined 
the destiny of their lives, either life or death. Those who would 
listen and obey the decrees would certainly live. In addition, 
they would receive their inheritance after entering into the 



UBF  NEWSLETTER  30 SPECIAL ISSUE — WORLD MISSION REPORT   2016 31

Promised Land.
However, what would happen to those who would not 

listen or obey the decrees? Look at verses 3 and 4. Moses 
helped them remember what recently happened to them after 
worshiping Baal Peor. By God’s command, Israel killed all 
those who were involved in worshiping Baal Peor. Baal Peor 
meant gods that the Moabites served. God became angry and 
punished those who worshiped these gods. A plague struck the 
Israelites and 24,000 people died in the plague (Nu 25:1–9). 
God destroyed those who followed Baal Peor. However, all of 
those who held fast to God lived.

Second, “For this will show your wisdom and understand-
ing to the nations.” Look at verse 6. “Observe them carefully, 
for this will show your wisdom and understanding to the na-
tions.” Observing the decrees and laws becomes our wisdom 
and knowledge before the nations. The Bible says the fear of 
the LORD is the beginning of knowledge. When we love and 
fear God and when we faithfully obey his words, we become 
people of wisdom and knowledge before the nations.

Third, “The Lord our God is near us whenever we pray 
to him.” Look at verse 7. “What other nation is so great as to 
have their gods near them the way the Lord our God is near 
us whenever we pray to him?” There is no nation that their 
gods are near them as our God is near us whenever we pray 
to him. But those who fear him and obey his words can pray 
to him for whatever it may be. And they are so privileged 
that God is near them. King David, Daniel, Elijah and Moses 
are great servants of God. The reason why they became great 
was they came before God in prayer and God was near them.

Fourth, the nation with such righteous decrees and laws 
as this body of laws. Look at verse 8. “And what other nation 
is so great as to have such righteous decrees and laws as this 
body of laws I am setting before you today?” God’s decrees 
and laws are far more righteous and lofty than that of any na-
tion in the world. Israel received such decrees and laws from 
God. It meant that they were more blessed than any other na-
tion. It was a great privilege for them to live under such lofty 
and righteous decrees and laws. Israel who had this privilege 
became greater than any other nation.

Look at verses 9–10. These verses emphasize the respon-
sibility of parents to teach their children to obey the decrees 
and laws. “Only be careful, and watch yourselves closely so that 
you do not forget the things your eyes have seen or let them 
fade from your heart as long as you live. Teach them to your 
children and to their children after them. Remember the day 
you stood before the Lord your God at Horeb, when he said to 
me, ‘Assemble the people before me to hear my words so that 

they may learn to revere me as long as they live in the land 
and may teach them to their children.’” Parents must make 
every effort to pass their faith on to their children. Parents 
must teach their children the knowledge of God and the fear 
of him. “Assemble the people before me to hear my words so 
that they may learn to revere me as long as they live in the 
land and may teach them to their children” (10b).

After being saved by the blood of Jesus in my college year, 
I went to Bulgaria and spent the last 25 years there. God estab-
lished a native shepherd family in 2011 and another family in 
2015. Sofia chapter 2 was pioneered in 2012. Currently, a native 
shepherd family is serving Sofia chapter 1 and pioneering Sofia 
Science and Technology. God also gave me two new mission 
fields, the University of Plovdiv and the University of Veliko 
Tarnovo. I am teaching at these schools. While I studied the 
Book of Deuteronomy, God taught me that I must examine 
my attitude toward his words before doing the pioneering 
work. God commands me to listen and follow his words. He 
promises me that if I listen and follow his words, I will live 
and go in and take possession of the land. When I listen and 
follow his words, I will be a wise and understanding nation 
before the nations. God will be near me whenever I pray to 
Him. I will grow as an excellent and mature shepherd by the 
word of God who is full of truth and righteousness. I learned 
that I should not be impatient or anxious about the pioneer-
ing ministry. I learned that I should carefully listen to God’s 
words and obey them. By doing so, I want to grow as a mature 
shepherd and missionary who has wisdom and knowledge, a 
prayer warrior who experiences God’s presence, and a holy 
nation who lives under his righteous decrees. I believe that 
when I do so, I will enter into the promised land and receive 
it. When our mission coworkers in Europe love God’s words 
and follow them, God will give us revival. God will make us 
people of wisdom and knowledge, and warriors of prayer. He 
will mature us to be a holy nation. He will allow us to enter 
into the promised land and inherit it.

In conclusion, Moses reminded the second generation 
Israelites of the lessons learned from the past forty years of 
their wilderness life. When they didn’t trust God and his words, 
Israel experienced failure and destruction. However, when 
they carefully listened to God’s words and obeyed them, they 
experienced miraculous victories by God. The battle belongs 
to God. Blessings and victories come from listening to God’s 
words and obeying them. “Hear the decrees and laws I am 
about to teach you. Follow them so that you may live and 
may go in and take possession of the land the Lord, the God 
of your ancestors, is giving you” (4:1).

LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD

In this passage, Moses taught the Israelites at the plain 
of Moab, east of the Jordan River, as they were about to 
start the conquest of Canaan. He taught the Ten Com-
mandments which God had given them at Mt. Sinai and 

commanded them to love the Lord their God with all their 
heart and with all their soul and with all their strength. I pray 
that we may listen carefully to the word that God wants to 
give each of us.

I. THE TEN COMMANDMENTS (4:44–5:33)
Look at verses 5:1–3.
“Moses summoned all Israel and said: ‘Hear, Israel, the 

decrees, and laws I declare in your hearing today. Learn them 
and be sure to follow them. The Lord, our God, made a cov-
enant with us at Horeb. It was not with our ancestors that the 
Lord made this covenant, but with us, with all of us who are 
alive here today.’”

Forty years earlier, two months after Israel had come out 
of Egypt, God gave them commandments and made a cov-
enant with them at Mt Horeb (Exodus 19:1; 2:35). However, 
the first generation who had experienced the Exodus did not 
believe the promise of God and they all died in the desert. 
Now standing before the second generation of the Israelites, 
Moses told them that God had made a covenant not only with 
their forefathers but also with them who were alive now. God’s 
law, with the Ten Commandments as its core, was given not 
only to the old generation but also to the new generation and 
the future generation to keep. God’s law is the lasting word 
of God and the covenant of God is for all generations. Moses 
said, “The Lord made this covenant with us, not just with our 
forefathers.”

Then how does God introduce himself to the Israelites?
Look at verse 6. “I am the Lord your God who brought 

you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.”(6) God reminded 
them that he was the Lord and the Redeemer, who brought 
them out of the land of slavery. The Ten Commandments were 

not given to all the people in the world, but only to the people 
of God who were redeemed from the land of slavery. Before 
giving them the Ten Commandments, God wanted them to 
remember how much he had loved them with compassion. 
In the past, they had groaned helplessly in Egypt, the land 
of slavery. They could not free themselves from the bondage. 
God had mercy on them and redeemed them with his grace 
and one–sided love. God proclaimed the laws for them and 
made a covenant with them. God gave them the law so that 
they might not wander in sin like a lawless people and fall into 
a miserable slavery life of sin again. God wanted to use them 
as a kingdom of priests and a holy nation. God did not give 
them the law to oppress them with a burdensome yoke. He 
gave them the law because he loved them and wanted to help 
them to live as a holy people of God. The Ten Commandments 
were the commandments of love, grace, and hope for Israel. 
We can see that God brought Israel out of the land of slavery, 
with a hope to raise them as a kingdom of priests and a holy 
nation. We thank and praise him who proclaimed the Ten 
Commandments even among us.

What is the first Commandment God declared out of his 
love and hope for Israel?

The first Commandment is, “You shall have no other gods 
before me.” (7). It is the proclamation that God is the only one 
who created the heavens and the earth, and who is sovereign 
over all things and all human history. It is the command of 
God that we should serve him alone. However, the devil al-
ways tempts us to worship idols. The devil took Jesus to a high 
mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and 
their splendor. Then he tempted Jesus, saying, “All this I will 
give you if you will bow down and worship me.” When the 
Israelites entered the land of Canaan and saw the richness of 
Canaan, they were tempted to worship their pagan god, Baal, 
as though Baal had made them prosperous and happy. These 
days many young people worship the gods of pleasures. Com-
puter games have become powerful idols and have taken away 

Deuteronomy 5:1–6:25
Key Verse: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
strength.” (Dt 6:5)

DEUTERONOMY LECTURE II 
BY JAMES LEE, ZIMBABWE UBF



UBF  NEWSLETTER  32 SPECIAL ISSUE — WORLD MISSION REPORT   2016 33

people’s time and souls. Apostle Paul warns in 2 Timothy 3:1–5,
“There will be terrible times in the last days. People will be 

lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, 
disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, without love, 
unforgiving, slanderous, without self–control, brutal, not lovers 
of the good, treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure 
rather than lovers of God.”

Idols can not give us happiness. They cause us pain and 
terrible agony. God hates idol worship. So he warns us, “You 
shall have no other gods before me.”

Verses 8–9a teach the second Commandment:. “You shall 
not make for yourself an image in the form of anything in 
heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. 
You shall not bow down to them or worship them.” Why do 
people make idols and worship them though they profess to 
worship God? It is because people do not want to listen to God’s 
words. They want to make gods of their own liking and worship 
him the way they like. We have sinful natures within us that 
make gods of our own. So the first Commandment says “You 
shall have no other gods before me.” And the second Com-
mandment says that you shall not make an idol for yourself.

The third Commandment in verse 11 is, “You shall not 
misuse the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not 
hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name.” This Command-
ment teaches about the attitudes of the worshippers. People 
may come to worship in the temple in the body, but their 
minds and hearts may be somewhere else. They may call the 
name of the Lord superficially or misuse his name. We should 
worship God with fear and tremble.

The fourth Commandment is about the Sabbath day:. 
“Observe the Sabbath day by keeping it holy, as the Lord your 
God has commanded you.” (12). As tentmaker missionaries, 
shepherds, or students, we must labor and do our work for 
six days, and we must keep the seventh day holy. Why should 
we keep the Sabbath day holy? If we work on the Sabbath day 
because of our worldly desire, our souls will become withered, 
and we will perish. God knows this, so he commands us to 
keep the Sabbath day holy. He wants us to rest and revive our 
souls through fellowship with him. We must trust God, who 
leads our lives and future and keep the Sabbath day holy. This 
is the secret of overcoming the world.

The Commandments from the fifth to the tenth pertain 
to human relations.

The fifth Commandment is in verse 16:. “Honor your fa-
ther and your mother, as the Lord your God has commanded 
you, so that you may live long and that it may go well with 
you in the land the Lord your God is giving you.” Honoring 
parents is the first and most important Commandment to keep 

regarding human relations. These days, people make light of 
honoring their parents. Parents give birth to their children and 
sacrifice so much to bring them up until they become adults. 
Then children consider their parents bothersome to their lives. 
They complain to their parents, saying, “What did you do for 
us?” But if they want to be honored by their own children in 
the future, they must learn to honor their own parents now. 
What does God promise to those who honor their parents? 
Look at verse 16b: “...so that you may live long and that it may 
go well with you in the land the Lord your God is giving you.”

The sixth Commandment is, “You shall not murder.” (17).
The seventh Commandment is, “You shall not commit 

adultery.” (18). Adultery is sexual relations outside of the hus-
band–wife relationship, which is defined as a grave sin that 
must be punished by being stoned to death. This Command-
ment is given to protect the sanctity of marriage and family 
life, and to bring up godly children. Jesus teaches us to repent 
of an excessive sexual desire in our hearts.

The eighth Commandment is, “You shall not steal.” (19). 
This Commandment is given to protect private property. God 
wants to bless our labor of work and to protect the fruits of 
our labor.

The ninth Commandment is, “You shall not give false 
testimony against your neighbor” (20). False testimony is to 
accuse falsely or speak ill of a neighbor in order to defame 
their reputation or harm them. It is a grave sin before God.

The tenth Commandment is, “You shall not covet your 
neighbor’s wife….You shall not set your desire on anything that 
belongs to your neighbor” (21). David coveted his neighbor’s 
wife, Bathsheba, and committed adultery. As a result, he suf-
fered so much pain and tragedy. Covetousness is considered 
idol worship. “After evil desire has conceived, it gives birth to 
sin, and sin, when it is full–grown, gives birth to death.” (James 
1:13,15). We must be content with what we have to overcome 
the sin of covetousness.

By giving the Ten Commandments, God teaches us how 
we should live as a holy people toward God, parents, neigh-
bors, and possessions. Through the Ten Commandments, God 
wants to raise his people as a kingdom of priests and a holy 
nation and use them in his world salvation history. The Ten 
Commandments are given to us from his deep love. Therefore, 
Moses told Israel in verses 32–33,

“So be careful to do what the Lord your God has com-
manded you; do not turn aside to the right or the left. Walk 
in obedience to all that the Lord your God has commanded 
you so that you may live and prosper and prolong your days 
in the land that you will possess.”

We must take the teachings of the Ten Commandments 

to our hearts and practice the love of God and the love of our 
neighbors. May God help us to live practically as a kingdom 
of priests and a holy nation.

II. THE PURPOSE OF GIVING THE COMMANDMENTS 
(6:1–25)

Look at verses 6:1–3. On the plains of Moab, Moses taught 
the 2nd generation of Israelites God’s commands, decrees, and 
laws. He taught them not because he wanted them to acquire 
Biblical knowledge, but because he wanted them to obey God. 
Moses wanted not only the 2nd generation, but also their chil-
dren, and their children’s children to fear God and to observe 
God’s commands and decrees in the Ten Commandments.

What blessings would they receive when they observed 
them?

First, they will enjoy long life (2b). The secret of enjoying 
long life and abundant life is in obeying God’s commands and 
decrees. God’s blessings do not end there. They will increase 
and multiply greatly (3).

Who is this God who commands us to keep all these laws?
Look at verse 4. “The Lord our God; the Lord is one.” It is 

the confession of faith and the lasting truth to be remembered 
by the Israelites. The Lord is the one and only God. There are 
no other gods beside him. The Lord is the creator God, who 
made the heavens and the earth, and who sustains them. He 
alone is God over all things (Is 37:16). He is the only Redeemer, 
who rescued us from the slavery life of sin and the Devil with 
his power. Acknowledging him with fear is the beginning of 
our faith and confession.

What is the first and foremost command to keep?
Look at verse 5. “Love the Lord your God with all your 

heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.” Moses 
proclaimed that the Lord was the only God, and commanded 
them to love him with all their heart, with all their soul and 
with all their strength. What is love? When we love someone, 
we want to be near that person and we want to talk with him 
or her. We don’t feel tired no matter how long we travel with 
the person. It is said that when we love someone, six hormones 
come out of our body, making us happy and hilarious. Love 
is the secret to happiness and a mysterious cure. Loving God 
with all our heart, with all our soul and with all our strength 
is the way to joy and happiness.

How should we love the Lord? “Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
strength.”

How can we love the Lord with all our heart?
Love the Lord with all our heart means to love him with 

passion. Our happiness depends on the temperature of our 

love for God. There is a saying,that “When our temperature 
goes up by one degree, our immunity increases by five times.” 
It means when our body temperature rises, our immunity also 
increases and strengthens infected cells and helps our health. 
This applies to our spiritual life. When we love God with 
passionate love, spiritual immunity increases, and spiritual 
sickness disappears, and we maintain the health of our soul. 
When our souls get strong, we become enthusiastic. Then the 
warmth of our love is delivered to people around us, making 
them happy. Thus, the Lord commands us to love him with all 
our heart. Next, how can we love the Lord with all our soul? 
It means to love him with all your devotion. Love him with 
all your strength is to love him with all your talents and gifts.

Why should we love the Lord with all our heart?
First, it is because God commanded us. “Jesus replied: 

‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest 
commandment.” (Mt 22:37,38). The reason it was given as the 
commandment is that we must keep it and obey it. There are 
so many idols in this world that attract us and rob our hearts. 
If we do not love the Lord with all our hearts, we will love 
such idols, and our hearts will be filled with them. Therefore, 
God has given us the commandment to love the Lord, which 
we must keep and obey.

Second, it is because God so loved us. God so loved us 
that he gave his one and only Son to die on the cross for us. 
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, 
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal 
life” (Jn 3:16). It is reasonable that we love him with passion 
since we are so loved passionately by him.

Third, it is because we have true freedom, joy and happiness 
when we love the Lord. The word that “the Lord is our God, 
the Lord is one” teaches that the Lord is the only God whom 
we should love. When we love something other than God in 
our heart, our soul becomes thirsty, hungry and sick. We suf-
fer from unrestrained greed and plunge ourselves into sin’s 
temptation and tests. The Lord is the only one who deserves 
to be loved with all our heart and with all our soul and with 
all our strength. When we love him with all our heart, we can 
have true freedom, joy and happiness.

