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The title of this New Year’s message is “Look Forward to the Day of
God.” We all look forward to many
good things we wish to happen in the
New Year. After the last US presidential
election, people not only in America, but all around the world
are talking about the prospect of the new A erican government.
These talks reveal people’s hopes in this life. It is natural for us to
put our hopes in this world. But we should think about where our
true hope is. When true hope shines in our souls, we can overcome the darkness of the world.
Have you ever heard of the words, “Marana Tha (Come,
Lord)”? These Aramaic words were a greeting among the early
Christians (1Co 16:22). By looking forward to the Lord’s Second
Coming, they overcame the world and persecutions and gave
good influence to the world. We live in a global age in which
secularization is rapidly progressing. The world is becoming like
Rome in the early centuries in which Christians were a minority. Our Lord said that these times would come (Mt 24:9-12). In
the midst of today’s crises, how and for what hope should we
live? Apostle Peter spoke about the true hope and the life that is
proper for God’s people who have this hope. May the Holy Spirit
renew our minds to find a clear goal in life.
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I. The Day of the Lord will come (vv. 1-7, 10)
Look at verse 1. “Dear friends, this is now my second letter to
you. I have written both of them as reminders to stimulate you to
wholesome thinking.” Apostle Peter wrote two letters to stimulate his readers to wholesome thinking, that is, to a “pure or sincere mind.” Why is wholesome thinking so important? Humans
are a thinking being. Our thinking or mind determines our ways
and direction in life. How can we have wholesome thinking?
Look at verse 2, “I want you to recall the words spoken in the
past by the holy prophets and the command given by our Lord
and Savior through your apostles.” Peter points us to the words
of both the Old Testament and the New Testament. The Bible is
about God’s grand plan of salvation, judgment, and restoration

of the creation order through Christ. The word of God enlightens
our minds to have a right view of the world and the future.
Verses 3-4 warn us of the threat to wholesome thinking;
“Above all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will
come, scoffing and following their own evil desires” (3). Scoffers
are those who deny the Lordship of Christ and his Second Coming (2:1, 4). Whether they identify themselves as religious people
or agonistics or atheists, they don’t believe in God’s final judgment. With the rise of secular humanism since the 18th century,
some people view that nature is all there is and supernatural
entities like God do not exist. Today there are many liberal theologians who deny supernatural accounts in the Bible as unreasonable and unscientific. They invent all kinds of arguments. But
verse 3 points out what their real reason is; they want to follow
their own evil desires. If our lifestyle contradicts the word of
God, we must either repent or deny the word of God. The scoffers
are those who choose the latter. They deny God’s sovereignty and
intervention in history. They say, “Everything goes on and will go
as it has according to natural order” (4).
Verse 5 points out two truths scoffers deliberately forget: “But
they deliberately forget that long ago by God’s word the heavens
came into being and the earth was formed out of water and by
water.” First, God created the heavens and the earth out of nothing by his word. I studied ocean engineering, so let me tell you
a bit about water. Genesis 1:2 says, “Now the earth was formless
and empty….and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.”
As far as we know, there is no other planet like the earth that
contains a vast amount of water. About 71 percent of the earth’s
surface is covered with seas and lakes. Water is everywhere in
the air, on and under the ground, and in all living creatures. You
know that about 2/3 of our body is water. The Mariana Trench
in the Pacific, the deepest part of the earth’s oceans, is 6.8 miles
(11 kilometers) deep. If the earth surface is flat, water will cover
the whole globe to a depth of 1.7 miles (2.7 kilometers). Indeed
the earth was formed out of water and by water. Do you like this
water science? What is science? It is a study of the order of God’s
creation. As Sir Isaac Newton testified, true science leads us to
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God, not to deny God. Second, there was God’s judgment by a
supernatural flood. Verse 6 says, “By these waters also the world
of that time was deluged and destroyed.” Much more can be said
about Noah’s flood, but I’d like to remind you of one thing—the
great amount of water the earth has. Our planet shows traces of
the global super-flood.
Verse 7 reads, “ By the same word the present heavens and
earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the day of judgment
and destruction of the ungodly.” By the same word, God has preserved the world. Hebrews 1:3 says that it is Jesus, God the Son,
who has sustained all things by his powerful word. This reveals
the glimpse of the majesty of our Lord. Contrary to what scoffers
say, the present heavens and earth are preserved for another judgment to come. The final judgment and destruction of the ungodly
will be by fire. As God intervened in nature in the past, he will
intervene once more to bring an end to the present world.
When will it happen? Verse 10a reads; “But the day of the Lord
will come like a thief.” The day of the Lord was a prime message of the prophets like Isaiah, Ezekiel, Joel, Amos, Obadiah,
Zechariah and Malachi. They proclaimed that God would come
to judge all nations and peoples, save his people, and restore his
reign. These prophecies began to be fulfilled through Christ’s first
coming and will be fully realized at his Second Coming. Why is
the day called “the day of the Lord (or, day of God)”? If people say
to you, “This is your day,” you are in the spotlight, fully known to
all people who see you. The day of the Lord will be the day when
God fully manifests himself as the Lord and Sovereign Ruler of
all creation. Ungodly people neither glorify him as God nor give
thanks to him (Ro 1:21). They show contempt for God’s kindness, forbearance and patience, not realizing that God’s kindness
is intended to lead them to repentance (Ro 2:4). God cannot be
mocked (Ga 6:7). The day will come when God vindicates himself through his righteous judgment. On that day, there will be a
great wailing all over the earth.
What will happen on that day? Read verse 10b. “The heavens
will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire,
and the earth and everything done in it will be laid bare.” The
universe will be dismantled and disappear with a roar. The elements that make up the world will melt and dissolve in fire. Can
you imagine that dreadful day? Some scientists predict the end
of the world by the sun’s explosion, or an asteroid’s collision, or
by nuclear war. They say that the nuclear weapons which the five
NPT countries own can destroy the earth more than ten times.
We know that there is a huge flow of mass molten with tremendous heat inside of the earth. An asteroid collision can cause the
end of the world by the heat and fire erupted from the earth’s
inside. But the end will come by a far greater universal catastrophe than these. There were remains after the atomic bomb
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explosion in 1945. But on that day, everything in this world will
melt and be burnt up. Possessions that people value like houses,
deluxe cars, jewelry, supercomputers and smartphones will be
gone without a trace.
The day of the Lord will come unexpectedly like a thief. A
thief doesn’t make an appointment. So we watch that our houses
may not be broken into. Our Lord Jesus said, “So you also must
be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you
do not expect him” (Mt 24:44). People in Noah’s time scoffed at
God’s warning through Noah. But the flood came as God had
said and all the ungodly were destroyed. The day of the Lord will
surely come as he said. How then can we be ready?
II. What kind of people ought we to be? (vv. 8-9, 11-18)
Apostle asks, “Since everything will be destroyed in this way,
what kind of people ought you to be (11a)?” He tells us three
things about how we can be ready.
First, look forward to the new heaven and the new earth (vv.
12-13)
In verses 12-14, the word “look forward to” is repeated three
times. What do we look forward to? Young people look forward
to graduation, marriage, success, and so on. Missionaries and
shepherds look forward to raising many spiritual leaders including their children and then retirement. These are all wonderful
hopes. But we lose heart when these hopes are not realized. Verses 12-13 exhort us to look forward to a far surpassing and sure
hope—the day of God and a new heaven and a new earth: “…
as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. ….

But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new
heaven and a new earth, where righteousness dwells.” The day of
God will be the day of judgment for the ungodly. On the other
hand, it will be the day of supreme glory for God’s people. There
will be a great rejoicing with shouts of victory. What will the new
heaven and the new earth be like?
Revelation 21:4b says, “There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the older order of things has passed
away.” In this life, we all suffer much because of our weaknesses
and fallen nature. When D. L. Moody was asked if he had any
trouble with people, he said, “I have had more trouble with D. L.
Moody than with any other man I’ve ever met. If I can only fix
him right, I don’t have any trouble with others.” But in the new
heaven and the new earth, we will put on the glorified spiritual
body like Christ. Can you imagine how beautiful and handsome
you will be? The senior missionaries will be forever young. Now
we see the Lord only in part (1Co 13:12). Then we shall see him
face to face. How great our joy will be when we meet him and
talk with him personally! He will wipe out every tear we shed
for him and for the gospel from our eyes. He will reward each of
us for what we have done for him (Mt 25:21). All creatures will
rejoice as they participate in the glorious freedom of the children
of God (Ro 8:21). The lion and the calf, the wolf and the lamb will
dance together. (Isa 11:6-7).
Most of all, there will be righteousness, flowing like a river.
This world is full of sufferings and sorrows due to injustice by
evil systems and greedy people. We long for political leaders who
would fix the problems, only to find out that many of them are
the problems themselves. In the new world, however, there will

no longer be sin, cruelty, or injustice. God and our righteous
King Jesus will be the light. And we will reign with the Lord
forever (Rev 22:5). Wow! All of these are fantastic indeed. These
promises are sure to come true as God has said. At his trial, Jesus’
final words were, “You will see the Son of Man sitting at the right
hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven”
(Mk 14:62). In Revelation chapters 20-22, the Lord confirmed
the promises that we just shared and said three times, “Look, I
am coming soon!” (Rev 22:7,12, 20) In this world, many things
attract us. But everything in this world is passing away. Our true
hope is in the new heaven and new earth that is eternal. Praise
and thanks be to God who gave us this living hope!
Second, live holy and godly lives (vv. 11b, 14)
The immediate answer to the question, “What kind of people
ought you to be?”, is: “You ought to live holy and godly lives”
(11b). A holy and godly life is God’s purpose of calling for us (2Pe
1:4, 10). 1 John 3:3 says that all who have the hope of Jesus’ Second Coming purify themselves, just as he is pure. Verse 14 continues, “Since you are looking forward to this, make every effort
to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with him.” Here the
words “spotless and blameless” point to Christ, the Lamb of God
(1Pe 1:19). This verse calls us to escape all impurities and sins and
be united with Christ. This is a very high goal for us. But this is
God’s command for us to strive for participating in his divine
nature.
As we look forward to the day of God, we should remember
that we will all stand before Christ’s judgment seat. 2 Corinthians
5:10 says, “We must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ,
so that each of us may receive what is due us for the things done
while in the body, whether good or bad.” During the last US
national election, ugly things the president candidates had done
were exposed to the public. In Korea, the hidden things which
the president and her aids did are being exposed to be judged.
Before Christ’s judgment seat, however, everything we did, even
our deep hidden motives, will be exposed. So the Apostle exhorts
us to make every effort to be holy and at peace with Christ when
we appear before him
How can we live holy and godly lives in spite of our weakness?
1 Peter 1:18-19 say, “You were redeemed from the empty way of
life…. with the precious blood of Christ.” Nothing valuable in
the world like gold or diamonds could redeem us from sin. It
was only by the most precious blood, the life of the Son of God
Incarnate, that we were redeemed. The blood of Christ has power
to cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death (Heb 9:14).
We should come to Jesus daily to be sprinkled with his blood.
1 Peter 4:1 says, “Therefore, since Christ suffered in his body,
arm yourselves also with the same attitude, because whoever
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Africa Directors Conference by James Lee, Continental Coordinator

suffers in the body is done with sin.” A holy and godly life is not
possible with Bible knowledge only. It comes from the life of following Christ who went the way of suffering, death, and resurrection. Apostle Peter said that whoever suffers in the body is
done with sin. As we know, Peter didn’t like suffering. After Jesus’
death and resurrection, however, he realized the true meaning of
suffering. When he willingly participated in Christ’s suffering, he
experienced freedom from sin. Why did it happen? 1 Peter 4:14
says, “If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are
blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you.”
Many of us have suffered for the Lord and his gospel. We can
rejoice because our suffering will turn into glory. The Lord said
that living for him and his gospel involves losing one’s life, that
means, suffering (Mk 8:35). We should ask to ourselves, “Do I
suffer for the Lord and his gospel now?” If we do not, we have
lost the way of following Christ. David was a man who loved
God and his word. After many victories in fierce battles over the
years, he thought that he deserved a vacation. So while his army
was fighting, he remained in his palace, relaxed, and enjoyed
sleeping until late morning. Anyone needs vacations. But there
was a problem. When David’s heart was disarmed, he became
spiritually powerless and fell into a terrible sin (2Sa 11:1-5). Who
is a successful missionary or shepherd? He/she is the one who is
faithful to the end. 1 Corinthians 4:2 says, “Now it is required
that those who have been given a trust must prove faithful.” As
we look forward to the new heaven and new earth, may we faithfully participate in Christ’s remaining suffering that leads to a
holy and godly life.
Third, make the most of every opportunity to share the gospel
(vv. 8-9, 15)
Verse 8 says that God’s time scale is different from ours. Then
verse 9 explains why the Lord is delaying in his coming: “The
Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand
slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone
to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.” Verse 15 reemphasizes this; “Bear in mind that our Lord’s patience means
salvation….” We must remember that, whatever people call the
periods in history, the whole A.D time from its beginning until
Jesus’ Second Coming is the Age of Salvation for all peoples of
the world (Mk 13:10). For the past 2,000 years, God has worked
through the church to save innumerable people. We were saved
because God patiently waited to give us a chance to hear the gospel. God will work until the full number of his chosen people is
saved, not missing anyone. We must know that the Lord is delaying every day to save some people. They could be someone in our
families, someone in the campuses.
Imagine the cry of those who are falling to the fiery lake of
burning sulfur (Rev 21:8). With this description, the Bible sol6 NEWSLETTER 2017