How do we express our love for an invisible God?
Look at verses 6 and 7a. “These commandments that I 

give you today are to be on your hearts. Impress them on your 
children.” How can we love an invisible God?

First, when we love God, we love his word and his word 
is always in our hearts. Jesus said, “If you love me, you will 
obey my commands” (Jn 14:15). The word of God is God’s 
love letter toward mankind. When we love his words, and 
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his words are in our hearts, we experience God’s love and his 
deeper relationship with us.

Second, when we love God, we will teach our children 
diligently. “Impress them on your children…” God also wants 
our children to love him and live by faith. So he commands 
us to teach our children the Word of God diligently. How 
can we teach our children? Look at verse 7. “You shall teach 
them diligently to your sons and shall talk of them when you 
sit in your house and when you walk by the way and when 
you lie down and when you rise up.” Why must we teach our 
children always? These days our children are vulnerable to 
the addiction of smartphones and the Internet. This world is 
full of temptations for the cravings of sinful man, the lust of 
the eyes and the boasting of what we have and do. The only 
way to protect their souls in this world is to teach them the 
word of God. When the word of God is deeply planted in their 
hearts, they can overcome the temptations of this world, and 
their souls can be protected. May we love the words of God 
and impress them upon our hearts, and teach them to our 
children diligently.

I was paralyzed with an inferiority complex and introverted 
character. But God saved me with the word of God, Matthew 
9:2, “Take heart, Son,” and he has blessed my life as a campus 
shepherd and missionary. In November 1990, I got a job at a 
Korean Embassy in Namibia just before graduation, and I left 
for Africa as a tent–maker missionary. Like Abraham, I did not 
know where I was going, but holding on to the promises of God, 
I left Korea and my father’s house to follow God’s direction.

I left everything by faith in God, but it was tough to live 
without any visible fruits of mission life. I thought if I lived 
a sacrificial life to serve sheep, they would be changed. So in 
the midst of poverty, I bought an airline ticket for my sheep to 
attend a conference. He wrote a good testimony and became 
obedient. However, he lived a double life with a sister. They 
did not learn Jesus. I felt they were taking advantage of my 
sacrificial love. One day when I visited him at the dormitory, 
he was with the sister and did not open the door for me. I felt 
betrayed by him. So I kicked the door, delivering the message 
of judgment. I found myself filled with anger. I despaired of 
myself when I could not control my emotions. My job was also 
a training center for me where all my pride and self–righteous-
ness were broken, and I became nobody. I despaired when I 
heard that my grandmother and my sister had passed away, 
and my brother had been struggling with cancer. My parents 
resented that I could not help our struggling family. All the 
surroundings around me discouraged me so much.

At that time, God gave me Deuteronomy 6:5, “Love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your strength.” When I remembered the love of God 
who did not spare his one and only Son, I felt the depth of God’s 

love, and I could love him. In March 1995, the Korean embassy 
in Namibia was closed. I did not know what to do. However, 
in 1994, North Korean president Kim Il–Sung abruptly died. 
As a result, in 1995, diplomatic relations with Namibia were 
restored, and we were sent again as missionaries to Zimbabwe.

In the year 2000, the Zimbabwean government began to 
confiscate 3,000 White commercial farms, and many white 
farmers were expelled from the country. Zimbabwe has received 
economic sanctions from the international community, which 
leads them to political and economic chaos. The value of the 
Zimbabwe dollar fell every morning and evening and later 
100 billion bills were not worth 1 US dollar. Electricity and 
water were often disconnected. There was no gas at the gas 
stations, and the stores were empty. Life became so hard that 
many people were migrating to another country. I wondered 
whether I had to leave this country.

However, I decided to stay in the land of my mission. God 
began to bless my decision to stay in many ways. God led me to 
purchase a house as a Bible house for a very low price in front 
of the campus. God sent many missionaries to co–work with 
us for Zimbabwe mission: Caleb Shin, Timothy Chung, David 
Kim, Susana Yoon, and Samuel Lee and their families. God 
blessed me with four children. Jesus has become a shepherd 
for my father’s household. He blessed my parents with materi-
als and healed my brother who was diagnosed with terminal 
cancer. The unbelieving family members came to believe in 
Jesus and to attend church. Most of all, God helped me to 
look to him alone in the difficult times and to learn the life 
of Jesus. God helped me to learn the shepherd heart of Jesus, 
who has compassion for the people of Africa. God still speaks 
to me: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your strength.” Jesus is my purpose 
of life. He is the way and the truth and the life. I thank God 
for forgiving this sinner and calling me as his disciple. Thank 
God for being with me always in good times or bad. I cannot 
say with confidence that I love the Lord. But I can confess like 
Peter, “Lord, you know that I love you.”

In conclusion, God called us with great hope as a  kingdom 
of priests and a holy nation and gave us the Ten Command-
ments. The Lord, who gave this commandment, is the only 
God. He commands us today,

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your strength.”

“These commandments that I give you today are to be on 
your hearts. Impress them on your children.”

“…so that you may enjoy long life…, and it may go well 
with you and that you may increase greatly.”

I pray that we may love the Lord our God with all our 
heart and with all our souls and with all our strength. Amen.

MAN DOES NOT LIVE ON BREAD ALONE

At this time, I want to share with you based on the 
key verse, “Man does not live on bread alone but 
on every word that comes from the mouth of the 
Lord.” My prayer is that, through this word, we 

may live as a holy people in the mission field that is full of 
massive secularism.

FIRST, BECAUSE THE LORD LOVED YOU (7:1–26)
God explains to Israel why he chose them, and what they 

are supposed to do in the promised land. God drove out seven 
nations of Canaan, larger and stronger than Israel (1). Battles 
can be won if the enemy is either weaker although larger in 
number, or smaller in number although stronger. Yet the 
Canaanites were both larger and stronger. Nevertheless, God 
wants Israel to enter the land by faith and fight against them. 
It is because the battle does not belong to the sword or spear 
but to the Lord (1Sa 17:47). When they enter the land, what 
must they not do? According to 7:2–5, when God delivers 
the Canaanites over to them, they must destroy them totally. 
They should make no treaty with them, nor show any mercy 
to any, even to the senior citizens and feeble ladies. Why? 
Because it is God’s judgment upon the Canaanites who were 
filled with sin (Ge 15:16).

Furthermore, when they enter the land, what are they not 
supposed to do? They must NOT intermarry with the Canaan-
ites. They must NOT give their daughters to the Canaanites, 
or take the daughters of the Canaanites for their sons. They 
must say NO even to the richest people as their sons–in–law. 
They must say NO even to Miss Canaan to be their daugh-
ters–in–law. Particularly, God is more concerned about their 
daughters–in–law. Why? Because the wife’s influence is much 
stronger than the opposite case. From the beginning, it seems 
like men are designed to listen to women. As the saying goes, 
‘Men control the world, but women control men.’ Thus, if 
an Israelite man is married to a pagan woman, even if he is 

faithful, he is to be under her strong influence. In the end, he 
is likely to turn away from God and serve other gods. King 
Solomon was exactly the case. And we should remember 
that behind the evil and wicked king Ahab, there was an evil 
wife called Jezebel. Biblical marriage must be God–centered 
and mission–oriented. And it is to establish a house church. 
Therefore, it is important to help our sheep to establish such 
a ‘God–centered and mission–oriented’ house church. Even 
if a man is a good disciple, if he is married to a pagan woman 
as he wishes, it is like inviting disaster to his life.

Then, let us see what the Israelites must do in the prom-
ised land. Look at 7:5. “This is what you are to do to them: 
Break down their altars, smash their sacred stones, cut down 
their Asherah poles and burn their idols in the fire.” They 
must break down, smash, cut down and burn all the pagan 
altars and idols. There is no exception. Even if these idols 
are decorated with beautiful jewelry and highly valued gold, 
they should not take them home but destroy them. Suppose 
they take one or two for themselves. Then it can be a snare to 
them, never to get out of it. Therefore, even if it seems like a 
tiny seed, anything that plants unbelief and makes them turn 
away from God should not be compromised. It is because 
these tiny seeds of sin will spread like yeast, and ruin their 
soul, their home, and eventually the whole community.

Then, why should the Israelites do this? Let’s read 7:6. 
“For you are a people holy to the Lord your God. The Lord 
your God has chosen you out of all the peoples on the face 
of the earth to be his people, his treasured possession.” It is 
because they are a people holy to God. ‘A people holy to God’ 
means that they are a people totally committed to their God. 
And ‘his treasured possession’ means that they are more pre-
cious than diamonds. They were chosen by God’s one–sided 
amazing grace to be a holy people. How then, could they be 
mixed with pagan idols? God chose us to be a holy people 
and a priestly nation in this sinful world. Therefore, we must 

Deuteronomy  7:1–8:20
Key Verse: “He humbled you, causing you to hunger and then feeding you with manna, which 
neither you nor your ancestors had known, to teach you that man does not live on bread alone 
but on every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord.” (8:3)

DEUTERONOMY LECTURE III  
BY JK, R NATION



UBF  NEWSLETTER  36 SPECIAL ISSUE — WORLD MISSION REPORT   2016 37

not be mixed with this secular and idol–worshiping world. 
We must be set apart, not conforming to the pattern of this 
world nor compromising with it. Furthermore, we must fight 
a spiritual battle against the idols of money and pleasure–
seeking until we break them down and smash them.

Why did God choose Israel? Because they were large 
in number or especially talented among many nations? No! 
On the contrary, they were the fewest of all peoples (7). 
Then, why did God pick them out? Read verse 8. “But it was 
because the Lord loved you and kept the oath he swore to 
your ancestors that he brought you out with a mighty hand 
and redeemed you from the land of slavery, from the power 
of Pharaoh king of Egypt.”

The first reason was because the Lord loved them. There 
is no peculiar condition, nor any special reason for God to 
choose and love them. In the same way, why did God pick 
us out, save us, and give us the world mission command so 
that even the angels envy us? Is it because we are so special? 
Or is it because we are more talented and have some special 
abilities? The Lord said, “It is because I loved you.” In other 
words, it is because of his unconditional love that we can-
not fathom. We are the ones who received the love of God.

The second reason was because of His oath. God faith-
fully kept the oath that He made to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 
(Ge 12:2, 17:1–8, 26:3–5, 28:13–14). The Bible is full of God’s 
promises. When we believe His promises, God is faithful 
and will surely fulfill them. Therefore the Israelites must 
know that God is faithful and that He keeps his covenant of 
love to a thousand generations of those who love him and 
keep his commands. He will bless them to be numerous and 
prosperous. He will bless their children, their land, their crop 
and their livestock. He will bless our children to increase 
and to be prosperous. He will protect us from every disease. 
But to those who hate him, to those who follow the world 
instead of following the Word of God, he reveals His anger 
and makes them pay for their lives. Therefore, not only the 
Israelites, but we also must keep His commands and live by 
His words (9–15).

It is so sweet to think that God chose us to be His holy 
people. But when we think of reality, we become full of fear 
(17). When fear enters our hearts, our minds get paralyzed 
and we become losers even before we get started. On such 
an occasion, what should the Israelites do? Look at verses 
18–19. “But do not be afraid of them; remember well what 
the Lord your God did to Pharaoh and to all Egypt. You saw 
with your own eyes the great trials, the signs and wonders, 
the mighty hand and outstretched arm, with which the Lord 
your God brought you out. The Lord your God will do the 
same to all the peoples you now fear.” When fear arises in 
our minds, we have to remember what God has done in our 

lives. In the past, the Pharaoh of Egypt and his army were 
so mighty and powerful. On the contrary, the Israelites were 
nothing but poor slaves under the Egyptian empire. However, 
God struck the Pharaoh with great trials, signs and wonders, 
with his mighty hand and outstretched arm. God liberated 
them from slavery. This same God will do the same thing to 
Canaan. This same God will send the hornet among them 
until even the survivors who hide from the Israelites might 
perish (20–21).

How can we overcome fear when a huge storm like a hur-
ricane comes towards us? The best cure for our fear problem 
is to remember what God has done for me with his mighty 
hand and outstretched arm. We just have to believe that 
this same God is still with me. How does God drive out the 
Canaanites? Look at verse 22. The Israelites wanted to drive 
out all the enemies with a single blow. But God drives them 
out little by little. For if they are driven out all at once, the 
wild animals will multiply and pose a threat to Israel. Even 
though God works slowly and little by little, He will surely 
eliminate them and wipe out their names (23–24). So let us 
believe in this God who works little by little and be patient 
when everything seems to be moving very slowly. God is 
surely there and He is working for us.

SECOND, DO NOT FORGET THE LORD (8:1–20). 
They must obey the word of God in their real lives (8:1). 

Then they will live and increase. They will possess the prom-
ised land. Obeying God’s words is a channel for triple bless-
ings. In order to obey God’s words, they have to remember 
the 40 years’ wilderness training. God humbled them and 
tested them in order to know what was in their heart, whether 
or not they would keep his commands (2). If they remember 
this God who trained them, they can obey the Word of God.

Then, what was God’s test for the Israelites? Let us read 
verse 3 altogether. “He humbled you, causing you to hunger 

and then feeding you with manna, which neither you nor 
your ancestors had known, to teach you that man does not 
live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the 
mouth of the Lord.” God trained them with manna. Manna 
means literally, ‘What is it?’ (Ex 16:15) When they woke up 
in the desert, thin flakes like frost came down from heaven. 
Seeing this, they asked each other, “What is this?” So it was 
called manna. From then on, they lived on manna that God 
rained down from heaven every day. Through this manna, 
God began to test them.

What was the purpose of God’s test? First, God tested 
to see what was in their heart. What can you say about the 
desert? In the desert, you find no food, no water, and no 
clothes. You find yourself in a sizzling and scorching heat 
during the day time, and a freezing cold during the night 
time. God made the Israelites go through the harsh desert for 
forty years. Clearly, it was to humble the arrogant Israelites. 
A proud heart which is stronger than steel cannot be broken 
easily. But it can be broken and humbled only through the 
wilderness training.

The human heart is best revealed when he (she) passes 
through the desert of his life. In the desert of his (her) life, 
all his (her) thoughts and value system are revealed. His 
(Her) heart and faith towards God is revealed. His (Her) 
goal for life is revealed. At normal times, some people look 
like faithful servants of God. But when they face troubles in 
their lives, they turn ugly and become trouble makers. Some 
of them escape to worldly pleasure such as internet games 
or TV dramas. Some escape from mission and live carefree 
lives, saying ‘que sera sera (Whatever will be, will be).’ They 
search for worldly glory, wealth and fame. However, when 
we hold on fast to the word of God in the desert of our lives 
and live by faith, we will experience the amazing grace of 
God. God uses those who are trained in the desert most pre-
ciously. Moses was a promising heir of Egypt, but he became 

a murderer in one day, and ran for his life and got trained in 
the desert for forty years. David, although innocent, ran away 
from king Saul and had to hide himself from place to place 
in the desert. God enrolls those people whom He wants to 
use in a special way into a seminary called “Desert School.” 
Through this wilderness training, God refines us to become 
like pure gold and molds us into a man and woman of faith.

Second, God tested to see whether they would keep his 
commands. The climax of the desert training was to see 
whether they would gather manna each morning for 40 
years in obedience to God’s word. Through this, God wanted 
to teach them that man does not live by bread alone but by 
every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord. In the 
desert, they lived by manna God provided every morning. To 
get manna, they had to follow God’s instruction. God made 
manna available only during the early morning before sunrise. 
When they overslept, manna disappeared like a morning dew. 
In addition, God instructed them to gather a certain portion 
(an omer) per day. If they didn’t listen to God and gathered a 
double portion for two days, the next day, it became spoiled 
and began to smell. Only before the Sabbath day, they were 
allowed to gather a double portion and it stayed fresh through 
the Sabbath. Again, through this training, God taught them 
that man does not live by bread alone but by every word that 
comes from the mouth of the Lord.

What can we learn from this? The world says, bread must 
come first in life. The world says that, with bread, all human 
problems can be solved. Thus, people go for bread with all 
their heart and might. People run for bread rather than listen 
to the Word of God and obey it. People find it hard to have 
quiet time with spiritual daily bread early in the morning, 
but they can wake up very early in the morning every day 
for their job. To get a better and more expensive physical 
bread, they put all their efforts in their career, leaving God’s 
mission behind.

Of course, we do need bread. We do need money and a 
job. We need to prepare for the future. But what’s more im-
portant is to listen, keep and obey the Word of God. While 
on earth, Jesus was tempted by Satan in the desert. Yet Jesus 
defeated Satan with God’s Word. In Mt 4:4 Jesus said, “It is 
written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word 
that comes from the mouth of God.’” Also, Jesus said to the 
disciples who worried about what to eat, what to drink, and 
what to wear in Mt 6:33, “But seek first his kingdom and his 
righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as 
well.” When Israel heard and obeyed the word of God, they 
were fed and clothed by the Lord their God. God is still the 
same. He feeds us and clothes us in such a miraculous way 
when we hear and obey his word.