emnly warns us of the dreadful destiny of those who are eternally separated from God. As God is, shouldn’t we be concerned
about the people who are heading toward this horrible fate? We
must pray for the unsaved we know and we do not know. When
God gives us opportunities, we must share the good news with
them. The apostle told us not only to look forward to the day of
God, but also to speed its coming. How can we possibly speed
the Lord’s coming? He said, “And this gospel of the kingdom
will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations,
and then the end will come” (Mt 24:14). We can speed the Lord’s
coming by preaching the gospel to all peoples.
Have you seen the 1993 Hollywood movie, “Schindler’s List”?
The movie was about the story of Oskar Schindler (1908-1974),
a German businessman. During the Holocaust, he saved 1,200
Polish Jews by employing them in his factories and protecting
them from the Nazis by using his own fortune. The movie ends
with his farewell to the Jews who were delivered from death
through his efforts. In spite of their hearty gratitude, he says, “I
could have got more out…. I could have got more… I threw away
so much money…I didn’t do enough!” Pointing to his car and
golden Nazi pin, he regretted having kept them. He cried, saying
that 10 or more persons could have been saved, had he sold them.
By God’s grace, we were saved from death. Many of us have lived
as shepherds and missionaries in obedience to God’s calling, and
God saved many through our lives. As I look back on my life, my
greatest joy and thanksgiving is that I was saved and could live
for God’s salvation work for the past 40 years. Had I not lived for
the gospel, I would have wasted my life for the things that will be
burnt up on the day of God. But I confess that I didn’t do enough.
I missed many opportunities to share the gospel with those who
needed it. We all would confess the same like Oskar Shindler.
May we fully devote the rest of our lives to God’s work, making
the most of every opportunity to share the gospel.
Finally, verse 17 calls us to be on our guard not to be carried
away by errors. Verse 18 says, “Grow in the grace and knowledge
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” The time is evil. Let’s be
awake by looking forward to the day of God every day. As we
grow in the grace of our Savior Jesus, we grow deeper in gratitude and righteousness. How deep, wide and high is God’s grace
of giving us an eternal life in the new heaven and new earth! As
we grow deeper in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus, we come to
know his majesty and glory. Then we will yearn for his coming
more earnestly. Let’s remember that our only true hope is in the
day of God. Let’s live for the things that will not be burnt up, but
that will last forever. The message of 2 Peter is that the joy of the
living hope is the power of holiness and godliness. With the joy
of the true and sure hope, may we all live holy and godly lives,
fully devoting ourselves to the work of the Lord.

LOOK FORWARD TO THE DAY OF GOD
2 Peter 3:11b-12a
“You ought to live holy and godly lives as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming.”
We held the 2017
New Year’s Directors/Leaders Conference in South Africa. This conference was
hosted by M. Jacob Kim and WITS chapter of South Africa. We had 90 attendants,
including 25 second generations. The title
of the conference was, “Look Forward to
the Day of God.”
M. James Lee of Zimbabwe delivered
the opening message titled, “Abraham’s
Faith and Hope” (Ro 4). M. Livingstone
Kang of Uganda delivered a message
titled, “With Actions and in Truth” (1Jn
3). The main point was to be complemented by practical love. We are identified
as the children of God because of his love
so we should show the same love to God
and our brothers and sisters. Dr. Abraham
Kim gave us the main New Year’s message entitled, “Look Forward to the Day
of God.” His message reminded us that
our true hope is in Jesus’ Second Coming.
With this hope, he encouraged us to look
forward to the new heaven and new earth,
to live holy and godly lives, and preach the
gospel making the most of every oppor-

tunity. Shep. Padiet Deng of South Sudan
delivered closing message titled: “Fight the
Good Fight of Faith” (1Tim 6). He remains
in the mission field in the midst of many
dangers and insecurity of the new nation.
Shep. Nehemiah of Kwangju chapter,
Korea gave a special lecture titled, “The
Kingdom of God and His Covenant.” We
could learn that the kingdom of God and
His covenant is the key point of the Bible.
Dr. Charles Kim from Chicago shared a
graceful life testimony.
This year, 17 African chapters all
shared their mission reports, mostly by
native leaders. We could see growing
native leadership in Africa. We could also
have a clear New Year’s direction through
the graceful Word of God. We would
like to give special thanks to Los Angeles
chapter, M. Billy Park, Daniel Tourn and
Dianza Lopez who served the CBF and
JBF program. They prepared a very good
program and served second gens. We
thank Dr. Abraham Kim who traveled all
continents for the New Year’s message. In

addition, we honor M. Daniel and Miso
Lee of South Africa and Dr. Samuel and
Anna Lee of Zimbabwe who have become
missionaries to Africa.
Prayer topics:
1. 2017 Africa Regional conferences:
Spiritual Direction: To establish
Native leadership in order to carry
out disciple-making ministry and
missionary sending work of God for
Africa.
2. Campus pioneering in Ethiopia
through M. Samuel and Mary Yoo and
the new ministry in Durban, South
Africa by M. Young Mark and Debbie
Kim.
3. South Sudan: Shep. Pediet Deng to
overcome many hardships and fight
the good fight of faith.
4. 2018 New Year’s conference will be
held December 15~17, 2018 in Ghana
(hosted by M. Truman Lee)
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Asia Directors Conference by Peter Lee, Continental Coordinator

LOOK FORWARD TO THE DAY OF GOD
“And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and
perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the
right hand of the throne of God.” (Hebrews 12:1b-2)
We had the 11th Asia Directors’ Conference from January 5th to 7th in New
Delhi, India. A total of 52 people attended
this conference. For India UBF, this year
is very meaningful because it marks the
30th anniversary of its pioneering. God
has received the faith, prayer, and sacrifice
of many shepherds and shepherdesses
including M. Jimmy and Maria Lee, and
others, raised God’s disciples including
Abraham Lincoln, Matthew Singh, Dr.
John Angam and Samuel Palaka while
9 chapters were established throughout
India. We praise and thank God for allowing an amazing work of campus ministry
in India.
Similar to the last year, this year we
decided to make the conference program
as simple as possible, so that we can concentrate on Bible studies. There had been
various opinions regarding the programs.