Therefore, we must live on every word that comes from 
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the mouth of the Lord. It means, no matter what happens, 
we should overcome the situation with the Word of God. 
We encounter many kinds of difficulties in everyday life: a 
difficult human relation (like a human rod), and bankruptcy 
or unexpected accident and disease (like a whip of life). In 
the midst of all these difficulties, people strive to solve the 
problem one way or another. But in the end, we should turn 
to God and rely on the Word that comes from His mouth. We 
have to hold on to His word and struggle in prayer till His 
word reigns in us and gives us refreshment and peace. If we 
have peace and strength in our hearts because of God’s words, 
then we already have a victory. God wants us to win over all 
situations with every word that comes from His mouth. We 
pray to be a priestly nation in our mission field by living on 
every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord.

Back in 1995, God sent me to R nation. R nation is a 
desert. Yearly raindrops are so little, thus, if you do not give 
any water, the trees wither and die within a month. The na-
tion is also a desert spiritually as a Muslim country. But in 
this desert, I learned to live on every word that comes from 
the mouth of the Lord. In 2004, I was imprisoned. It was 
because of the health medicine that I was dealing with. In a 
dark and dirty prison cell, I was in cold shackles, becoming 
like the scum of the earth as Paul mentioned. At that time, I 
was reminded of Luke 2:12. “This will be a sign to you: You 
will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” I 
cried in tears at the thought of baby Jesus who was laid in 
a humble manger. In prison, I lost 1kg day by day. Yet my 
soul rejoiced in the grace and love of Jesus Christ. In 2009, 
I entered into a construction business. How could I know 
construction since my major was animal science? Once I 
suffered from a tremendous loss because I missed one zero  
at  the end on the quotation. On the work site, fire broke out 
six times due to electricity shortage. Despite all, by God’s 
grace, I made some profits. In 2014, I obtained a mega proj-
ect worth around 20 million dollars. But things went wrong, 
and I got a huge amount of debt that I could not repay in my 
lifetime. I was at a loss and I was under the power of death 
and despair. I got a heart surgery because the blood vessels 
narrowed by stress.

Last year, in 2015, I received the word during the Easter 
conference, Dt 1:29–30. Then I said to you, “Do not be ter-
rified; do not be afraid of them. The Lord your God, who 
is going before you, will fight for you, as he did for you in 
Egypt, before your very eyes.” I met  God who is with me and 
who fights for me. Great strength and peace reigned in my 
heart. At the same time, I receive the word from Gen 15:1, 
“Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your very great 

reward.” Through this word, I met God who is my shield and 
my great reward. So I was able to be in peace regardless of 
the results in the midst of ups and downs of my business. In 
a little while, in September, a miracle happened. I got two 
projects only by God’s grace. I worked on them very hard 
and I began to settle the debt.

At long last, I settled the huge amount of debt, fully and 
entirely. No pressure from creditors. It is a miracle which 
God has done in my life. God really taught me that man does 
not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from 
the mouth of the Lord. I pray to desire the word of God all 
the more and live by his word. I pray to live as a holy nation, 
eating the manna that God provides and wearing the clothes 
that God gives, while serving God’s ministry with joy and 
happiness. Amen!

What kind of blessing comes when we live on every word 
that comes from the mouth of the Lord? In the desert, water 
is scarce, thus, valuable as much as blood. But then, in the 
desert, God brings about streams, pools of water, and springs 
flowing in the valleys and hills. God brings about abundant 
food and natural resources. At that time, people eat to their 
fill, get satisfied and praise the Lord their God (7–10). In 
the time of prosperity, for what should they watch out? They 
should be watchful and careful that they do not forget the 
Lord, and not fail to observe his words. When they enter 
the beautiful land, they will eat well and build nice houses. 
Their life will get better and will taste good things that they 
didn’t experience during their life in the desert. They would 
get pensions and thus have no worries for their future, and 
they will be satisfied with their chubby belly. At that time, 
they are likely to forget God and think that they gained their 
wealth by their own abilities. If they fail to live by the word 
in their abundance, that is like forgetting God. Then they 
are destined to be destroyed (11–20). Therefore, even at the 
time of prosperity, we should live on the words that come 
from the mouth of the Lord so that we don’t forget God with 
a proud heart in the time of blessing.

In conclusion, what does God want to teach us? “Man 
does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes 
from the mouth of the Lord.” We need bread. But we cannot 
live on bread alone. Because bread is not life. The word of 
God is life. Living on the word of God is a way to happiness 
and blessing. I pray that we may live on the word of God in 
our mission field no matter what temptation comes, so that 
we may continue to serve the mission of ‘a holy nation’ all 
the more.

 

CHOOSE LIFE

Today’s message is Moses’ third message that he delivers 
to the Israelites at the plain of Moab before entering 
Canaan. This message is future–oriented, as it focuses 
on how the future generation should live in the land 

of promise in order to receive God’s blessings. I pray that we 
may be able to learn how to deliver God’s living message in our 
mission field and help our 2nd and 3rd generation to prosper.

FIRST, WRITE THE WORDS OF GOD ON YOUR HEARTS 
(CH.27)

All of the Israelites who were 20 years–old or older and 
lived in the wilderness for 40 years died. The remaining 2nd 
and 3rd generation witnessed what it was to live solely by faith 
in God in the wilderness. Now God plans to lead them into 
Canaan, fulfilling his promise. Up until now they were unable 
to eat, drink or wear whatever they wished to. They had to eat 
manna and quail as much as God allowed. They had only one 
suit of clothes and one pair of shoes that had not worn out 
for 40 years. They might have been very excited and hopeful 
to think that, once they enter the land of Canaan, they would 
be able to get decent jobs, buy nice houses, and some land for 
church. They also would have wanted to enjoy some kind of 
cultural lives.

But what is the first thing they had to do, once they entered 
Canaan? Let’s read 27:2–7. They were to build an altar to the 
Lord and write on it very clearly all the words of the law. The 
fact that they should write them on stones shows that the words 
of  the law are eternal. God’s words are laws that His nations 
must follow all throughout their lives. This is why Moses says 
in verse 8, “And you shall write very clearly all the words of 
this law on these stones you have set up.”

Why does God want us to write His words? It is because 
God wants the Israelites to live by faith in His words. God 
works through His words. God saves our lives and leads us 
through His words. He also gives us blessings through His 
words. When we say that we believe and live according to 

God’s words, it means that we trust in His “written words.” 
This means that we live according to what the Bible says to us.

Then how should they react to the words of the law? Let’s 
look at verses 9–10. “Then Moses and the priests who are 
Levites, said to the Israel, ‘Be silent, O Israel, and listen! You 
have now become the people of the Lord your God. Obey the 
LORD your God and follow his commands and decrees that I 
give you today.’” Now that they have become a nation of God, 
they must obey God’s words and live accordingly. Many people 
seek and favor Satan’s sweet alluring words, rather than God’s 
words. They like to write down the words of the world on the 
tablet of their hearts, rather than the words of God. However, 
we must not forget that we are the people of God. As God’s 
children we should listen to His words and write them down 
on the tablet of our hearts.

Now Moses is about to declare the words of the law before 
his people. However, before declaring God’s law, Moses divides 
the 12 tribes of the Israelites into two groups of six. One group 
of the first six tribes stands on Mount Gerizim, and the other 
group of the remaining six tribes stand on Mount Ebal. Just 
as life and death had been separated depending upon whether 
they obeyed the Word of God or not, now the fate of the Isra-
elites is about to be separated depending upon whether they 
would obey the words of the law or not.

What are the contents of the law that Moses declares? Let’s 
look at verse 15–26. Anyone who casts an idol, dishonors his 
father or his mother, or moves his neighbor’s boundary stone 
is cursed. Those who lead the blind astray on the road or with-
hold justice from the alien, the fatherless or the widow are also 
cursed. Anyone who sleeps with his father’s wife, has sexual 
relations with any animal, sleeps with his sister, the daughter 
of his father or the daughter of his mother, or sleeps with 
his mother–in–law will also be cursed. Anyone who kills his 
neighbor secretly, or who accepts a bribe to kill an innocent 
person will also be cursed. Those who do not uphold the words 
of this law by carrying them out will also, without exception, 

Deuteronomy 27–30
Key verse: “This day I call the heavens and the earth as witnesses against you that I have set before 
you life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you and your children may live.” 
(30:19)

DEUTERONOMY LECTURE IV  
BY CALEB HAN, ST. PETERSBURG UBF, RUSSIA
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be cursed. These laws are about curses when breached. Why 
did God tell Moses to declare the words of curses first and 
ask people to respond with ‘Amen’? It is because Canaan is 
full of temptations to sin, like sins of idol–worshiping and 
pleasure–seeking. God wanted to establish a holy kingdom of 
God in this land. For this purpose they had to fight against the 
power of sin and they had to stay alert like soldiers ready for 
battle. The declaration of words of curse helped them to stay 
alert. The children of God must always stay alert (1Co 10:12).

We need to take special notice of the first and eleventh 
article. Those are done in secret in a secret place. People usually 
commit sin in secret. Sexual sins are often committed this way. 
Some people think that nobody knows after sinning in secret. 
But God knows it. Our soul knows it. And our conscience 
knows it. Secret sins will lead us to destruction. Our mission 
field is the land of God’s blessings. But at the same time, it is 
full of Canaanite elements. It is always possible that the servants 
of God could be influenced by those elements. But when we 
sin, the land of God’s mission suddenly turns into the land of 
curses. We have to be free from the sins committed in secret. 
We have to stay alert and live according to the Word of God. 
Will you respond with ‘Amen’?

SECOND, OBEY GOD’S WORDS (CH.28)
In chapter 28, there are many more verses about curses 

(15–68) than about blessings (1–14). It is because God wants 
them to stay alert and obey. Then what are the blessings that 
they receive when they obey? Look at verses 1–14. God will set 
them high above all the nations of earth. They will be blessed in 
the family, and even in their work. Their children will prosper 
and everything will turn out well. They will prosper with food. 
They will be blessed when they come in and blessed when they 
go out. God blesses them with abundance so that they may 
give, rather than receive.

Let’s read verse 13 altogether. “The Lord will make you 
the head, not the tail. If you pay attention to the commands 
of the Lord your God that I give you this day and carefully 

follow them, you will always be at the top, never at the bot-
tom.” Many people love this verse. God’s blessings are amaz-
ing. How then can we receive such blessings? When we live 
according to the Word of God, we receive such blessings. We 
don’t have to study hard to receive such blessings. We don’t 
have to be smart to receive such blessings. We don’t have to 
be great strategists to receive such blessings. We just have to 
live according to the Word of God to receive such blessings. 
Abraham is a good example. He was too old to have a baby. 
His life key verse was Ecclesiastes 1:2, “Meaningless! Mean-
ingless!” says the Teacher. “Utterly meaningless! Everything 
is meaningless.” In short, he was a hopeless man. But when he 
simply obeyed God’s Word, he became a father of nations and 
source of blessing for all people. His simple obedience to the 
Word of God made his life great. Simple obedience to God’s 
Word is a key to blessings. May we all receive this blessing 
from God by simply obeying His Word.

What are the curses they receive when they disobey? (15–
46) Their bowls are always empty. Their children and the kids 
of their animals are also cursed. They suffer from all kinds of 
disease. They become poor and finally fall into destruction. 
We have to stay alert with holy fear and trembling before the 
Word of God.

Verses 47–68 tell the Israelites of the curses when they 
disobey. When they do not serve God gladly in times of pros-
perity, they will be hungry, thirsty, naked and serve the enemy. 
Their enemy will put iron chains around their neck. The will 
hate their wives, husbands and their children when surrounded 
by their enemy. Parents will shout to their children saying, 
“Why were you born?” Children will go against their parents 
saying, “Why won’t that old man die quickly?” A grandmother 
will hit her husband for waking her up in the morning, and a 
grandfather will beat his wife to a pulp for talking back. What 
is worse is that they will eat their own children. This will repeat 
itself generation after generation. They will driven out of the 
promised land and their security will never be guaranteed. 
When morning comes, they want the evening to come quickly 

and when the evening comes, they want the morning to come 
quickly (65–67). They will experience dire poverty and pain.

“It is impossible for those who have once been enlight-
ened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, who have shared in 
the Holy Spirit, who have tasted the goodness of the word of 
God and the powers of the coming age and who have fallen 
away, to be brought back to repentance” (Heb 6:4). We and 
our 2nd and 3rd generation have received God’s abundant 
blessings. We have a great responsibility to help our 2nd and 
3rd generation descendants. God blessing is determined based 
on our attitude towards His Word. We should trust in God. 
We must obey Him fully (100%). Then the kingdom of God 
will expand through us, and our 2nd and 3rd generation will 
continue to prosper.

Third, choose life (Ch.29–30). Chapter 29–30 is about the 
covenant between God and a new generation in the promised 
land. 29:1–9 testify to what God had done in the past. God 
promised that they will be a holy people if they obey God’s 
commandments (Ex 19:5,6). God fed and clothed them in the 
wilderness for 40 years. Their clothes and their shoes did not 
wear out. God expelled their enemies and helped them to take 
the promised land (29:1–9). Moses wants a new generation 
to know this God and live according to the covenant of God. 
Who then joins this covenant?

Look at 29:10–11. God’s covenant is applied not only to the 
leaders of Israel, but also to all the people, including children, 
strangers and even slaves. God wants all Israel to be his holy 
covenant people. Look at verse 13. ”…to confirm you this day 
as his people, that he may be your God as he promised you 
and as he swore to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.” 
God makes his covenant people his children (14–15). Those 
who obey God’s Word become children of God and God will 
be with them (Rev 21:30). This life of faith must be succeeded 
generation after generation.

Look at verse 19. Many people hear about the wages of sin. 
But their hearts are hardened and they mockingly say, “Where 
the heck is God’s judgment?” But God surely judges those 

who mock His holy Word. The judgment of the flood during 
Noah’s time and the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah are 
good examples. Now shepherd Moses firmly states in 29:20, 
“The Lord will never be willing to forgive him; his wrath and 
zeal will burn against that man. All the curses written in this 
book will fall upon him, and the Lord will blot out his name 
from under heaven.”

What is the gravest sin that their ancestors committed? 
What is the sin that their next generation will most likely 
commit? Verse 26 says, “They went off and worshiped other 
gods and bowed down to them.” It is idol worship. People have 
always worshiped money. Money seems to have omnipotent 
power. That’s why money is call Mammon. Living in this world, 
even some Christians begin to serve Money instead of God. 
There are so many people who deserted their mission because 
of Money. We should serve God even when Money tempts us.

Look at 30:2. ”…and when you and your children return 
to the Lord your God and obey him with all your heart and 
with all your soul according to everything I command you 
today”—God will help them to return to the promised land 
and make them even more prosperous than their ancestors 
(5). They will obtain new life (6). Is it really so hard to keep his 
commands? Look at verses 11–14. What God is commanding 
them is not too difficult for them or beyond their reach.  It 
is not up in heaven, nor beyond the sea. Some think that 
obeying God’s Word is beyond reach. People like them can 
never keep His commands, they say. But it is not so. Verse 14 
says, “No, the word is very near you; it is in your mouth and 
in your heart so you may obey it.” The Word is near us. It is 
in our mouth and in our heart, so we can obey it. We should 
not make excuses saying, “I don’t have time. I am weak. I have 
weak willpower.” Now instead of making excuses, what shall 
we do? We should make a choice and make decisions of faith. 
Once we make decisions of faith, we can keep it.

Look at verse 19. “This day I call the heavens and the 
earth as witnesses against you that I have set before you life 
and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you 
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and your children may live.” Moses challenges the Israelites 
to choose life. “Choose life.” What does it mean? It means that 
they should listen to God’s Word and serve Him only instead 
of serving Baal, and Asherah. “Choose life” means that we and 
our 2nd and 3rd generation people should not be swayed by 
the riches and attractions of the world. “Choose life” means 
that we and our 2nd and 3rd generation people must live 
according to the Word of God. “Choose life” means that we 
should obey Jesus’ Great Commission to preach the gospel to 
the ends of the earth.