However, we realized that we needed
God’s words the most. So we decided to
study 1 Peter and 2 Peter. God allowed us
to have a total of 5 Group Bible Studies
during the conference, and helped all of
us put on new power and hope through
intense Bible studies. Moreover, God
allowed us to socialize and strengthen
relationships in Him. God has accepted
our prayers and He worked powerfully
through His words through GBS, the
opening message, main lecture, and closing message. We thank God because all
participants were able to gain strength and
receive consolation.
The opening message, titled “Living
Hope” (I Pet 1:1-4) was delivered by M.
Peter Lee, Asia coordinator. Through this
message, we were able to learn that even
if there are hardships and persecutions in
this world, all of us are the chosen people

to God. In our daily lives, we have to
confront many difficulties but we can still
give thanks and praise God whenever we
remember that He has promised to give
us the kingdom of God that lasts forever.
We will have a living hope through Jesus’
cross and resurrection, and were born
again to inherit the kingdom of God that
never perishes. Last year, M. Peter Lee
had to suffer due to many health issues.
He suffered for one whole year due to
periodontitis that required 6 months of
treatment and abscess surgery that lasted
for 2 months. He learned the hard way
that life on this earth is not forever. We
praise God for allowing us to be born
again through God’s words, for giving us a
living hope for the everlasting heaven, and
also for blessing us to live by our calling.
M. Peter Lee has determined to prepare
the lectures of 66 books in Indonesian and

work hard for the spiritual heritage and
discipleship training in Indonesia as long
as God allows.
After the opening message, we divided
into 5 groups and for five Group Bible
Studies. Shepherds David Kim, Jacob Lee,
Uhm Gi Seong, shepherdesses Sarah Kim,
and Esther Lee served the group Bible
studies. All participants took part in Bible
studies sincerely with spiritual desire.
After dinner, we had the 2nd Group Bible
Study titled “Come to Jesus, the Living
Stone” (I Peter 2:4-3:7).
On the 2nd day, we studied 2 Peter
chapter 3 in the morning, and the UBF
general director Dr. Abraham gave the
main lecture. Dr. Abraham Kim encouraged us to live holy and godly lives in the
world that is coming to an end, by looking forward to the day of God and speed
its coming, and also to grow in the grace
and knowledge of the Lord. After lunch,
we wrote reflections based on the main
lecture, and shared them in groups. Even
though there are many challenges and
troubles in each of our mission fields, we
determined to live holy and godly lives
looking forward to the day of God. We
thank and praise God who accepts His
servants’ determination of repentance and
faith, and who will help everyone to win
victories in each of our mission fields in
2017. After dinner, we had the 4th Group
Bible Study titled “Be Examples to the
Flock” (I Peter 3:8-5:14).
On the last day, we had our last Group
Bible Study on “Participate in the Divine
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Nature.” (1:1-2:22) then Dr. John Angam
served the closing message on 1 Peter 4:1216 titled “Rejoice As You Participate In
the Sufferings of Christ.” Dr. John Angam
encouraged us to participate actively in
the sufferings of Christ. This is because
when we suffer, we will grow strong and
we can be more like God revealing his glory. Dr. John Angam is a professor in New
Delhi University, and when he decided to
live by faith, he had many difficulties: the
persecution of his Christian friends who
couldn’t understand his decision to live
by faith, the challenge to travel more than
50 km to work, and also the difficulty in
spreading God’s words due to the powerful Hinduism government. He realized
he wasn’t trying his best to raise disciples,
and so repented and determined to actively participate in the sufferings of Christ.
His message greatly moved our hearts and
made us accept it as a challenge. We could
make a resolution of faith to participate
in the sufferings of Christ throughout the
year of 2017 to turn Asia away from idol
worship. After the conference, we visited
one of the most prestigious universities
in India, the JNU University, and prayed
together.
Compared with any other conferences,
the 2017 Asia Director’s Conference was
more abundant with God’s words. Also,
due to our fellow workers in India who
served with great sacrifice and patience,
we could be recharged both spiritually and
physically with delicious foods in the best
environment. While studying the 1st and
2nd Peter, I personally experienced the

great work of God, who has changed the
stinky fisherman Peter. He used to be full
of human weaknesses and flaws, but God
changed him into someone completely
different. God trained him to be one of the
greatest apostles of Jesus Christ and raised
him to be a servant of faith. It reminded
me of 26 years ago, when God gave “Peter”
as my Bible name through Shepherd Mark
Yang. As I was being sent as a missionary
to Indonesia, Shepherd Mark Yang prayed
for me and blessed me to become a great
servant of faith, just like Peter in the Bible.
However, every time I faced difficulty, I
tried my best to avoid it, rather than confront the problem boldly. So I repent my
sin of avoiding sufferings. I cannot help
but confess all my weaknesses that made
me distrustful and afraid over problems.
I bring all my sins to God, and I deeply
repent for making Him unhappy. Only by
God’s grace, I was given a great power and
courage to determine to follow the steps
of Jesus Christ in this year of 2017, and
for my whole life. Also, I hope to bear the
cross of praying for all of our fellow workers around the world who are fighting
everyday for God in difficult situations. I
pray earnestly that through God’s grace, I
would be able to make God happy and win
victory by bearing spiritual fruits abundantly and making significant progress in
faith. I pray for all of our fellow workers,
so that they too may be given this amazing
grace of God abundantly. Amen.
One word: Rejoice inasmuch as you
participate in the sufferings of Christ.
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cis

CIS Directors Conference by Caleb Han, Continental Coordinator

I WILL BE JOYFUL IN GOD MY SAVIOR
“I will be joyful in God my Savior” (Hab. 3:18)

Thank and praise God for blessing
2017 CIS Directors New Year Conference
with heart moving words of God! We
held our conference in a humble hotel in
Moscow. We thank God for CIS leaders,
P. Abraham Kim, other overseas guests
and S. Alexey Belykh and the coworkers of
Moscow UBF who served this conference
with much prayers and sacrifice! We were
all filled with joy in God our Savior! Praise
our living God!
Conference Preparation
For this conference, CIS leaders independently and prayerfully prepared the

messages and all the programs. Since
September 2016, our CIS leaders prayed
together and had much discussions for the
messages and programs. God moved our
hearts to decide to have deep Bible study
on the Book of Habakkuk. We decided
that the native leaders and missionaries would have separate special lectures
according to their specipic needs. Due to
“Yarovaya Law” which is a legislation of
anti-terrorism and religion, many hotels
did not allow us to have our conference.
But God answered our prayers to find one
small and humble hotel where we could

have our conference! Over 90 attended the
conference and received full of grace and
truth! Praise God!
The Work of God’s Words
Our conference programs had a main
focus on studying and listening to the
words of God. We assigned enough quality time for Group Bible study. The Holy
Spirit moved the hearts of all the attendants to be full of inner joy through the
deep Bible studies. The words of God
through the messengers were powerful
and filled our hearts with unspeakable joy,
love and grace of God! The first lecture