Now that I stand in front of you all and deliver God’s mes-
sage, it may seem that I am a great servant of God. But I am 
not. I was born and raised in a poor family and was not able 
to eat well. I used to faint due to anemia and I would be as 
drowsy as a sick chicken. Before I was born, my father dreamt 
of a queen bee taking care of many other working bees. My 
father used to say, “You will become a great man when you 
grow up.” I believed in that dream and so I had tried my best 
to become a great leader. But reality was different from what I 
had expected. I had no strings to pull me, no ability, no money, 
nothing special to make me stand out. In 1985 I entered Won 
Gwang University, filled with low self–esteem and no vision. 
My spirit was slowly dying then. My last dream I desired was 
to meet a rich woman from Seoul who would change my life 
dramatically. In order to meet that rich woman from Seoul, 
I came to Seoul and studied English at Dan Kook University. 
One day, finally one Seoul woman approached me. She was a 
UBF shepherdess. Even though I was a little disappointed, I 
started my 1:1 Bible study with her anyway.

God grabbed all the attention and heart of a very low 
self–esteemed man, through Genesis 12:2, “I will make you 
into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name 
great, and you will be a blessing.” Through this message, I 
gained faith that God will use me, just like the dream that my 
father had dreamt. I had decided from then on to give my life 
to the Lord. I deeply received Jesus’ cross. In God, my life was 
filling up with visions. In 1989, I became the first missionary 
of East–European mission and left for Hungary. In 1990, I was 

a pioneer missionary in St. Petersburg. In many aspects, I was 
lacking. I was unprepared and unready. Instead of focusing on 
becoming a mature shepherd, I was more focused on how to 
quickly buy a church, raise more shepherds, and live in glory. 
I had chosen the road of death and destruction then. For 10 
years, I could not bear any fruits. I had no trained disciples. I 
was not self–supporting and I was not a pediatric doctor. My 
younger sibling, whom I had called to this land, could not bear 
his loneliness and committed suicide. The land that promised 
blessing had turned into the land of death and destruction 
for me. I soon decided to leave this land. But at that very mo-
ment, God returned with the message, “Trust in God.” I knelt 
before Him and obeyed. From then on, I did nothing but to 
live according to God’s words. That was when God granted 
me blessings. He raised shepherds, and even raised up a house 
church. He even helped me to succeed academic–wise. He 
helped me to become financially self–supporting. He has now 
elected me as CIS coordinator, and even granted me such an 
opportunity to deliver a main message before all of you. From 
my past mission life, I was able to learn and gain faith that 
we can only receive God’s blessings through obeying God’s 
words. This not only leads us to blessings but also to glory and 
life. Living as a missionary means to live abundantly in His 
promise. God gives abundant blessings to those who choose 
to obey His words. I praise this glorious God!

How many roads are there before us? The road of life and 
death, just two. But in reality, there is just only one road. It is 
the road of life and the road of obedience. God led each and 
every one of us to the land of promise in order to establish ‘a 
kingdom of priests and a holy nation’ through us. God wants 
not only us, but also our 2nd and 3rd generation to choose 
life in the land of promise. I believe that when we obey God’s 
words and choose the road of life, God will bless us and even 
pass it on to our next generation. I pray that each and every 
one of us will be used to be a ‘kingdom of priests and a holy 
nation’ by choosing life. “Choose Life.” Amen!

 

THE SONG OF MOSES

Thank God for granting MSC and for blessing the studies 
of Deuteronomy abundantly! The title of the final message 
is “The Song of Moses.” God commanded Moses to write 
the words of God in a song and to keep it. Furthermore, 

he commanded to teach it to the people of God and to sing it. 
Song has incomparable power over words and articles. Song 
has the power of penetrating into people’s hearts with powerful 
echoes and also has the merits of being unforgettable for a long 
time when people sing. So God commanded Moses to write 
the words of God into the form of song and then to sing them. 
May God help us to hear His voice through the song of Moses. 

MOSES’ ENCOURAGEMENT AND WARNING (CH. 31)
When Moses delivered this message in Moab, he was 120 

years old. Because Moses was no longer able to lead them, God 
did not want Moses to cross over the Jordan. Actually Moses 
had the strong desire to enter into the Promised Land. But God 
said to him, “You will not cross over this Jordan river,” and just 
allowed him to see that land. Then Moses was ready to leave his 
mission field, obeying God’s will. 

Look at verses 3–8. Most of all, Moses planted faith in the 
people of God, who were prone to fear, that the Lord himself 
would cross over ahead of them and destroy these nations just 
as God did to Sihon and Og. Then Moses publicly established 
Joshua as the spiritual leader to succeed him in the presence 

of all Israel. “Be strong and courageous. The Lord himself goes 
before you and will be with you; he will never leave you nor 
forsake you” (7,8).

Look at verses 9–13. Now Moses wrote down this law and 
gave it to the Levitical priests, who carried the ark of the covenant 
of the Lord, and to all the elders of Israel. Then he commanded 
them: “At the end of every seven years, during the Festival of 
Tabernacles, you shall read this law before them in their hearing...
Their children must hear it and learn to fear the Lord your God.”

Look at verses 16–23. Now God commanded Moses to 
lead Joshua to the tent of meeting. Then Moses prophesied the 
apostasy of Israel in the future. Israel would soon prostitute 
themselves to the foreign gods and forsake God and break the 
covenant. Because of these, they would be destroyed with many 
disasters and calamities. Therefore, God commanded Moses to 
write the words of God into a song and to teach it in order to 
prevent them from committing the sin of disobedience. Why 
did God command to write the words of God into a song and 
to teach it? Do you have experience creating a song during 
school days for a test in order to memorize the key points? If 
you memorize the songs by attaching lyrics, it is not forgotten 
easily and you can memorize it well. In the same way, God com-
manded to write the words of God into a song to sing so that it 
might not be forgotten. 

Look at verses 24–29. After Moses finished writing in a book 
the words of this law, he gave this command to the Levites: “Take 
this Book of the Law and place it beside the ark of the covenant 
of the Lord.” When Moses was still alive, Israel rebelled habitu-
ally against God. How much more after the death of Moses! 
Therefore, Moses assembled all the elders and all their officials 
of each tribe and spoke these words in their hearing and called 
the heavens and the earth to testify against them. 

THE SONG OF MOSES (CH.32)
The passage of 32:1–43 is the song of Moses which describes 

the contents of the song to sing. What is the content of it?

Deuteronomy 31–34
Key Verses : “ …he said to them, “Take to heart all the words I have solemnly declared to you this 
day, so that you may command your children to obey carefully all the words of this law. They 
are not just idle words for you—they are your life. By them you will live long in the land you are 
crossing the Jordan to possess.” (32:46–47)

DEUTERONOMY LECTURE V  
BY PETER LEE, INDONESIA
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Look at verses 1–2. “Listen, you heavens, and I will speak; 
hear, you earth, the words of my mouth. Let my teaching fall 
like rain and my words descend like dew, like showers on new 
grass, like abundant rain on tender plants.” God’s teaching and 
his words are like abundant rain on tender plants and living water 
which descend abundantly on them like rain and dew. Therefore, 
when they hear of God’s name they should glorify him, but they 
betrayed God by forsaking His right and whole way. Unlike the 
children of God they skewed to a warped behavior. Toward them 
God mourned, “Oh, foolish people, how do you behave against 
me?” This is the sorrowful voice of parents who lament towards 
their abandoned child when they forsake the right way, leading 
to the path of destruction. They should remember the works in 
the past in order to turn around from their wrong way.

Look at verses 7–14. Most of all, they should remember 
the days of old and consider the generations long past. They 
should remember how God found them in a desert land, in 
a barren and howling waste, nourished them with curds and 
milk, and guarded them as the apple of his eye. Look at verse 
11. This word indicates how the God of Israel dealt with Israel 
just like an eagle cares for its young. This represents a higher 
level of God’s divine love. Then how does an eagle deal with its 
young? When the chicks grow some extent, an eagle stirs up its 
nest and hovers over its young so that it might cause the chicks 
to jump out of the nest. Then the chick instinctively tries out 
their wings in order to live, but the chick will still fall straight 
down from a high place, because of the lack of strength in its 
wings. The mother eagle is still watching its young falling, and 
just before the chick hits the ground it stretches out its wings 
and catches the chick and rises again to fly back up to its nest. 
Then it places them in the nest and again pushes them out of 
the nest, repeating the same process. Through this process, the 
eagle chicks suddenly grow up to be self–reliant princes, rising 
lazily in the sky flying through the skies in any situation. In 
the same way God trained Israel in the wilderness and guided 
them. Finally, God made them enter into the Promised Land, 
which they wanted to have, and fed them with the fruit of the 
fields, and nourished them with honey from the rock, and with 
oil from the flinty crag.

Once you have received grace, it should be natural to respond 
with more grace, but they did not. Let’s read together 32:15. 
“Jeshurun grew fat and kicked; filled with food, they became 
heavy and sleek. They abandoned the God who made them and 
rejected the Rock their Savior.” “Jeshurun” means “righteous” 
and “integrity”, which indicates a nickname for the Israelites. But 
they, unlike their nickname, abandoned God when they grew 
fat and kicked; filled with food, they became heavy and sleek. 
The word “kicked” means that they no longer need God but 
rather throw off God as a hindrance. Whenever one becomes 
heavy and sleek, it is the most spiritually dangerous moment.

Then what was the result of this? Look at verses 19–25. 
God saw and hid his face from them. Against them, who were 
unfaithful to God and angered him with their worthless idols, 
a fire would be kindled by his wrath. Our great God as a God 
of love, is a jealous God. The fire of God’s wrath burns down 
to the realm of the dead below, and devours the earth and its 
harvests and sets afire the foundations of the mountains (22). 
God will heap calamities on them and send his arrows against 
them. God will send wasting famine against them, consuming 
pestilence and deadly plague. In the street the sword will make 
them childless; in their homes terror will reign. Forgetting the 
faithful God, the Word of God, is frightful. So be careful not to 
abandon God and not to betray him when we are in the time of 
blessings. Luther said, “A full belly stomach does not promote 
piety. A full belly stomach is due to make one ignore God.”

Then does the song of Moses cease as a sorrowful song here? 
No. Look at 26–27. God would scatter them and erase their name 
from human memory, but he dreaded the taunt of the enemy 
so that he would not do all this. The enemy said, “Our hand has 
triumphed; the Lord has not done all this,” but they were just 
a rod to punish the chosen people of Israel. If only Israel were 
wise and would understand this and discern what their end 
would be (29). If only they understood and discerned this, God 
would not have sold them and or given them up (30). Look at 
verse 36. Though God gave his ignorant people up to the enemy 
and judged them, God would vindicate his people and relent 
concerning his servants. When God sees their strength is gone 
and no one is left, God let the enemy rise up to help them and to 
give them shelter (38). Who is this God? Let’s read together verse 
32:39. “See now that I myself am he! There is no god besides me. 
I put to death and I bring to life, I have wounded and I will heal, 
and no one can deliver out of my hand.” God is the only Lord. 
There is no god except our God. God has the sovereignty and 
power to kill or to make alive, to heal or to wound. Therefore, 
Israel should serve this God faithfully when they enter into the 
promised land, not being tempted with distracted hearts. This 
is the way of life and blessing. 

Look at verse 43. All nations could rejoice because he would 
avenge the blood of his servants; he would take vengeance on 
his enemies and make atonement for his land and people. God 
cleanses all sins from his chosen people and covers them com-
pletely. Though the sin of people defiles the world and ignites 
God’s wrath, God’s grace and his love of forgiveness are stronger 
than their sins and their penalties. Jesus Christ showed all this on 
the cross. Because of this, the failure of people could be changed 
into hope and the bitter cup in the past into success in the future. 

Moses, before the end of his life, delivered the word of God 
orally, in writing, and in song to double or triple the message 
(44,45). Teaching this in song, Moses recommended them to keep 
all words in the Law. Look at verse 46. He said to them, “Take to 

heart all the words I have solemnly declared to you this day, so 
that you may command your children to obey carefully all the 
words of this law.” We can feel Moses’ sincere heart toward the 
people of Israel. Repeatedly, earnestly, and absolutely he wanted 
to teach the words of the Law so that they might obey and gain 
life. I hope that all of us become a good shepherd to guide our 
children and sheep into life by teaching God’s words orally, in 
writing, and in song. May God help us to teach God’s words 
unceasingly to our children and sheep to the end. 

Look at verse 47. “They are not just idle words for you—
they are your life. By them you will live long in the land you 
are crossing the Jordan to possess.” The song of Moses, which 
he delivered to the end, was not in vain. In other words, it is 
not empty talk. That song is the song of life to them. That song 
indicates how to live as God’s children and the way to take for 
the future. If they remember and live up to this word, they will 
live. Therefore, today I should live up to this word. Then we have 
to teach our children to live up to this word also. Whether to 
live up to God’s words or not, this is the crucial thing deciding 
life or death.

The most dangerous thing is a ‘mirage’ for those who tra-
verse through the desert. A mirage is a phenomenon, which is 
“due to the refraction of light despite the fact there is nothing 
but air or land, yet there seems to be something there.” In the 
desert there are many cases where a mirage which is mistaken 
for an oasis does not exist and a lot of people die. Those who 
do not keep the words of God in their hearts, chase something 
wrongly mistaken for the true spring. 

Why do we not go after the world like a mirage in the desert 
and live only according to the words engraved in the minds? Be-
cause the word of God is not empty talk. The word of God is the 

word of life which helps us enjoy the blessing of God and eternal 
life. “They are not just idle words for you—they are your life. By 
them you will live long in the land you are crossing the Jordan 
to possess” (47). After teaching the song of Moses, he strongly 
emphasizes that the observance of God’s words is not in vain. 
He emphasizes that the observance of God’s words is the way of 
life and because of this they will live long in the promised land. 

Meditating on this passage, I learn Moses’ shepherd heart 
toward his people and his passion for God’s words. Moses proph-
esied the destiny of the corrupted people of Israel and then taught 
the words of God orally, in writing, and in song earnestly, and 
finally left from the stage of salvation history, giving the blessings 
of observance of his words. Through this, I learn what kinds of 
blessings we should leave for our children and sheep for this 
generation. I realize the fact that it is our mission in salvation 
history to love the words of God, to obey God’s words, to leave 
a model of the obedient life pattern, and to teach our children 
to obey his words. 

Before knowing Christ, I was a sinner who pursued the mi-
rage of worldly glory and of perishing sexual immorality, destined 
for eternal punishment. When I was in the second semester of 
my junior year, I failed my first bar exam and separated from my 
girlfriend with whom I had a relationship for 5 years. I deeply 
despaired in my life of pursuing the mirage of romance. God 
granted his mercy on me and guided me to Bible study, so that 
I might meet Jesus as my Savior. Because I met Jesus Christ, I 
was able to abandon my worldly desire of passing the bar exam, 
and I made the decision to become a missionary.

Cherishing my small decision of 
faith, God has used me as a pioneer 
of Indonesia ministry for 26 years. I 
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was deeply frustrated with ups–and–downs in ministry at the 
early phase. But I met Christ again in the mission field with John 
21, “Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?” and  
then I was free from the number of sheep, and I only  focused on 
the struggle to have fellowship with Christ through his words. I 
completed Sunday worship message on Thursday and memorized 
it and focused on 1:1 Bible studies. In God’s time, God established 
Jonas as an Abraham of faith, and then continually established 
8 shepherd house churches. After pioneering Chawang chapter, 
Garawaji chapter, and Pasarminggu chapter, God worked power-
fully to maintain 90 members of Sunday worship. We could build 
the beautiful church and worship and praise God with our whole 
hearts in a Muslim nation, where evangelism was prohibited 
officially. Furthermore, I got married with M. Sarah, a prayer 
mother, and God granted four precious and brilliant children 
to grow well spiritually and physically. For the past 20 years I 
worked with a student visa, but I trusted in the promise of Mt 
6:33, “But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all 
these things will be given to you as well.” Consequently, there is 
no lack of life. I could raise my four children even to study well 
in an international school. One and half years ago, I worked as 
a self–supporting missionary with two UBF missionaries and 
15 native shepherds. Now the ministry of God grew well and 
everything is going well. There is no persecution from Muslim 
neighbors and my four children became good coworkers in the 
ministry. I enjoy all kinds of blessings such as good job and good 
apartment in Korea and in Indonesia through my mother. Our 
ministry is stable, so there is no need to be anxious about the 
ministry like the early phase of pioneering. I cannot express all 
the blessings I have received.

As I received all these blessings, I began to be changed with-
out even knowing it. During the early period of pioneering, I 
earnestly prayed to God to raise a disciple ministry. Indonesian 
Muslims wake up to pray at 4:30 in the morning, so I woke up 
at 4:00 to pray before them. But these days, when the ministry 
became secure, it became harder for me to wake up early in the 
morning. I became more interested in having greater success 
in the world. Through today’s passage I learned that if I don’t 
pay attention to the word of God, then God’s blessings turn into 
disasters. I repent that I didn’t pray as diligently as before because 
I was busy and tired. I newly make a decision to pray early in 
the morning. I have decided to dig out the Word of God more 
deeply and teach it to my children and my Bible students. I pray 
that I may labor in love until Indonesia becomes a kingdom of 
priests for Southeast Asia and all Muslim countries in the world.

The passage of verses 48–52 describes Moses when he 
climbed to Mount Nebo in Moab and viewed Canaan before 

his death. Moses did not reveal God’s glory when he hit twice 
on the rock in Meribah Kadesh in the Desert of Zin. God was 
angry so Moses could not enter into the promised land but just 
viewed it. Nevertheless, what did Moses do before his death?

THE BLESSINGS OF MOSES (CH. 33,34)
Before his death, Moses blessed each tribe personally (1–28). 

Moses’ life was finished with his blessings toward the people of 
God. What is the conclusion of his blessings? Let’s read together 
verse 33:29. “Blessed are you, Israel! Who is like you, a people 
saved by the Lord? He is your shield and helper and your glorious 
sword. Your enemies will cower before you, and you will tread 
on their heights.” Why were the Israelites happy? They were the 
chosen people of God. They were saved from slavery in Egypt and 
were protected in the wilderness with God’s perfect hands. God 
was their shield and their glorious sword. God helped them to 
subdue the enemies and to tread on their heights. Though they 
were in the wilderness, they were in heaven because of God’s 
presence with them. Thus Moses sang, “Blessed are you, Israel!” 

Chapter 34 describes the death of Moses. Then Moses 
climbed Mount Nebo. There the Lord showed him the whole 
land to Dan, but clearly said that he would not cross over into 
it. Moses was 120 years old when he died, yet his eyes were not 
weak nor his strength gone. They buried him in Moab, in the 
valley opposite Beth Peor, but to this day no one knows where his 
grave is. The Israelites grieved for Moses in the plains of Moab. 

Before his death, Moses had laid his hands on Joshua (9). 
Now Joshua son of Nun was filled with the spirit of wisdom be-
cause Moses had laid his hands on him. So the Israelites listened 
to him and did what the Lord had commanded Moses. Since 
then, no prophet has risen in Israel like Moses, whom the Lord 
knew face to face. His greatness was shown by the fact that the 
Lord knew him face to face (10). There is no one comparable 
to Moses in the sense of his fellowship with God. God provided 
unfathomable grace to Moses, which was more than other proph-
ets ever. Moses saw the existence of God himself and worked 
out the miraculous things (12). When we draw near to God, all 
kinds of wisdom comes with faith and hope. The words of God 
and the blessings of God come from there. All kinds of wisdom 
and blessings come from God. 

The God of Moses is the God of Israel and the God of us. 
May God help each of us to draw near to the God of Moses 
continually and to serve God wholeheartedly in the mission 
field which is set for us. In God’s time we may pass on God’s 
blessings and his words to our next generation. Amen.

 

BE STRONG AND COURAGEOUS

I. A COMPETITIVE, JACOB–LIKE 
SECOND SON

I was born August 28, 1957, as the 
middle son of three brothers. As a 
second son, I was always treated 
as the least at home. Before en-

tering elementary school, my mother 
usually sent me on an errand to de-
liver the lunch box with fresh side 
dishes and warm rice for my older 
brother in his classroom. On the way 
to delivery, I opened his lunch box 
so curiously and ate some good side 
dish that I couldn’t have at home. I 
grew up as the competitive and ambi-
tious second son like Jacob between 
an older and younger brother. When 
I was in the second grade, my father 
went bankrupt and got a job in Viet-
nam as a mechanic and left us to 
make a fortune. My mom raised us 
up in a poor condition as a single 
mother and I had to transfer three 
times to finish elementary school. 
But because of my competitive spirit, 
I studied hard and became the presi-
dent of the school. When I was a se-
nior in high school, my father went 
fishing and drowned in the ocean 
in Sydney, Australia, and my uncle 
sponsored my family to immigrate to 
Chicago in the United States. When 
I was studying in Truman College, I 
joined the US Army to be dispatched 
to Korea so that I could get back the 
estate that my grandfather passed 

on as an inheritance. I was located 
in Dong Du Chun as a soldier and I 
committed immoral sins against God. 
One year later, I was transferred to 
the 101 Airborne Air Assault division 
in Kentucky, the toughest division in 
the USA. The Air Assault training was 
more tough and aggressive than Air-
borne training and I became so skep-
tical about my life in the US military.

II. THE GOD OF JACOB BECAME 
THE GOD OF PAUL

God graciously led me to meet M. 
Isaac H. Kim in Los Angeles, California 
and I began to study the word of God.

Each week I memorized the Bible 
passages and recited them at the 
Sunday worship service and wrote 
and shared a Bible testimony. In that 
way I was able to grow up spiritually 
and began to establish a personal re-
lationship with God. Through Genesis 
study, I learned the God of Jacob who 
answered his child–like prayers so 
faithfully until God raised him to be 
the father of 12 tribes of Israel. I also 
could meet the God of Paul who had 
been growing me by bearing all my 
human weaknesses, shortcomings 
and ambition. I wrote my life testi-
mony based on Romans 1:5, “Through 
him and for his name’s sake, we re-
ceived grace and apostleship to call 
people from among all the Gentiles 
to the obedience that comes from 

faith.” Through this, I could meet Je-
sus personally who forgave all my sins 
and called me to live as a shepherd 
and missionary to serve American 
college students. After making a clear 
decision to live as a missionary like 
Apostle Paul, I began to live a mission 
life. During the summer vacation, we 
traveled around to visit 9 Universities 
of California and built altars of prayers 
in each campus for Californian pio-
neering. At that time I had one to one 
Bible study with Lukas and Kalid and 
they also attended the Sunday wor-
ship service. God also blessed me to 
get married to Msn. Faith officiated 
by Dr. John Jun in Seoul, Korea. At 
that time, it was the pioneering stage 
of LA UBF and Msn. Isaac offered his 
lawyer job sacrificially in order to 
serve the evangelization of UCLA. 
He worked at Taco Bell as a cashier 
in the daytime and on Sunday he de-
livered newspapers. Msn. Rebekah 
Kim took a bus for 2 hours to go to 
work at a small hamburger shop and 
came back by bus again for 2 hours. 
My heart was deeply moved by their 
sacrificial lives as lay missionaries. So I 
worked harder in the pioneering min-
istry with Msn.John Kwon who came 
6 months earlier than I did. After a 
while, we had to leave UCLA in order 
to pioneer California State University 
in Long Beach where God blessed us 
abundantly with his flock.

“Be strong and courageous, because you will lead these people to inherit the land I 
swore to their forefathers to give them.”  (Joshua 1:6)

LIFE TESTIMONY  
BY PAUL CHIN, WEST LA UBF, USA
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When God began to send his flock, 
I began to compete with Msn. John 
Kwon. But it was so difficult for me to 
feed more sheep than he did, because 
he was serving the ministry as a full–
time intern shepherd. I didn’t want to 
be treated as the second son again in 
UBF. No, not again! Out of competi-
tive spirit, to feed more sheep than 
Msn.John, I chose to work a night 
shift job so I could go to study and 
feed sheep in the day time, and go 
to work at night. I went to work at 
midnight at Roadway trucking com-
pany, came home at 8 am and went 
to campus to take class and to feed 
sheep. Then I came back in the after-
noon to sleep and went back to work 
at night. God blessed me with several 
sheep. God blessed me to raise up Dr. 
Abraham McIlhenny, Chris Wright, 
Eric Coggins, Michael Christianson in 
this way. Although I wanted to quit 
the night work so many times, I had 
to struggle to be patient to serve 
God’s flock and prayed earnestly to 
become a full–time shepherd in God’s 
right time. I had a vision to serve God 
as a full–time shepherd and worked 
hard for 7 years to carry large freight 
and boxes in the trucking company. 
One day in the morning after I had 
worked all night, I was asked to drop 
off the freight trailer to another com-
pany and on the way driving, I felt 
asleep. My truck hit head–on with a 
gasoline truck in opposite traffic and 
the gasoline truck was overturned. I 
was thrown out of a window in my 
truck and my 7 ribs and left arm got 
broken and I was in a coma for two 
days with head trauma. One week 
later when I came back to my own 
senses, I learned that I needed re-
habilitation treatment for the whole 
year and as a result, I couldn’t go back 
to work any longer. However, I was so 
happy to find out that I couldn’t go 

back to work to carry the heavy boxes 
anymore and that made me giggle 
continually. I believed that God an-
swered my earnest prayer to become 
a full–time shepherd, and I was so 
happy and thankful and shed many 
tears of joy. I realized that I could even 
cry out of great joy.

III. WEST LA PIONEERING WORK
We were sent out to pioneer UCLA 

in West LA in December 1991. Msn. 
Faith and I were sent out to serve the 
pioneering work without any prepa-
ration. We held on to Isaiah 2:2, “In 
the last days the mountain of the 
Lord’s temple will be established as 
the highest of the mountains; it will 
be exalted above the hills, and all na-
tions will stream to it” and struggled 
to visit the campus with great vision 
to feed many sheep. Sometimes we 
had 10 students for the Sunday 
worship service but the pioneering 
work was not like the same with the 
vision we had. They came to Bible 
study on a one to one basis but they 
didn’t want to make a commitment 
to God. Shp. Abraham who came to 
UCLA to study for a PhD joined in 
the pioneering work and Msn. Isaac 
G. Kim from Korea did as well, but 
we were too weak and unprepared 
to pioneer UCLA. Five years later, I 
realized that God’s timing and plan 
were really different from my timing 
and plan. UCLA was ripe for harvest, 
but I was not prepared to serve UCLA 
pioneering work yet. I deeply realized 
and learned the God of Abraham who 
spent 25 years patiently to raise up 
one person, Abraham, to be a great 
man of God. We decided to fold our 
dream to pioneer UCLA for a while 
and moved to pioneer California State 
University in Northridge.

We held onto Joshua 1:6, “Be strong 
and courageous, because you will 

lead these people to inherit the land 
I swore to their ancestors to give 
them,” and began to pioneer CSUN 
from the fall semester 1996.

First, the construction of the house 
church. We rented a house for the 
ministry. When we had around 10 
students for the worship service, the 
landlord asked us to move out be-
cause he wanted to sell the house. We 
had no money and no place to move 
to all of sudden, so we were forced 
to move out by the court order. We 
moved into Msn. Isaac G. Kim’s two–
bedroom apartment temporarily 
and lived like refugees; one room for 
women missionaries, the living room 
for my three children, and the other 
room for men missionaries. When 
we prayed earnestly, God helped us 
to find a house for sale at a price of 
$240,000, one block away from CSUN. 
God helped us to purchase the house 
with the down payment of $24,000. 
My family, Shp. Abraham’s family 
and Msn. Isaac G. Kim’s family lived 
together and we all gave sacrificial 
offering to build 1,000 square feet of 
worship place in the house. When we 
added this worship room, the price of 
the house was raised highly. And we 
got the second loan to purchase the 
empty lot of Lindley Avenue which 
cost $400,000 and built the church 
with our own hands from the founda-
tion to the roof, only by faith in God. 
“Superior house” is a half acre and 
there are 17 rooms and one big meet-
ing room. “Lindley house” is three 
quarter acre with the sanctuary for 
worship service and 10 little one to 
one study and meeting rooms, and 17 
rooms altogether. In Lindley house, 
our three families and six shepherd-
esses are living together for commu-
nity life. Msn. Faith, Dr. Abraham, Msn. 
Grace Kim and Msn. Sarah make more 
than $60 per hour at work, but they 

do not have their own houses. Just 
as the Pilgrim forefathers in America 
did, we also wanted to build God’s 
house before purchasing our own 
houses. I pray that God may bless 
their beautiful coworking and help 
them to purchase their own houses 
from now on.

Second, fishing ministry. We begin 
fishing on campus early in the morn-
ing at 8am. Abraham, Isaac, Joshua, 
Dalila, Emily, Esther, and Caroline go 
fishing every day. Megan, Adriana, 
Matthew, Sarah and Faith go fishing 
from two days to four days on cam-
pus. Our sheep also join in the fishing 
ministry together with shepherds.

Msn. Abigail prepares and brings 
the lunch to school at noon, so we all 
gather and have lunch fellowship and 
then read five chapters of the Bible 
each day. We have a yearly plan to fin-
ish reading the whole Bible with our 
Bible students during lunch time. In 
West LA UBF, there are 6 missionaries, 
8 American shepherds and shepherd-
esses, 2 missionary candidates and 
we have around 40 attendants for the 
worship service on Sunday. Last fall 
semester we developed a new fish-
ing method and gained many Bible 
students. Even young shepherd can-
didates were able to participate in 
fishing ministry with us. We tried to 
fish the Bible students within three 
minutes. This fall semester we expect 
to have good result from the lessons 
we learned this spring semester. We 
pray for 100 Sunday worship service 
attendants. After we accomplish 100 
worship attendees, we pray to go out 
to challenge UCLA pioneering work 
again. Our coworkers are no longer 
the same persons that we used to 
be 20 years ago who left UCLA with 
tears. Our missionaries grew up to be 
disciple–makers and our shepherds 
also grew to become Bible teachers. 

By the same token we are forming the 
vessel of the Holy Spirit, prepared by 
the words of God.

Third, fellowship ministry. The Fel-
lowship plays an important role in 
West LA ministry. One of the prob-
lems in disciple–making ministry is 
generation gap, culture gap and the 
gap in spiritual maturity. Between 
missionaries and American shepherds 
there is a generation and culture gap. 
Between shepherds and new Bible 
students there is a gap of spiritual 
maturity. Shepherds are struggling 
for godly life but new Bible students 
are so worldly that it is not easy to 
become friends with them. We are 
trying to have fellowship through 
dancing, traveling, snow–boarding, 
snorkeling, etc. and all together as 
one family in Christ. We have been 
trying to prepare to become a church 
for the new generation. After Sunday 
worship service, our shepherds and 
students do hip–hop dancing for one 
hour. Every winter time we go out for 
snow–boarding fellowship to learn 
courage and boldness. Every summer 
time we go jet–skiing or snorkeling 
for exercise and fellowship. During 
the summer, we travel around in the 
United States or overseas. In 2014, we 
traveled around 6 countries in West-
ern Europe; we suffered together, 
laughed together and lived together 
and at the end of the journey we at-
tended the 2014 European Summer 
Bible Conference. In 2015, S. Adriana, 
Emily, Dalila, Megan and Dr. Abraham 
shared their life testimonies in Kwan 
Ak 3 and 5, Jong–Ro, Kyung Sung, Yun 
Hee, JeJu and Kwang Ju UBF in Korea 
and had a wonderful fellowship with 
Korean coworkers. We are planning 
to travel to Zion Canyon and Bryce 
Canyon in Arizona for two weeks in 
mid–July 2016. While traveling we 
are going to study the word of God 

for 3 hours every morning. We have 
reasons to travel around and have 
intensive fellowship during the sum-
mer.

First, we want to experience com-
munity living together. Second, we 
like to encourage our shepherds who 
worked hard during the semester 
for Bible testimony writing, feeding 
sheep, One to One study, Group Bible 
Study, and Book Reading. Another 
problem of many American students 
is loneliness. Many of them are wan-
dering in loneliness in the crowd, 
desolated human relationships, many 
sins with self–centeredness and dis-
trust for one another. They indulge in 
alcohol, drugs and sexual immorality 
to overcome their loneliness. Jesus 
gave us the second commandment 
to love our neighbors as ourselves. 
So we have many types of fellow-
ship meeting in order to love, em-
brace and serve them. The vision for 
Californian pioneering became more 
clear when I saw the spiritual growth 
of the shepherds and their struggle 
to feed sheep. I pray that God may 
reveal his glory through Californian 
pioneering work in 10 UCs, 24 CSUs, 
42 Private Universities and 119 city 
colleges! When God accomplishes his 
will for Californian pioneering using 
this sinner who is full of shortcomings 
and weaknesses, I want to cry out of 
gratitude. I want to cry all the more 
than any time I cried before. Until that 
time I want to deeply engrave Joshua 
1:6 in my heart, “Be strong and coura-
geous, because you will lead these 
people to inherit the land I swore to 
their forefathers to give them.”

One Word: Be Strong and Coura-
geous! 
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GOD CHANGED ME FROM A BOY OF 
FATE TO AN APOSTLE

I. GOD SAVED ME FROM A LIFE OF 
FATE AND SIN

I was born in Kwang–Ju, Korea in 
1963. Several fateful events occurred 
between my birth and junior high 
school. My mother planned a deliber-

ate miscarriage when she was pregnant 
with me because she wanted no more 
children; she drank a bowl of bitter soy 
sauce every day during her pregnancy. 
My father also believed that I was des-
tined to die as a baby. He thought the 
only way for me to survive was to kill 
animals on my behalf. Whenever a pig 
was to be slaughtered in my village my 
father took me to the place and let me 
take a knife to kill the pig. Sometimes 
I was even taken to the next village to 
kill the pigs. My father thought I would 
die before entering primary school so 
he delayed my birth registration. He did 

not register my birth at the city council 
till I turned 8 years old, and he was hit 
with a heavy fine. Yet I did not die, but 
entered a primary school. An accident 
occurred in my second year of primary 
school. There was a big reservoir near 
the village. I was riding on an inflated 
rubber boat which other children were 
playing and swimming around when 
the boat unexpectedly overturned. I 
became unconscious while drowning 
in deep water. When I was awakened I 
found myself saved by my second elder 
brother.