was delivered by S. Alexey Belykh with
a title “The Righteous will live by faith”
from Habakkuk 1:1 – 2:20. We learned
God will judge the wicked when the world
is full of ungodliness and violence. Therefore we have to live by faith in God. This
message led us to decide to live by faith
and render victory to God in 2017! The
second lecture was delivered by P. Abraham Kim, with the title of “Look forward
to the Day of God” from 2 Peter 3:1-18.
This powerful message led us to sincerely
repent of our petty earthly desires, such as
marriage, success, nice house and wealth.
God helped us to look forward to the Day
of God from our hearts. We expressed
our new decision, by saying “Maranatha”
which means “The Lord is coming.” The
third lecture was delivered by S. Abraham Staas (Almaty UBF), with the title
of “I will be joyful in God my Savior”
from Habakkuk 3:1-19. His message well
expressed the overflowing joy of Habakkuk because of his unwavering faith that
our Savior God would surely save his own
people.
Throughout the conference, God
moved our hearts through the Holy Spirit
and filled our soul with grace and joys like
fountain! M Isaac Choi (Moscow) witnessed his son’s face shining with joy and
grace, coming from the conference. All
our coworkers felt hot with inner burning
joy, even while we were embracing each
other tightly for our separation to leave for
our mission land where bitter cold (minus
20 C or 0 F) await. The cold weather and
the cross of mission could not take away
our joy. We all decided to live by faith in
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God, overcome the world and give God
great victory in our campus gospel work
in 2017!
Special Lectures
At the evening of the second day (Jan.
3rd), native shepherds and missionaries divided into two groups for special
lectures. S. Changwon Kim (Gwanak I)
gave a special lecture on “The Holy Spirit”
for missionaries and P. Ron Ward gave a
special lecture on “Discipleship” for native
leaders. Both groups expressed that two
separate special lectures were very effective and educational to meet their specific
needs. Missionaries could learn more
about the work of the Holy Spirit in depth
and native leaders had a great opportunity
to learn about discipleship through the
lecture and discussions with P. Ron.
Personally I (Caleb Han) learned several things through this conference. First,
God blesses those who want to please God
and learn from him more and more. We
are chosen by God to glorify him. We are
not seeking worldly glory or pleasure,
but we are seeking God’s glory in CIS.
When God is with us and we get to know
God deeper and deeper, we are joyful and
strengthened to overcome all the hardships. When we prepared our conference
with our utmost desire to please God and
to know him better, the Spirit of God
filled our hearts with great joy. Secondly,
I learned that we must let the Holy Spirit,
not our human efforts, lead us. Many
nights, I could not sleep well, worrying
how or by what message or by what programs I can move the hearts of our great
coworkers during the conference. God

gave me his words, “Have faith in God”
(Mark 11:22) and “Live by the Spirit”
(Galatians 5:16). With these words of God
in mind, I tried hard to hold on to the
words of God and follow the leading of the
Spirit. Then I experienced that the Spirit
of God blessed all the preparations and
conference, inspiring all the attendants to
have full of grace and joy!
Lord, I am weak and helpless. I lack
spiritual discernment, power of God’s
word and power of prayer. And I speak
poorly. But I believe in God and I believe
in the work of the Holy Spirit! God is
living and he is with our CIS coworkers
always. May God be with CIS coworkers
who long for the Kingdom of God and live
by faith in 2017! May God give P. Abraham Kim the words of God and the spirit
of prayer!
CIS Prayer Topics
1. May God grow our native leaders and
2nd gens to become spiritual leaders
2. May God help S. Moses Alexey to
serve independent ministry in Yakuzia, Russia and establish a house church
3. May God send pioneers to Gruzia
(Georgia) and Azerbaijan
4. May God give a favorable decision to
the Moscow UBF for its Bible Center,
from the Supreme Court
One Word: “I will be joyful in God my
Savior”
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Europe Directors Conference Walter Nett, Continental Coordinator, Written By Reiner Schauwienold

LET US FIX OUR EYES ON JESUS
“You ought to live holy and godly lives as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming.”
(2 Peter 3:11b.12a)
The European Directors’ Conference took place close to beautiful Skopje,
Macedonia from 27-29 December, 2016.
87 co-workers including around 10 Second Gens from 20 European countries,
Ukraine (Podil-Kiev), Israel, USA and
Korea attended this conference. Even
though some co-workers could not come
due to sickness and some attendants had
a cold, the atmosphere of the conference
was joyful and bright from the beginning.
The opening message was given by M.
Barnabas Kang from Macedonia on Deut.
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8:3. He shared how he lived as a M. first
in Bulgaria for 5 years and then in Macedonia for 11 years. In those years he had
to go through severe difficulties especially
with self-support. But like the Israelites
were trained by God in the desert and
learned to live from manna, he learned
through to live by the word of God and
could experience God’s faithful provision
and spiritual victory. He serves Macedonian ministry together with his wife M.
Petra Kang and their 4 joyful children.

After his message the European directors shared their annual report. They
confessed how God helped them to overcome difficulties by faith and blessed
each ministry in the past year. Many
were deeply moved by the report from
Poland. M. Elijah Park gave M. Henryk
Lee the opportunity to share the report
and testify to God’s miraculous grace in
keeping M. Hanna Lee and their children
despite a dreadful accident. In the majority of countries students are meanwhile
growing as disciples and coworkers, and

in all countries the Second Generation is
growing spiritually and co-working with
their parents. At this conference there was
a separate program for attending Second
Gens which was led by shepherds from
Korea UBF and European coworkers. The
Second Gens moved our hearts with a joyful and beautiful worship dance.
In the evening Dr. Henry Park gave
a special lecture about “Three Spiritual
Paradigm Shifts”, which can be essential
in a Christian life of mission. Since his
lecture was based on
the Bible and on his
own experiences, it was
applicable and helpful.
We could witness how
many people practised
this lecture from their
hearts. Afterwards a
short personal address
was given by Shp. Walter Nett on Jer. 29:1-14
entitled “Seek Peace and
Prosperity of the City”.
He encouraged us to
seek peace and prosperity of our respective mission field by serving as
Bible teachers, planting
the word of God in their
hearts and establishing
beautiful house churches
among our Bible students and Second Gens.
When we seek the spiritual welfare of our city

or mission field in this way, we will surely
also prosper.
The main message was given by P.
Abraham Kim on 2 Peter 3 on Wednesday
morning with the title “Live Holy and
Godly Lives”. His message encouraged us
to look forward to the Day of the Lord,
which will bring the destruction of this
world and all that belongs to it and bring
a new heaven and new earth full of righteousness. He encouraged us to live holy
and godly lives in view of the Lord’s Day
and to speed its coming by using every
opportunity to share the gospel.

prayed especially for Shp. Walter Nett,
the Encounter Conference for 18-25 year
olds in August 2017, the pioneering of The
Netherlands, Slovenia and Albania and for
wisdom how to serve Syrian refugees in
Europe. May the Lord come soon!