My junior high school was co–edu-
cation. I was always one of the top 10 
students of the school and I wore a 
golden badge on my school uniform. 
Because of the honors badge I became 
famous among the girl students and I 
often had dates with them. One day I 

missed a class to date a beautiful girl in a 
mountain near the school. Being caught 
by a teacher I was brought to his office, 
beaten, and found that my name was 
put on the black list to be monitored 
at all times. A haunting incident hap-
pened in the second year of my junior 
high school. One day I watched a movie 
late in a cinema until late night, missed 
the last bus so I had to to walk home by 
myself. There was a huge cemetery on 
the way. This cemetery was quite well 
known as a dreadful place where many 
people met ghosts at night. The night I 
missed the last bus was so dark and rainy. 
On the way passing the cemetery I met 
a ghost lady wearing a white dress. The 
ghost lady not only showed me her ap-
pearance but also talked to me, “Why are 
you coming alone?” I was so scared that  I 
ran 2 km with all my strength. When I got 

“Through him we received grace and apostleship to call all the Gentiles the Gentiles 
for his name’s sake” (Romans 1:5)

LIFE TESTIMONY  
BY MARK LEE, MACQUARIE UBF, AUSTRALIA

home, I was wet all over with hot sweat 
and I was trembling with fear. From that 
time on I had continual nightmares with 
sweating and screaming. I screamed 
aloud and had seizures whenever I saw 
a person wearing a white garment at 
night. I could not go to the toilet by my-
self at night and I was afflicted with fear 
of ghosts. I hated the night coming. So I 
wandered around all day long.

I was born with a fate of facing abor-
tion while in my mother’s womb, a fate of 
dying before entering a primary school 
and had a fate of drowning, a terrible fate 
of meeting a ghost at the cemetery, hav-
ing a nightmare every night. I joined a 
gangster club in my senior high school in 
order to change my fate. I was hospital-
ized after getting involved in collective 
violence. My friends were waiting for 
me at the bus stop and took me to the 
pub for drinking. I used to go to school 
hungover in the morning after drinking 
all night. This kind of immoral life was 
my struggle to escape from the fear of 
ghosts. The Lord had mercy on me and 
one day invited me to Kwang–Ju UBF 
Summer Bible Conference. The Lord 
came to me with his words in Luke 23:34, 
“Father, forgive them, for they do not 
know what they are doing.” I accepted 
him as my Lord and Savior with tears 
and joy and I decided to commit my life 
to him.

II. GOD DISCIPLINED ME TO BE-
COME A SHEPHERD

My life began to change since I met 
Jesus. I became a shepherd teaching 
the Bible to students after 7 months of 
attending church. I joined the disciple 
team and lived a common life with 
others. God’s words helped me solve 
my long–term unsolved life problems 
and quenched my thirsty soul. I simply 
believed and taught the words in the 
Bible as the very words of God. God 
used my simple faith in his words, raised 
shepherds through my ministries, and 
sent some of them as missionaries. My 
long–time friends left me one by one 
after seeing my changed life style. And 
not only my friends but my family also 
turned against me. By a professor’s rec-
ommendation I was employed in the 
chemical industry in the last semes-
ter of my university. However, I gave 
up the work employment in order to 
get trained as an intern shepherd. On 
hearing this news my family hated me 
saying, “You gave up employment and 
became crazy for the church.” My third 
elder brother who had a gangsterish 
personality threatened me with a knife 
to stop me going to church. One time he 
brought a bucket filled with petrol and 
threatened to burn the church down. 
My eldest brother came to my  univer-
sity graduation ceremony, held a family 
meeting, and made a decision to blot 

my name out of the family genealogy. 
From that time on my friends and my 
family turned away from me, and I had 
to stand alone before the Lord.

My shepherd Joshua Lee disciplined 
me to make me a responsible shep-
herd whenever problems arose in the 
church. He disciplined me if the church 
was not cleaned or a briquette fire in 
the stove went out. One day another 
student shepherd fell off the bunk bed 
while sleeping, and he had his two teeth 
broken. This incident had nothing to 
do with me, but Shp. Joshua Lee dis-
ciplined me saying that such incidents 
occurred due to my poor management 
in the church. I received “dog training” 
crawling on the cement floor, running 
to the campus barefoot while shouting 
words. My shepherd gave me a training 
name ‘challenger’ and disciplined me 
in many ways to overcome the fatalism 
and the fear in my heart. In his time the 
Lord blessed me to marry Msn. Ruth in 
1990 and sent us as missionaries to New 
Zealand the next year.

III. GOD USES ME AS A MISSIONARY
When my New Zealand student visa 

expired after 6 months, my wife Ruth and 
I slept in the church for a week to pray 
for the visa extension. The Lord received 
our prayer and led me to a factory that 
produced saddles for horse riding. I met 
the company director and suggested 
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to him that I would work without pay 
for the company if he helped me get 
permanent residency in New Zealand. 
Through the challenge and negotiation, 
I was blessed to be the first one who 
received permanent residency of New 
Zealand among the missionaries after 
one year and seven months. I had a lot 
of difficulties in extreme poverty while 
working without pay. I had nothing to 
eat and worried about what to eat to-
morrow. But the Lord would send his 
angels to put something to eat in front 
of the door early in the morning. My wife 
gave birth to our first son by God’s grace, 
but we could not pay for the hospital 
fees although we received reminder no-
tices several times. During such a desper-
ate period of time the Lord granted us 
permanent residence so all the hospital 
fees were exempted. The Lord had mercy 
on my family and provided us with the 
cost of birth and upbringing of my baby 
son through government subsidies.

God used my family to serve Auckland 
UBF ministry as coworkers for two and a 
half years and sent us to pioneer Welling-
ton UBF. God gave me a vision to build 
a new church. I helped four single shep-
herds in Korea to receive permanent resi-
dence of New Zealand and invited them 
to New Zealand as missionaries. They 
all married and established missionary 
families. I was blessed to bear fruits of 
raising some disciples and inviting 8 mis-
sionary coworkers to New Zealand. God 
granted me the permanent residence in 
a miraculous way, blessed me to raise 
disciples of Jesus and missionary co-
workers, but still one problem remained 
unsolved. I graduated from a MA degree 
in English teaching by God’s grace, but I 
could not get a job. I had suffered from 
the economic pressure,, having no se-
cure job for 8 years in New Zealand. In 
such a feeble time the Lord gave me a 
vision  and sent me to Australia in 2000.

In Australia for the first 5 years I did 
anything, including cleaning toilets, 
installing tiles on the floor, electric as-
sistance, automotive body work, paint-
ing, delivery, warehouse management, 
etc. The Lord was merciful on me while 
working the bottom jobs to complete a 
three–year nursing degree in an Austra-
lian university in the middle of my forties, 
and granted me a full–time nursing job 
at a public hospital. It might be easy for 
an ordinary person to get a full–time 
nursing job in a foreign country. How-
ever, it was a historical victory for both 
me as well as to God that I had a profes-
sional job while I had been struggling 
and praying for 15 years for a secure job 
as a lay missionary. Through the train-
ing of having a professional, secure job I 
deeply learned how to rely on God who 
is able to make what I could do impos-
sible and what I could not do possible.

God has sent 8 missionary coworkers 
to Macquarie UBF since 2003 while I was 
ministering in Australia. It was not easy 
to have partnership with 10 missionaries 
in the church. All the missionaries had 
already experiences to bear the fruits of 
raising disciples in Korea and mission 
fields. I have accepted each missionary 
with respect as the ones whom God has 
sent. I did not demand of them or load 
them over, but I recognized their unique 
personalities and gifts and served them 
with prayer and love. Satan envied our 
coworking spirit and tried to divide our 
church by stimulating misunderstand-
ings, jealousy, and human emotions. In 
any cases I could not but come to God 
in prayer. I believed in God, who has 
established the church, who has sent 
missionary coworkers. God has accepted 
our humble coworking and prayer and 
blessed us to have 30 Sunday worship 
service attendees.

I was living a dissolute life in the past 
to overcome my miserable fate. God had 
mercy on me, saved me, called me as 

a missionary, and is now using me for 
his salvation work. I am a feeble, fragile 
sinner. I have tasted God’s miraculous 
grace and power so many times in the 
past, but I am still weak like a jar of clay, 
weak enough to tremble with fear when I 
face difficult problems. I am aware of the 
secrets of mission that Jesus has taught 
me; how I was saved, how I was used as 
a missionary, how I raised Bible students, 
and how I served the precious mis-
sionaries. I confess that all these works 
were done only by the grace of Jesus. 
Romans 1:5 says: “Through him and for 
his name’s sake we received grace and 
apostleship to call people from among 
all the Gentiles to the obedience that 
comes from faith.” I pray that I may be 
obliged to the grace of Jesus so that I 
may become an apostle to call Australian 
campus students to the obedience that 
comes from faith.

The British could not send any more 
prisoners to North America since Ameri-
can independence in January 1778, and 
chose Australia as a new land of prison-
ers’ exile. During the British colonial pe-
riod the Australians formed the hierarchy 
of three races by placing the white on 
the top, the yellow and black race in the 
middle, and the indigenous underclass. 
The majority of Australians are proud of 
themselves as the descendants of the 
white, so they do not accept the gospel 
of the cross of Jesus. God has sent 24 UBF 
missionaries to the five chapters in Aus-
tralia and he is doing pioneering work 
in Australia UBF. Our prayer requests for 
Australian UBF are as follows. First, to 
pioneer 40 campuses in our generation. 
Second, to send missionaries by 2020. 
Third, to raise one Abraham and one 
Sarah in each chapter.

One Word: “Through him we received 
grace and apostleship”

 

FROM A LOST AND WANDERING 
SINNER TO A MISSIONARY TO  
LATIN AMERICA

I. GOD CALLED ME TO BE A CAM-
PUS MINISTRY SHEPHERD

In 1960, I was born in a well–estab-
lished family in Busan, Korea, as the 
first son of 4 children. My father 
was a trustworthy, honest, and 

hardworking middle–class gentleman 
who developed a local transportation 
business. My mother was loving and 
caring and tried her best to raise her 
children with great education. During 
middle and high school, I set a goal to 
enter a prestigious college and was 
able to study day and night without 
any problems in a supportive family 
environment. And by the grace of God, 
I got accepted to Kyung Hee University 
College of Oriental Medicine. While in 
college, my loving and caring father 
passed away due to a chronic illness. 
In the same year, my uncle also passed 
away after three months because of 
a sudden illness. This was a shocking 
time for me, and it woke me up to the 
reality and fear of death. If all we are 
waiting for is to die in the end, there 
would be no point struggling hard to 
live our lives. I was overwhelmed by 
the power of death, and I began to 
live a life of meaninglessness, hope-
lessness, mercilessness, and any other 
word you can think of that ends with 
“–lessness.”

Just like any other Korean male citi-
zen, I took a leave of absence in college 
and served the army duty from 1982 to 
1984. Just before I returned to college, 
God invited me to one–to–one Bible 

study in Kyung Sung UBF through one 
of the college upperclassmen. In the 
same year, Jesus spoke to me during a 
Summer Bible Conference at Incheon 
Munhaksan saying, “Son, your sins are 
forgiven” (Mark 2:5). I was filled with 
peace and joy that I had never experi-
enced anywhere, all because of God’s 
amazing grace and forgiveness. “Do 
you love me more than these? … Feed 
my lambs” (John 21:15). My eyes were 
filled with tears when I listened to the 
Word of God. I sincerely believed in Je-
sus and accepted Jesus as my one and 
only Christ.

By God’s great grace, I was back 
in college in 1985, but soon I had to 
take a leave of absence again due to 
my fear and defeatism in studying ori-
ental medicine. At this difficult time, 
I had one–to–one Bible study on He-
brews 11 with Shps. Kyung Hee Seo. 
After this particular study, I was des-
perate to become a man of faith, who 
praised God with a faithful heart. By 
faith, I was able to return to college in 
1986. At the same time, I left my home 
and began to live communally with 
other college newcomers, who were 
eager to learn about Jesus Christ. This 
experience taught me about the life 
of a pilgrim and the life of seeking His 
kingdom and His righteousness. During 
this fruitful year, God used me to lead 
Msn. Matthew Kim, Shp. Daniel Lee, and 
Msn. Moses Ryu to Jesus Christ. God 
also helped my family to accept the 
Word of God. In 1988, God blessed me 

and sent me a beautiful woman and 
coworker, Shps.  Maria, to establish a 
house church. With her gentleness and 
intelligence, she covered my strong per-
sonality and weaknesses living a life of 
mission to this day. In 1990, 10 years 
since I started college life, I graduated 
from the College of Oriental Medicine 
by the grace of God. I gave thanks to the 
Lord for transforming this unbelieving 
soul to a faithful disciple of Jesus and 
a campus ministry shepherd. I prayed 
that God may use my oriental medicine 
certificate for the glory of His name.

After graduation, I studied Portu-
guese to prepare for Brazil mission with 
the prayer support of Shp. James Seo. 
In August 1987, I sent an application 
to a few medical schools in Brazil. After 
only two months, I received a letter of 
admission from the Graduate Program 
in the University of Sao Paulo Medical 
School. I took this as a proof of God’s 
leading and his calling me for Brazil 
mission.

II. GOD CALLS ME TO BE A MISSION-
ARY TO BRAZIL

In February 1991, I was sent as a pio-
neering missionary to Brazil. I arrived at 
Sao Paulo, the most populated city in 
Brazil. However, the Professor who had 
sent me the letter of admission  told me 
that it was difficult for me to get admit-
ted to the graduate program since I did 
not graduate from a medical school 
but from a school of oriental medicine. 
Because of this, instead of getting into 

“And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to 
him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.” 
(Hebrew 11:6)

LIFE TESTIMONY  
BY ELIJAH PARK, SAO PAULO UBF, BRAZIL
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the graduate program, I decided to fo-
cus on building a good foundation by 
studying Portuguese, supporting myself 
financially, and serving Brazil campus 
ministry.

First, mastering the Portuguese 
language. Mastering the Portuguese 
language was one of the most difficult 
things to do in such an exotic place. 
Rather than living in a Korean neighbor-
hood, I lived near the campus among 
the Brazilian people and challenged 
myself to master the language through 
cultural exchange with Brazilians and no 
contact with Koreans. I listened to and 
repeated television news reports and 
conversations. I read and memorized 
paragraph after paragraph in Brazilian 
elementary school textbooks. I was 
desperate to learn Portuguese thor-
oughly and systematically to help col-
lege students. I desperately prayed to 
God to open the door for me to learn 
Portuguese. At the end of the year, I 
came to know about the Portuguese 
Language Institute. Soon I was studying 
4 hours every day from Monday through 
Friday. Every day, I learned Portuguese 
grammar and conversation, memorized 
them, read newspapers and studied 
independently. Teachers and students 
also gathered together to praise and 

worship God with each student tak-
ing turns to share a short message. 
We learned not only the language but 
also about Brazilian history, politics, 
economy, culture, and society, a time 
for missionaries to learn about Brazil. 
The Brazilian instructors were all faithful 
Christians and were fully committed to 
teaching and helping the missionaries 
who had come all the way to their own 
country. Maria and I prayed earnestly 
to finish our language studies within 
one year. We had to take our 2–year–old 
baby Joshua to the language institute 
daily in order to watch over him, and 
we returned home at 1pm. By the time 
we had finished our year course, we had 
spent most of our money on our lan-
guage studies, but we were hopeful in 
our upcoming mission work because 
we were able to speak Portuguese on 
at least the basic level.

After I graduated from the language 
institute, my language skill was further 
improved as I prepared for worship ser-
vice messages in Portuguese. Meditat-
ing on the Word of God and having fel-
lowship with God while preparing for 
messages was a source of great strength 
and comfort for me. I was also able to 
understand the culture and national 
character of Brazil as I invited college 

students by fishing and having one–to–
one Bible Studies with them. The vast 
territory of Brazil itself was formed by 
people who immigrated from all over 
the world, and because of this it has a 
uniquely varied culture. Although Brazil 
as a whole uses Portuguese as its official 
language, all 27 states of Brazil have 
their unique cultures and traditions that 
differ from each other. Brazilian culture 
as a whole is based on European culture 
as Brazil is comprised of descendants of 
European immigrants. In general, Bra-
zilians are kind–hearted and satisfied 
with their quality of living. They usually 
have high happiness levels. They regard 
everyone as a friend, and are very recep-
tive of foreign cultures. They respect 
diversity and are open–minded. Brazil 
is said to have one of the largest Roman 
Catholic populations, but the Protestant 
population, especially Pentecostal, is 
growing rapidly nowadays. Brazilian 
natives are open to the gospel, and it 
is fairly new and unique to spread the 
gospel through one–to–one Bible Stud-
ies with campus college students.

Second, financial self–support. Af-
ter completing our language course at 
the language institute, Maria and I did 
part–time jobs in Portuguese–Korean 
translation at the Donga Newspaper 

Company every day. Maria even had 
a second part–time job teaching at 
Korean language school in order to 
make up for our living expenses. Our 
two–bedroom monthly–rent apartment 
became a place for Sunday worship 
service and one–to–one Bible Studies, 
with one room for the 5 members of 
our family and the other for the mis-
sionaries’ temporary accommodation. 
Our finances were tight, but we never 
lacked money. We always thanked God 
for his grace, for feeding us with rare, 
tropical fruits and for helping us to live 
in our mission field. After a few years as 
a Brazilian missionary, I came to know 
one oriental doctor who specialized in 
acupuncture, and I was able to learn in 
depth about acupuncture through his 
teaching. I worked in his acupuncture 
clinic for almost 4 years, and worked in 
the other oriental clinic as an admin-
istrative doctor for one year. Finally, in 
2000, 10 years after arriving in Brazil, 
we opened a new oriental clinic, Kyung 
Hee Oriental Clinic, at Koreatown in Sao 
Paulo. God sent many patients to our 
clinic, and we were able to pay off all 
our debts. We learned from this expe-
rience that God led us in the best way 
when we sought His kingdom and His 
righteousness first.

Third, worship service message prep-
aration and disciple–making ministry. 
My biggest responsibility, or cross, was 
to preach Sunday worship service mes-
sages. Unfortunately, there was very 
little Portuguese messages to refer to 
compared to English or Spanish mes-
sages. I had to start from scratch – creat-
ing new question sheets, Bible lectures, 
and daily bread. Each week passed by 
quickly as I was busy generating ques-
tion sheets, having Bible studies with 
sheep, leaders, and other missionaries, 
and writing and preaching messages. 
Through these spiritual struggles, I was 
able to complete a Portuguese Bible 
lecture series on Genesis, Exodus, the 
four Gospels, Romans, 2 Corinthians, 
Galatians, and Ephesians, which be-
came the basis for the Brazilian gos-
pel ministry. Thankfully, these lecture 
series became a crucial foundation for 
several one–to–one Bible notes and 
newer Portuguese messages made by 
other missionaries who came later. Fur-
thermore, it was also utilized as a refer-
ence for other Korean missionaries in 
Brazil. Through the lecture series, many 
sheep listened and meditated on the 
Word of God, receiving new life in their 
souls. Among those who experienced 
the spiritual joy and growth through 

Bible studies, some became coworkers 
for our mission field and others formed 
house churches and became sources 
of blessing.

In 2003, Shp. Mauro, who has been 
growing spiritually through the Word 
of God for almost 10 years, established 
the first house church with Mirtha 
from Paraguay UBF by God’s grace. 
Shp. Mauro began studying the Bible 
as a freshman in chemistry at the Uni-
versity of Sao Paulo. He lived commu-
nally and received much love from the 
UBF missionaries. After graduating, he 
continued to participate and serve our 
ministry as a graduate student. His mar-
riage was the very first since the begin-
ning of the Brazil pioneering mission 
12 years ago. Mother Sarah Barry, Msn. 
Grace Lee, and Msn. Sunji Jun came 
all the way to Brazil to celebrate his 
marriage. However, after he married, 
he left UBF. I felt great despair about 
disciple–making ministry. But through 
this incident, we learned that disciple–
making ministry is not done by human 
effort but only by the Holy Spirit. There-
fore, in all circumstances, I had to keep 
holding onto God faithfully and live 
by faith. Although many brothers left, 
God blessed the sisters who kept their 
faith and continued to establish house 
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churches through them even in this dif-
ficult situation. Shps.  Jeanne personally 
met Jesus, the spring of water welling 
up to eternal life, in the 2001 Summer 
Bible Conference, and established a 
house church with Msn. Omar from 
Mexico. Shps. Ataiena also met Jesus 
in 2005 after suffering from a miserable 
life of poverty and a broken family, and 
established a house church with Msn. 
Nathan from Los Angeles UBF.

One thing we realized while serving 
Brazil mission was the importance of 
our second gens. Our children are our 
best sheep and precious source of sup-
port for mission work sent to us by God. 
God gave us three sons, Moses, Joshua, 
and Peter, and he led us to pray for them 
since birth. When I began to train them 
as young disciples, they became our 
great coworkers. Currently, we have 23 
second gens in Brazil. Among them, 9 
are either college students or gradu-
ates, and they are serving God’s mission 
work and are growing with spiritual 
leadership. We continue to pray that 
God continues to care for them that 
they may later become leaders for Brazil 
mission.

Fourth, coworking together with mis-
sionaries. In 1997, when Korea suffered 
from the IMF Financial Crisis, we sincere-
ly prayed to God, “Father! Please send 
us many missionaries here to Brazil!” 
God listened to our prayer and sent us 
9 missionary families, 1 single mission-
ary, and their 15 children within only 
months of each other, including Msns. 
Noah Jeong, Joseph Kim, Paulo Kim, 
Joshua Ahn, Matthew Kim, Caleb Jeon, 
Zechariah Lee, Moses Yoon, Joshua Lee, 
and Jacob Kim. Our small UBF center 
became crowded when the 14 families 
and their children had Sunday worship 
service together. Among the new mis-
sionaries some even had no money or 
time to focus on studying the Portu-
guese language. We eventually rented 

a decently large house for three families 
to live together in order to save some 
money. Despite our inadequate situ-
ation, when we trusted in the Lord to 
move forward and pray, God provided 
us a way to support ourselves financially 
by starting a business. As Brazil UBF be-
came fruitful, God sent Msn. Paulo Kim’s 
family to pioneer Campinas UBF and 
Msn. Noah Jeong’s and Joseph Kim’s 
families to Sao Paulo downtown, Con-
solacao UBF.

Currently in Brazil, there are a total 
of 8 missionary families in Sao Paulo 
UBF and Campinas UBF, which is 100 
kilometers away from Sao Paulo. Sao 
Paulo UBF, which includes 6 coworking 
missionary families, including myself, 
serve college campus students at the 
University of Sao Paulo, Mackenzie 
Presbyterian University, Sao Judas Ta-
deu University, and Medical Sciences 
of Santa Casa de Sao Paulo. University 
of Sao Paulo (USP) is one of the most 
prestigious colleges in Brazil and South 
America. Not only do young intelligent 
students from the 27 states of Brazil, 
South America, and Africa go there to 
study, but also students from all over 
the world. In the near future, USP can 
become a gospel mission center for 
the 27 states of Brazil, South America, 
and for all over the world. I pray that 
God may bless the Gospel mission and 
discipleship in the USP and establish 
Brazil as a kingdom of priests and a 
holy nation. Through the past 26 years 
of my mission life, God has poured out 
his one–sided grace so that I can serve 
the mission with precious UBF cowork-
ers in this vast, beautiful nation of Latin 
America. Since 2015, God called me 
as a new Latin America Continental 
Coordinator after Msn. Timothy Rhee’s 
retirement from the position.

As of now, UBF missionaries were 
sent to 9 countries in Central America 
(Mexico, Belize, Costa Rica, Dominican 

Republic, El Salvador, Guatemala, Hon-
duras, Nicaragua, and Panama) and 10 
countries in South America (Argen-
tina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Columbia, 
Ecuador, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay, and 
Venezuela), a total of 19 countries in 
Latin America. Among those coun-
tries, Peru (2002), El Salvador (2005), 
and Dominican Republic (2005) were 
pioneered by native Latin American 
shepherds, including Msns. Efrain, 
Isidro, and Jorge Antonia, respectively. 
I thank God for sending missionaries to 
pioneer college campus students who 
are like sheep without a shepherd, and 
I thank God for establishing UBF cam-
pus ministries in 19 countries in Latin 
America. We praise and worship God 
for blessing our missionaries’ commit-
ment and prayer in raising disciples in 
Latin American college campuses, and 
furthermore for calling native shep-
herds to preach the Word of God as 
missionaries in Latin America. We con-
tinue to pray that God may bless the 
mission work in Latin America and that 
God may send pioneering missionar-
ies to 4 new unpioneered countries 
– Cuba, Haiti, Jamaica, and Trinidad 
and Tobago. We also pray that God 
may establish each country in Latin 
America as a Kingdom of Priests and 
a Holy Nation.

One Word: Without faith it is impos-
sible to please God!

 

I give thanks to God who enabled 
me to participate in this confer-
ence with everyone here. I longed 
to visit the homeland of my shep-

herd and God has fulfilled my desire. 
I give thanks to God for being able to 
participate in this great conference. I 
pray to be used for the glory of God.

PART 1. MY LIFE IN EGYPT
My name is M.  M.  I am the oldest of 

three siblings in my family. In 2013, I es-
tablished a house church by faith with 
Sh. H., and we are currently raising a son 
named M. who is 1.5 years old. I was 
born and raised in a Christian house-
hold. My father worked as an accoun-
tant in the bank and now he works as a 
pension manager. I received my calling 
by hearing the Word of God and learned 
about my Savior Jesus Christ. However, 
all of this was mere knowledge to me. 
I was admitted to the 3rd best univer-
sity in Egypt, Ashut University College 
of Education, majoring in computer 
education. As I observed my college 
friends who seemed to be carefree, I 
wondered why I had to restrain myself 
and live before God. I also wanted to 
live a free life. I began to doubt God’s 
love, and Satan succeeded in snatch-
ing me away from God. However, as 
a result, I lost peace in my heart and I 
was unable to pray. One day I earnestly 
prayed to God. I said, “Lord, I became a 
stubborn person and I distanced myself 
from you, so through a small accident, 
help me to return to you.” Three days 
after my prayer, an accident occurred 
in which I nearly lost my leg. However, 
God protected me. Through this in-
cident, I rededicated my heart to the 

Lord and my relationship with God was 
restored. With all my heart, I prayed for 
my stubbornness to be taken away. I 
asked God to forgive my doubts about 
him. I began to feel God’s great love and 
protection towards me.

After graduating from college, I 
sought out a job as a computer instruc-
tor. Soon, I once again encountered an 
accident during which I nearly lost my 
life. I fell from a 10–meter tree. I be-
came paralyzed and could not move 
for several months. However, in spite of 
this accident, I did not lose peace in my 
heart, and God miraculously healed me 
and rescued me from death. God was 
in the midst of preparing me to go out 
into the land of mission. Not long af-
ter, due to the problems my father was 
facing at work, my family experienced 
serious financial problems. My father 
was falsely charged to submit a large 
sum of money which he did not even 
owe. The situation continued to dete-
riorate, and we tried to find a solution 
to no avail. This problem went on for 
2 years, and through this event all my 
family members, and especially I, lost 
faith in God. This event shook me and 
I saw everything in front of me falling 
apart. In the midst of this, I received an 
invitation to work in R nation, and this 
marked a new beginning for me.

PART 2. MY LIFE IN R NATION
After my arrival in R nation, I became 

sick for one week from worrying about 
my parents. Once again, I returned to 
God whom I had forgotten. I prayed 
to him saying, “Lord, what purpose do 
you have for me in R nation? Do you 
want me to live here?” Though I had 

not prayed nor studied the Scriptures 
for a long time, I began to feel an in-
tense spiritual thirst. While working as 
a computer instructor I met a Christian, 
and a Korean family, who were study-
ing the Bible with several people. I met 
with Msn. J and his family, but due to 
the language and cultural differences, I 
decided not to go again. So on Fridays, 
I intentionally turned off my phone in 
order to avoid Msn. J, but he, filled with 
love, constantly invited me. Therefore, 
I attended occasionally. During this 
time, my father continued to experi-
ence financial problems. I continually 
attended Bible studies and Sunday 
Worship.

At first, because of the language dif-
ferences, I had a difficult time. I needed 
translation for everything. I also could 
not adjust to the Korean food, especial-
ly to Kimchi. As time passed, I not only 
adjusted to Korean food, but I became 
addicted to it. My English improved to 
a point where I was able to understand 
the messages. My life began changing 
gradually. At this moment, I accepted 
one word from Scripture, Luke 8:50: 
“Don’t be afraid; just believe.” With the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit, I accepted 
this as God’s message to me in the 
midst of all my difficulties and the suf-
ferings of my family. I felt that I was told: 
“Do not be afraid of anything; do not 
be afraid, but just believe; then you will 
see how things can change in God.” In 
fact, the moment I entrusted all things 
to God, my father’s problems gradually 
began to be resolved. He received a 
new job offer as a computer instructor 
and soon after earned an international 
certificate related to computers. God 
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spoke to me saying, “You blamed me 
and thought that I was far away from 
your problems, but I was with you and 
I did not abandon you,” and helped me 
to realize his leading in my life.

PART 3. LIFE AS A UBF SHEPHERD
With the passing of the time, on 

August 13, 2010, I was anointed as 
a shepherd for God’s glory. This was 
the turning point of my life. When the 
shepherds laid their hands on me, I was 
convicted that I was being sent out to a 
difficult mission field. I was not qualified 
for such a mission, but God did not look 
at my qualities but chose me according 
to his grace. My family in Egypt was 
overjoyed and they threw a big party 
for me. This happened 6 years ago, but 
it seems just like yesterday. From then 
on, as a shepherd looks after the sheep, 
and as Christ took care of his sheep, so 
I had to take care of sheep and pray for 
their growth, so that the gospel may be 
preached to the ends of the nations. To 
be a shepherd means to serve, to be 
interested in, and to love. From the day 
of anointing, I took the title seriously. 
Msn J and my family share a strong 
friendship in Egypt. He visited my fam-
ily three times, and my parents have 

visited him 2 times. In Arabian societies, 
it is vital to foster loving relations with 
family members, and they need to be 
shown continuous love and support. 
Recently, I befriended one man from 
the Philippines and I began sharing the 
grace of God with him, and he began to 
study the Bible with us and joined our 
meeting. At present, God has granted 
me two Bible students. I study with a 
Philippino sheep, Ray, every Wednes-
day. I study the Bible with an Egyptian 
sheep, Ab., every Thursday. My prayer is 
for them to grow as shepherds, and to 
be used for disciple–making ministry.

PART 4. MY VISION AND PRAYER 
REQUEST

It is difficult to hold worship services 
in an Islamic country. However, I am 
experiencing God’s leading on a daily 
basis. As an Arabic shepherd living in 

Arabic states, I am acquainted with how 
Muslims think. Arabs hold on tightly 
to religion, and while they may be 
corrupt on the inside, on the outside 
they deem religion to be precious and 
would choose death over conversion 
to another religion. Arabic culture and 
tradition forbids abandoning religion 
and those who abandon religion will 
face continuous shame, along with their 
families. However, currently, many Mus-
lims are seeing the dangers of Islam, 
particularly through the activities of 
ISIS, which engages in murder, rape, 
and destruction. We have a great duty, 
and this includes sharing the message 
of salvation, love, and peace. Our op-
portunity is right now. 

Prayer Requests: For my sheep Ab to 
grow spiritually and become a shep-
herd in R nation.

For all individuals who committed 
their lives to serving Christ and shep-
herd lifestyle.

For Syrian refugees to personally 
meet Jesus.

For my family to serve God whole-
heartedly.

Amen.

 

DO YOU LOVE ME? FEED MY SHEEP

I am from Malaysia. By the grace 
of God,I came to know Christ at a 
young age in the Southern Baptist 
church as I grew up in Kuching. 

Growing up my parents were my first 
Bible teachers. I made my first personal 
decision to be a Christian when I was 
ten in a gospel rally in my hometown. I 
was extremely active serving in church 
as a worship leader, a choir member, a 
musician and a youth group leader. At 
that time I went to church every week, 
yet I secretly enjoyed living a double life.

I. HOW I CAME TO UBF
I came to UBF first when I went to 

Chicago to attend IIT ten years ago. My 
first impression of this ministry is a very 
pleasant one. I saw how God worked 
mightily in the ministry in building a 
community of love, and a group of be-
lievers who are obedient to his Great 
Commission, prioritize in confessing sins 
and repenting, struggle to apply the 
words of God in daily life through writ-
ing Bible reflections and one–to–one 
discipleship through Bible study. I was 
also moved by the stories of missionar-
ies making great sacrifices to live a life 
of faith for the gospel. Having been to 
many churches both in Malaysia and the 
U.S., I could say that what our ministry 
does is very rare. Through His faithful 
servants, God opened my eyes to see 
what it means to follow Jesus.