We used the remaining morning to
write sincere testimonies and shared them
in groups in the afternoon. The rest of
the conference was even more joyful and
bright. In the evening M. Jose Ahn gave a
testimonial message on Isaiah 2:1-5 “The
Mountain of the Lord’s Temple”. In his
message he shared his faith and vision
by which he served Jesus’ world mission
at the frontline for over 3 decades under
loneliness and many sacrifices. Afterwards P. Abraham Lee from Cologne,
Germany gave a special lecture on “Christian Understanding of Islam”, especially
thoroughly showing its origin. Afterwards
Shp. Bruno Aussant from Nantes, France
received benediction prayer to serve as
a coordinator for the UBF-ministry in
France. Finally we prayed that we can live
holy and godly lives in view of the Day of
the Lord and to serve the campus mission
in Europe with regard to His coming. We
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latin America

Latin Coordinators conference by Elias Park, Latin America Continental Coordinator

oceania

Oceania Missionaries Conference 2017

LOOK FORWARD TO THE DAY OF GOD
The first day:
The opening message by M. Isaac Cho
(La Plata, Argentina)
was about “Barnabas
and Saul’s co-working” (Acts11.22-26).
First night’s’ addition: Dillon’s introduction of Belize.
The second day:
We divided into six groups to study the
Bible passages and discussed about second
gen education, disciple making and other
necessary topics. Edward Ti (Guatemala)
delivered his message powerfully, “We are
God’s coworkers” (1 Cor 3:9). We learned
we can co-work when we are Christ-centered rather than ego or leader-oriented.
M. Josue Bae gave a very useful special
lecture about healthcare based on his
medical study, using oriental and occidental treatment of patients (the unbalance of
Yang and Um).
Dr. Pablo Oh gave a special lecture
about Latin America’s history, problems,
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agonies and solutions in Jesus.
Dr. Mark Yang gave a special lecture
which showed how to overcome cultural
barriers. We learned God’s communication examples among the Triune God and
Jesus whose incarnation shows how to
communicate with us.
The third day:
We were greatly blessed through P.
Abraham Kim’s main message “Look
Forward to the Lord’s Day”.
Special lecture 3 was delivered by S.
Moses Kim (Anam UBF, Korea): “Reformation and the Bible.” It gave us a clear
answer why Bible Korea or Return to
the Bible is important. It helped all our
coworkers about how to deal with Latin
people who think they are Catholics.
Special lecture about second generation by M. Jacob Lee emphasized our
common concern for raising our next,
new generations as the partners and successors of God’s ministry until Jesus’
second coming.

by Mark Lee, Oceania Continental Coordinator

LOOK FORWARD TO THE DAY OF GOD
The fourth day:
The closing message was by M. Timothy Rhee, he encouraged us to pay attention to the word of God ‘until the Morning
Star Rises in our Heart’ (2 Pet 1:19).
We prayed for pioneering 5 nations
(Cuba, Jamaica, Trinidad and Tobago,
Haiti and Costa Rica). Next year Latin
Coordinators conference will be held in
Bolivia during Jan.10-13, 2018.
After the conference, we visited Belize
University (Faculty of Business). We
shouted hand in hand in circle “Bible
Belize and World Mission, Espera el dia de
Dios!” As God blessed Korea, so may he
bless Belize too!
Sunday Worship Service (1/22):
We had a wonderful Sunday worship
service. The message was “Have a Mindset
of Jesus” (Phi 2.5-9) delivered by Dr. James
Kim (Chicago). Around 50 (20 Belize
members and 30 guests) attended. We felt
we were the true families of heaven that
shone the whole world!

Thank God for blessing 2017 Oceania Missionaries Conference on 9th-11th of January 2017
in Sydney. The total number of attendees was 31
(24 from Australia, 1 from New Zealand, 3 from
Chicago, 3 from Korea). For 3 days we studied
and listened to the words of the Lord based on 3
chapters in 2 Peter. Throughout the words of the
Lord we learned the warning about false teachers
in our days and our spiritual growth in our faith
in Christ. Also for 2 nights we had special lectures in the whole book of Malachi by Shepherd
Stephen Ahn. Malachi special lectures assured
us of God’s unfailing love despite our unfaithfulness. Through the M. conference, we shared
God’s grace, loving fellowship, and testimonies
with one another.

4.

For missionaries
to cooperate with
2-gen and growing disciples

5.

For 2017 Oceania
Bible Conference
in Melbourne on
8th-10th of December 2017

Oceania UBF has pioneered 8 chapters and
prayer topics for our ministries are:
1.

To pioneer 50 campuses: 40 in Australia,
7 in New Zealand, and 3 in Papua New
Guinea

2.

To raise an ancestor of faith and committed disciples of Jesus in each chapter

3.

To send missionaries to other countries
by 2020
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department report
Education Department by Ron Ward

THE EDUCATION OF UBF LEADERS AND MEMBERS
THE EDUCATION
DEPARTMENT
INCLUDED THE FOLLOWING PERSONS:

•
Education
Administration—
Kevin AlbrightBible
Study Material Committee—
Mark Yang, Teddy Hembekides,
Augustine Suh, Ron Ward, Kevin
Albright
•

Education Programs Development Committee—Kevin
Albright, Augustine Suh, Mark
Yang, Paul Hong, Mark Vucekovich, Teddy Hembekides

ASSIGNMENTS IN THE EDUCATION
PROGRAMS DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE:

•

New Staff: Mark Vucekovich,
Ron Ward, Teddy Hembekides

•

New & Continuing Missionary
Training: Mark Yang, Kevin
Albright

•

Leaders from Overseas to HQ:
Ron Ward, Mark Yang

•

Thematic Bible Study: Paul Hong,
Mark Yang, Ron Ward, Teddy
Hembekides

•

Theological Articles: Augustine
Suh, Ben Westerhoff

•

Intern Training: Ron Ward, Little
Sarah Kim, Sam Toh

•

Mother Barry’s Bible Study Class:
Sarah Barry, Mark and Anna
Yang

The Education Department (E.D.)
was active in 2016 to further and enhance
the education of UBF leaders and mem16 NEWSLETTER 2017

bers in the following ways:
1. STAFF CONFERENCE

The annual UBF North America Staff
Conference was held from August 11-13,
at the Gaut House Hotel in Louisville,
Kentucky, site of the 2018 International
Summer Bible Conference. The conference title was “Jesus Is Our Peace” (Eph
2:14). About 140 leaders (staff members
and their spouses) attended and studied
the first half of Ephesians in four lessons.
The program included an introduction to
Ephesians by Dr. Mark Yang, a keynote
message by Ron Ward on Ephesians 1:18, a
main message by Dr. Henry Park primarily on Ephesians 2:1-14, and a closing message by P. Abraham Kim on Exodus 19:46. Reports were shared by Jacob Patriyuk
(Ukraine), Kristin Weed (UIC), Abraham
McIlhenny (West L.A.), and John Kevin
Lee (Springfield). An ISBC presentation
was made by Edward Papabathini. World
mission prayer was offered for the CIS,
Africa, Latin America, Oceania, Asia, the
Middle East, Europe, Canada, the USA
and Korea UBF. On the last morning of
the conference, members shared their testimonies based on the word they received
from Ephesians. Regional meetings were
held. Finally, Pastor Mark Vucekovich
shared prayer topics for North American
student ministry and sending out missionaries, as well as for world mission.
Regional staff conferences were held
at the end of 2015 or beginning of 2016
according to the needs and capability of
each region.