After a few years of undergraduate 
studies finally I graduated, I found a job 
in Springfield, Illinois and decided to 
move there for work. Although I loved 
UBF, my selfish nature wished to get 
away from UBF to take a break. So mov-
ing to Springfield would be good for me 
to take a break from UBF. But guess what, 
God did not let that happen. Strangely 

enough, just when I thought I could get 
away from UBF, God brought UBF to 
me. In the middle of 2008, Dr. John and 
Rebecca Lee from Lincoln Park and Alex 
Foster from U of I happened to all move 
to Springfield around the same time 
and Dr. John planned to start Spring-
field UBF. I could not believe it! Little 
did I know at that time God had a plan 
for me in Springfield UBF. Springfield 
UBF, though it only had a few members, 
served as my spiritual training ground 
and an important spiritual support for 
my later pioneering work in Malaysia.

By the love of God, He united us and 
made us one family. As a foreigner who 
had no family there, John and Rebecca 
were like an elder brother and elder sis-
ter. And Alex became my twin brother 
who often hung out together. I love 
them to death. It was among these few 
in Springfield UBF that I learned what it 
means to bear with each other, forgive 
one another, and love each other and 
held on to our key verse in Ephesians 
4:1–2.

II. GOD’S CALLING FOR ME
While in the US I enjoyed God’s bless-

ing of a wonderful ministry and stable 
job earning good money. However, I 
felt God’s calling on me to reach out to 
many of my friends and people in Ma-
laysia who have not heard the gospel. 
So, in 2011 I made up my mind to quit 
my job and go back to my country to 
do what God put in my heart. Before 
I returned, I remember Dr. John Lee 
asked me to consider starting a UBF 
ministry in Malaysia. When he said that 
I thought he was crazy or joking. I told 
him in a straight face it was totally not 
possible. At that time, all I wanted to 
do was to go back to my own church 

in my hometown and serve in a youth 
ministry of my choice. Perhaps I could 
incorporate some UBF ways of doing 
things like daily bread, testimony writ-
ing and Bible study. But starting a UBF 
ministry? That was too much. Give me 
a break.

A few things that happened later 
changed my mind. First, an Easter con-
ference message. I was picked to be 
an Easter conference messenger one 
last time before I returned to Malay-
sia. The passage of my message was 
the famous John 21. “Again Jesus said, 
‘Simon son of John, do you truly love 
me?’ he answered, ‘Yes Lord, you know 
that I love you.’ Jesus said, ‘Take care of 
my sheep.’” Through the passage God 
reminded me of His grace for me, how 
he gave me a godly family in Kuching, 
how he washed my sins in the blood of 
Jesus, how he brought me to first a Bap-
tist church and later UBF, and how he 
opened my eyes to see the work of God 
through these ministries. The deeper I 
studied, the more I realized God’s love 
for me, and the more I realized my lack 
of love for Him.

Second, the UBF 50th anniversary 
celebration in Korea. On my way back 
to Malaysia, I stopped by Seoul to attend 
the UBF 50th anniversary celebration. 
One thing I could not forget for the rest 
of my life is the one song sang by the 
large choir: “We’ve a story to tell to the 
nations.” They were like angels from 
heaven singing with passion and fire. 
I was not drawn by the beauty of their 
voices, but what caught my attention 
was the spirit they had in their voices 
as if all of them were ready to go where 
God sends them. My heart beat to the 
same tempo. In my heart, how I wished 
that one day the same Spirit that moved 
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in these Korean people could also move 
in Malaysian people. If God could turn 
an idol–worshiping and broken country 
like Korea into a missionary–sending 
country, surely He can do the same in 
Malaysia! To make that happen, some-
body must be sent and somebody must 
be willing to go, and somebody must 
make a sacrifice.

Third, Vincent my coworker. When I 
came back to my hometown and started 
to serve in the church of my hometown, 
I found the youth group leader had a 
very different vision than me. Surely, 
that was not God’s calling for me. At 
that time, I remembered Vincent, a very 
young Malaysian guy, who was with 
Hyde Park UBF for only three years. He 
told me about his plan to return to Ma-
laysia to start a UBF ministry. So imme-
diately I left a message on his facebook 
and asked if he was really serious about 
that idea and told him to really pray 
about it. Soon, Vincent replied with a 
“yes.” After a whole week of praying to 
seek God’s will, and after sharing my vi-
sion with my parents, I wasted no time 
to pack my bags and move to the capital 
city where Vincent would be working. 
There, the two of us began to embark 
on a journey that has no turning back.

III. MALAYSIA AND MALAYSIA UBF
Malaysia is in Southeast Asia. It is a 

multi–racial, multi–cultural and multi–
religious country. If New York is the 
melting pot of the world, Malaysia is the 
melting pot of Asia as it houses the three 
largest ethnic groups in Asia: Chinese, 
Indian and Indonesian/Malay. For that 
reason Malaysia is a very diverse coun-
try. The official religion of this country is 
Islam and more than 60% of the popula-
tion identify themselves as Muslim. Per-
haps only 10% are nominal Christians. 
Though Christianity has a long history in 
Malaysia, many evangelical churches are 
dying. Very few churches really preach 
the gospel. Seeing the spiritual situation 

in Malaysia, I was convinced that God 
had trained me while I was in America 
through UBF so that I would be ready 
to serve back home.

By the grace of God, God brought 
people one at a time into our humble 
ministry. First, Kok Meng. He was later 
baptized when he attended the Interna-
tional Summer Conference in the USA in 
2013. Then, Eileen, a girl who also came 
back from the US joined us. She was pre-
viously with Hyde Park UBF. Later, two 
of my friends and one of Eileen’s friends 
who worked in Kuala Lumpur joined 
the ministry. These seven people later 
became the core people in the ministry 
who formed the committee of Malaysia 
UBF. God also brought a couple and a 
girl from the Philippines, a few Nigeri-
ans and Chinese students and some 
Malaysian students and friends. God 
also gave us an opportunity to reach 
out to a college where one of our mem-
bers is teaching. Every time we hosted 
events in the college and had worship 
services there, many students came to 
join us. The highest record was around 
35. We took turns to share our life tes-
timonies, led Bible studies, delivered 
messages and had eating fellowship 
with students. Almost all the students 
we shared the gospel with had never 
heard about the gospel. This made me 
realize how plentiful is the harvest and 
how few are the workers.

IV. MY LIFE AND THE MINISTRY
On top of all the ministry activities, 

I still have a very challenging full–time 
job as a bridge engineer. There were 
times I just felt tired and began to 
grumble about my heavy burden. But 
later I realized that it is all God’s training 
for me. God is training me to be less 
dependent on myself and more depen-
dent on God. Today as I look back at 
how God has been leading our humble 
ministry in Malaysia, my heart is filled 
with thanksgiving. For the past one year, 

some major changes took place in our 
ministry.

First, we finally got ourselves regis-
tered with the government after 4 years. 
We made the decision to register with 
the Registrar of Society after being ad-
vised by Pastor Mark to do so during 
his visit in Malaysia. It was not easy to 
register a church in a country that is not 
Christian–friendly. We had three failed 
attempts. The fourth time we got the 
approval. Praise be to God!

Second, we also began to set up a 
committee to run the church, unlike the 
past where all decisions were made by 
me or Vincent. 

Third, we began co–working with Ja-
karta UBF in Indonesia and had a joint 
New Year’s conference. 12 people came 
from Malaysia and 19 from Indonesia. 
We had a good time together studying 
the word of God. Moving forward, we 
hope to have more combined confer-
ences with different UBF chapters in the 
region so that we can encourage each 
other and grow in God’s words.

Following Jesus is most of the time 
not easy. Serving campus ministry in a 
Muslim country like Malaysia is full of 
challenges and obstacles. We can easily 
be arrested if we are found preaching 
the gospel to people. Now some politi-
cians are pushing for the Islamic laws to 
replace the current civil law in Malaysia. 
If that happens, anyone who is found to 
have converted from Islam to another 
faith shall be punished by death. But 
we are not afraid for we know who we 
are serving and we see the importance 
of what we are doing. We do not know 
what tomorrow may bring, but what we 
know is to continue denying ourselves, 
carrying our cross, and following Jesus.

One word: Jesus said, ”Do you love 
me? Feed my sheep.”

 

DENY YOURSELF, TAKE UP 
YOUR CROSS 

AND FOLLOW JESUS!

I. I WANTED TO BE A SUCCESSFUL 
ENTREPRENEUR

I was born in Czechoslovakia in 
1985. I am the third son of a laborer 
Josef and nurse Jane. What hurt me 
most during my adolescence was 

the death of my oldest brother Pre-
mysl. He was just 21 years old when he 
died after a long fight with leukemia. 
When my brother died I experienced 
hopelessness and fatalism. I realized 
how human beings are weak in front 
of death. Since that moment I felt an 
urgent need to do something with my 
life to take care of my parents.

When I was 18 I decided to become 
an entrepreneur. I left Prague to study 
at Czech Agricultural University in 
System engineering. Work as a system 
engineer didn’t sound exciting to me. 
But I wanted to learn some useful skills 
to become a successful businessman. 
After the first year of studies I was very 
disappointed. Separation from my fam-
ily was difficult for me and I often felt 
homesick. Also the divorce of my par-
ents brought me a lot of pain and sor-
row. Sometimes I couldn’t sleep so I 
wandered dark streets the whole night. 
I was addicted to computer games, 
erotic fantasies and sexual sins.

II. JESUS IS MY CHRIST
In my second year of college, I came 

across the UBF church. God sent Msn. 
Hannah Shin and Msn. Joshua Kang 
to my dorm room. I began regular Bi-
ble study with Msn. Hannah. In 2007 I 
joined the Czech spring conference at 
“Czech heaven.” At that time I deeply 
received Mark 8:29, Peter’s confession 

of faith, “You are the Christ!” by shep-
herd Stefan Elsholz from Bonn UBF. I 
opened my heart and accepted Jesus 
as my Lord and Savior. For the first time 
in my life I repented.

The Holy Spirit worked in me and 
step–by–step I got rid of some old sins 
and my addiction to computer games. 
From that moment I regularly joined 
Sunday worship services and studied 
the Bible regularly. God gave me a new 
life. Through regular prayer, Bible study 
and the Word of God I could spiritu-
ally grow. Every week I could preside 
at our SWS and have Bible study with 
2nd generation Msn. Moses Kang. With 
the help of God I could pass all exams 
and on May 2008 successfully finish my 
bachelor studies of System Engineering.

After that I began common life in 
the Prague UBF Bible center. By God’s 
grace I began to study in a master’s pro-
gram in order to glorify God. Despite 
my financial circumstances God blessed 
me to be one of the best students and 
graduate with good grades. I began to 
study Vietnamese to do business with 
Vietnamese people in my hometown. 
Simultaneously I entered a new bach-
elor studies of “Ethnology with spe-
cialization on Vietnamistics” at Charles 
University and PhD studies of “System 
engineering.” I tried my best to finish 
my PhD and Vietnamistic studies, but 
in the end I couldn’t finish them.

I got so deep into depression and 
sorrow that I wanted to die. In this dif-
ficult situation, God gave me John 3:16, 
“For God so loved the world that he 
gave his one and only Son, that who-
ever believes in him shall not perish but 

have eter-
nal life.” I 
re a l i ze d 
how sin-
ful I am and how God loves me. I cried 
because of my sins and realized how 
stubborn and disobedient a sinner I 
am, who craves for my own dreams and 
ambitions to be fulfilled. At last, in tears 
I cried all night praying and gave myself 
to God.

At that time I began to preach reg-
ularly. When I prepared my message, 
Mark 8:34 came into my heart. “Who-
ever wants to be my disciple must deny 
themselves and take up their cross and 
follow me.” I realized that Jesus wants 
me to deny myself, take up my cross 
and follow him. I realized that God loves 
me and he was training me through my 
studies for many years to become a use-
ful servant of God. God gave me a good 
job as a teacher. He gave me a shepherd 
heart to become a good shepherd and 
servant of His living Word.

Until now I studied to accomplish 
my dreams but God called me as a 
servant of His Word and shepherd for 
Czech campus students. In my mind, 
from my perspective, I thought that I 
am not ready to marry. So I didn’t pray 
for my marriage. But from now I’ll deny 
myself and pray to God for marriage of 
faith. I pray God may give me the most 
suitable coworker. I trust in God, who 
is my shepherd and led me in His best 
way! Amen!

III. CZECH MISSION
Czech UBF began in January 1993 

through missionaries Isaac and Hannah 
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Shin, who came to pioneer the Czech 
Republic from Stuttgart, Germany. 
During 10 years of Msn. Isaac’s service 
for Czech ministry, he gave SWS mes-
sage every Sunday and translated Daily 
Bread into the Czech language. On May 
28, 2003, Msn. Isaac Shin passed away 
from liver cancer. However, Msn. Isaac 
built a foundation for Czech ministry 
and died as a kernel of wheat for Czech 
mission. Msn. Hannah Shin prayed to 
God to overcome sorrow and fatalism. 
By faith she received God’s new call-
ing for her and inherited Czech mission 
with new resurrection faith.

For more than 10 years we served 
Czech ministry in a small family house 
church. Msn. Hannah had to take 5 
crosses every day, meanwhile she 
served our sheep and coworkers with 
the Word of God. However, while she 
took all the crosses actively and faced 
all difficulties by faith, God blessed 
Czech ministry. God sent us two mis-
sionary families to serve Czech ministry 
gracefully: Msn. Joshua and Maria Kang 
with their children Moses and Somang 
Kang from Jongro, and Msn. Samuel 
and Anna Park from Cheonan UBF. By 
God’s grace God blessed our Shinfood 
company to grow and financially sup-
port the families of Joshua Kang and 
Samuel Park. God gave them perma-

nent status and helped them to settle 
down.

In 2014 God sent Msn. Peter and Pe-
tra Jeon from Kwangju, who coworked 
with us. Msn. Peter Jeon works in the 
Korean embassy. God established the 
first 2nd gen. missionary house–church 
of 2nd gen. Msn. David Shin and Aenna 
Na from Jongro 7. God also sent us 
many new sheep, sisters Hanka, Veron-
ika and brothers Martin G. and Martin 
C., Jakub, Pavel, Daniel Hong and Yoon 
Seok Choi to our SWS. Because of our 
growing fellowship we had to move to 
a bigger and better place near Czech 
Technical University. After more than 
10 years, God helped us to move to a 
new Bible house.

Until now, God blessed Czech UBF 
to serve European CBF conferences. 
By coworking with other missionaries 
from central Europe we could expe-
rience the work of the Holy Spirit. In 

Europe there are mainly 1–2 mission-
ary families who serve God’s ministry. 
We pray especially for our 2nd gens all 
around Europe to inherit their parents’ 
torch as God’s people and grow as good 
spiritual leaders and shepherds in each 
country. God was pleased with our co-
working and CBF conferences so that 
our 2nd gens are growing in faith as an-
cestors of the next generation. We pray 
God may protect our children and raise 
them as God–fearing servants. This year 
we are also having CBF conference on 
July 2–5. We pray God may give grace-
ful messages to all messengers and the 
Holy Spirit may work powerfully and 
show His grace.

We pray that Czech UBF may serve 
European CBF conference wholeheart-
edly, so that God may be glorified. Right 
now shepherd Alesh Macha, Msn. Han-
nah Shin, Msn. Joshua Kang and 2nd 
gen. Msn. David Shin take turns every 
week to serve Sunday messages. We 
earnestly pray that God may establish 
12 Abrahams and 12 Marys of faith from 
Czech Technical University, Czech Ag-
ricultural University, Charles University 
and Czech Economical University in His 
time. Amen!

One Word: Deny yourself, take up 
your cross and follow Jesus!

NEW HOUSE CHURCHES

clockwise:

Joel Park & Maria Park, New Jersey, USA
Martin & Maria Kim, Argentina
Abraham & Nathaley Kim, Chicago, USA 
Alex & Brooke Cole, Milwaukee, USA
Cesar & Maria,  Guatemala 
Michael & Mary McWhorter, Columbus, USA



• New Year continental directors conferences: Dec. 16, 2016 – Jan 21, 2017

• Africa Regional Bible conference: April – August, 2017

 » East Region (Kenya, Uganda, South Sudan, Egypt, Ethiopia)

 » West Region (Nigeria, Ghana, Cameron)

 » South Region (South Africa, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia)

• International Bible conference in North America: Aug. 9 – Aug. 12, 2018

(At Louisville, Kentucky, USA)

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S

U B F P R E S S
BACK TO THE BIBLE
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