chapter leader shared their prayer topics
and prayer was offered for each campus
ministry. The main books covered in
Bible study were 1,2 Thessalonians, led by
Teddy Hembekides, Mark Vucekovich and
Ron Ward. Dr. Grace Sun Lee gave lectures on Christian counseling. Dr. Mark
Yang, Dr. Augustine Suh, Kevin Albright
and Ron Ward prepared the seven-lesson
series on “How to Study the Bible” which
focused on Inductive Bible study, and the
principles of observation, interpretation
and application.
The study materials used for full-time
staff training have been developed for
the use of all UBF leaders worldwide. At
present the Christian History courses are
available online. Ten UBF leaders participated in an online study of Christian History in 2016. More courses will be made
available in 2017.
3. BIBLE STUDY TEAMS

The HQ Bible study team, consisting
of Mark Yang, Teddy Hembekides, Ron
Ward, Kevin Albright and Augustine Suh
met regularly and prepared materials for
the study of Ephesians at the annual staff
conference, as well as introductions and
study questions on 1,2 Thessalonians. The
Bible study team also prepared material
for the Leadership Development Workshop on discipleship that was held in
2016. The Bible study team plans to make
an introduction and study questions on
Romans in 2017.

2. FULL-TIME STAFF TRAINING

4. LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOP.

Full-time staff shepherd training
continued in 2016 in the Midwest Region.
Staff members met every other Monday
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. for Bible study, as
well as the study of Christian Counseling, and How to Study the Bible. Each

At the direction of P. Abraham Kim,
a Leadership Development Workshop,
began in 2014 finished in 2016. This program was formulated around the topic of
“Discipleship.” This topics covered year by
year are as follows:

YEAR ONE: 2014
I. FOLLOW ME (I): CALLING AND
COMMITMENT

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Who is a disciple?
Calling—Finding a New Life Direction
The Purpose of Being with Jesus
How to be with Jesus in his Word
How to be with Jesus through Prayer
and Worship
The Cost and Blessings of Following
Jesus

YEAR TWO: 2015
II. FOLLOW ME (II): GROWING IN A
CHRIST-CENTERED LIFE

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Followership
Character Formation
Servant Leadership
Lordship
Participating in Jesus’ Suffering and
Glory
Discipleship and the Holy Spirit

YEAR THREE: 2016
III. MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS:
SEND THEM OUT TO PREACH, DRIVE
OUT DEMONS, BAPTIZE, TEACH

1.

Identity as Sent Ones: Personally, and
in Community
2. Mindset in Ministry: Humility, Faith,
Compassion, Hope
3. Preaching and Baptizing
4. Teaching to Obey: Personally, and in
Community
5. Incarnational Ministry across Cultures and Generations
6. Spiritual Warfare: Authority to Drive
out Demons
The third workshop was held November 3-5, 2016 at the Chicago chapter in the

Leningrad house. The participants included: P. Abraham Kim, Paul Choi, David
Kim, Teddy Hembekides, Abraham McIlhenny, Andrew Christopher, Mark Yang,
Steve Stasinos, Moses Noh, Ron Ward,
Philip Lee, Juan Seo, Kevin Albright,
David Won, David K. Lee, Stephen Yang,
Augustine Suh, Andy Stumpf and Joshua
Hong. Elders Augustine Sohn and David
Choi attended the joint sessions. Prior to
meeting together, participants divided
into groups of about three each. Each
group worked to develop materials on
their assigned topic. At the workshop
each group presented their material and
received the feedback of all participants.
After revision, we plan to publish the
materials in a discipleship manual for
UBF ministry. We hope to have a Discipleship Manual available to give to those
who participate in the ISBC 2018.
5. EMERGING LEADERS COHORT

by Kevin Albright and Augustine Suh
UBF prays to raise disciples of Jesus
Christ among college students. Young
leaders need to be raised to effectively
continue this college work. The UBF Education Committee has developed a program, initiated by the General Director
Abraham Kim, called the Emerging Leaders Cohort to identify and equip young
emerging leaders in our ministry for more
effective and grounded disciple-making.
For this, we chose 18 topics to develop
in these young leaders. It seemed best to
divide these into 3 groups or courses of 6
sessions each. These sessions are 6 weeks
apart following the school year or a summer 2-week intensive. Each session has
a required Bible study to prepare and a
1-book reading assignment on the topic
of about 200 pages. Each session takes
place on an all-day Saturday. Bible study

questions and reading assignments are
submitted at the coursesites website every
week prior to the Saturday sessions. Participants are encouraged to attend at Chicago UBF in person, but can be allowed
to attend online if they are not from Chicago. Instructors/facilitators are seasoned
leaders in UBF who have prepared the
topics.
The 18 topics are as follows: Course
1 (Essentials A): 1. God and His Reign; 2.
Grace, Sonship and Faith; 3. Worship; 4.
Walking by the Spirit; 5. Word of God; 6.
Prayer. Course 2 (Essentials B): 1. Calling; 2. Community of Christ; 3. Lordship
of Christ; 4. Character Formation; 5. 1:1
Bible Study & Mentoring; 6. Outreach.
Course 3 (Advanced): 1. Worldviews &
Apologetics; 2. Disciple-Making; 3. UBF
Mission, Vision & Strategy; 4. Independent Bible Study; 5. Marriage & Family; 6.
Leadership.
The first course began in September
2016 with six committed participants:
Spencer Luebben (Minneapolis), Greg
Lewis (Toledo), Michael Mark (IIT), Matt
Groters (Chicago), Timothy Lopez and
Nonso Ukeka (Triton). The instructors/
facilitators thus far have been Augustine
Suh, Kevin Albright, Mark Vuckeovich
and Teddy Hembekides. Instruction help
will also come from other mature UBF
Leaders such as Ron Ward, Mark Yang,
and leaders from other UBF chapters. An
occasional guest from outside UBF might
be invited to help lead/facilitate a session.
6. VISITING FOR BIBLE STUDY

Mark Yang and Ron Ward visited
Moscow and Ukraine and served messenger retreats in March. Augustine Suh
visited Los Angeles and shared special
lectures on Calvinism.

UBF DIRECTORS CONFERENCES 17

department report
World Mission Department by David Baik

WORLD CAMPUS MISSION
2016 Key Verse
of UBF was Hebrews
12:2, “Let us fix our
eyes on Jesus.”
God blessed UBF
world mission report
in Seoul, Korea and missionaries-shepherds conference (June 6-8) with Pastor
Abraham Kim’s message, “A Holy Nation”
and the studies of entire book of Deuteronomy. We continually pray that the gospel light may reach out to all of the major
cities and campuses of 233 nations of the
entire world in our generation by sending
out 100,000 missionaries by 2041.

New missionaries and New chapters:
God sent out 55 missionaries (Korea
39, USA 6, Venezuela 5, Uganda 2,Indonesia 1, Thailand 1, Philippine 1) to 19
countries
Two countries (Ethiopia, Tunisia)
were newly reached out and five chapters
(USA 2, Ethiopia 1, Ecuador 1, Mexico 1)
were newly planted.

Chapter Leadership successions:

second term (2016-2019) as European
coordinator.
M. Mark Lee succeeded M. Aquila
Lee as Oceaniacoordinator(2017-2020).

HQ Representative:
P. Kevin Albright was appointed as HQ
representative for Oceania in January
of 2017.

M. David Baik (New York) succeeded
Dr. Joseph Ahn in June of 2016
There was the second continental
coordinators’ online conference on October 8, 2016 to encourage each other and
exchange prayer topics about the 2016
coordinator’s conference programs.

Next Continental Coordinators’ Conferences:

M. Pavel Choi succeeded M. Anna
Kim as new director of MISS chapter in
Moscow for a term of 2016-2026.

•

Africa: 12/15-17/2017, in Ghana

Freiburg chapter, Germany from M.
Noah Yoo to General David Song

•

ME: 12/22-25, 2017 Kenya

•

Europe : 12/27-28, 2017 in Slovakia

•

CIS : 1/2-4, 2018 in Georgia

•

Asia: 1/4-6, 2018 in Japan

•

Latin America: 1/10-13/2018 in
Bolivia

M. James Lee (Zimbabwe) succeeded
M. Andrew Kim as Africa coordinator
(2016-2019).
P. Walter Nett was re-elected for the
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•

2016-17 Continental Coordinators
Conferences (CCC) were greatly blessed
with Pastor Abraham’s message, “Look
forward to the days of God: 2 Peter 3).

Oceania: 12/8-10, 2017 Oceania
summer Bible conference

M. Caleb Han (St. Petersburg, Russia)
succeeded M. David Byun as CIS coordinator (2016-2019).

•

HQ International coordinator:

•

Continental Coordinator:

•

2017 Africa regional conferences: a
Draft plan:

•

Eastern Region (Kenya, Ethiopia,
Uganda, Tanzania and Rwanda)
Theme: Calling and Commission
Date: 13-16 April 2017
Expected Attendants:150
(Kenya:Eth:Uganda: Tan and
Rwanda:10)
Hosting Country: Kenya
Northern Region (Egypt, South
Sudan)
Theme: Participate in Jesus Suffering
Date: 11-13 August
Attendants: 80(Egypt, South
Sudan)
Hosting Country: South Sudan
Southern Region (Zambia,
Botswana, Zimbabwe and South
Africa)
Theme: Living Hope
Date: 17-20 August
Attendants: 200 (Botswana : 10,
Zambia : 10, Zimbabwe: 30, Pre1
:40, Pre2 :40, Wits: 40, Durban :
5, Guests: 30)
Hosting Country: South Africa
Western Region (Nigeria and
Ghana)
Theme: Hope for Glory
Date: 24-27 August
Attendants: 120 (Lagos chapter I,
II, III, Yaba, Ghana )
Hosting Country: Nigeria

Prayer topics:
•

•

Moscow Bible house: Supreme court
will decide tax issue for the land
where Moscow UBF center was built
on. Please pray for this that God may
grant a favorable ruling.
India Bible House: with the aid of
2016 Christmas offerings from UBF

•

•

world-wide, a new India Bible House
will be purchased. Pray for God’s
provision.
Prayer for reaching out new countries
by 2020:
Africa: Mozambique, Cameroon and
Rwanda through native leaders
Asia: Myanmar, Bangladesh, Nepal
CIS : Georgia, Armenia, Azerbaijan,
Estonia, Lithuania, Moldova, and
Turkmenistan.
Europe: Slovenia, Albania, Netherlands
Latin America: Cuba, Haiti, Jamaica,
Trinidad and Tobago and Costa Rica
(M. Pablo and Lydia Park moved to
Mexico in 2016).
Short Term mission: M. Elijah Park
(Washington DC) and Susan Lee
retired from STM leadership. M.
Daniel Yang succeeded M. Elijah
Park. He needs coworkers.

Thank Dr. Jose Ahn for collecting and
sharing prayer topics for world missions
throughout the year 2016.

SHORT TERM
MISSIONS
By Elijah Park (Washington DC)
and Yvonne Lee (Chicago)
“In the same way, let your light shine
before others, that they may see your good
deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.”
(Matthew 5:16)
Washington UBF youth group went on
a short-term mission from July 2 through
July 18, 2016. The total 9 people participated. The youth group leader, Augustine Park,
reported as follows: “The mission trip we
went on was with a program called Joshua
Generation, which was held by the Youth
With A Mission (YWAM) in Pittsburgh.
Joshua Generation is a “short-term youth
leadership and outreach initiative designed
to challenge, train and equip you to know
God and make Him known. There were
two phases of this program - the leadership
training and the outreach. During the leadership training, we were taught and practiced how to share the Gospel with others,
how to answer questions people have about
the Gospel, and a dance and a skit to draw
a crowd’s attention. We also heard messages and had devotionals led by different
people. During outreach, we went to Boston
and were able to use everything we learned.
We went to different places around the city
and talked to people about the Gospel. We
prayed for people and saw people giving
their lives to Christ. By the end of the trip,
eighteen people surrendered their lives to
Jesus and fifteen people were healed miraculously by God’s power when we prayed for
them. Through this mission trip, our youth
group members were greatly strengthened

in their faith and committed their lives to
Christ. We thanked God for his gracious
work and the prayers of UBF members.”
Missionary Monica Chun joined the
10th Uganda Medical Mission 2017 with
her co-worker from January 21 for a week.
She reported her mission trip as follows:
“The total of 51 members participated in
this medical mission. The team moved to
the Hoima District, located 200 km west
of Kampala, by travelling for four hours
by buses and vans, then divided into two
groups, one for village medical service, and
the other for eye surgery and dental service
in the Hoima Regional Hospital. I and my
co-worker joined the latter group who successfully served 13 cataract operations. As
nurses, we prepared the blood pressure
machine, gloves, wipes and sheets. We
treated the operating room like a holy place.
Even though we felt a little bit sad due to the
poor conditions, we cleaned it with wipes
and served patients, checking their blood
pressures, inserting IVs, and transferring
patients. We also gave them post eye care
instructions and medications as ordered.
Among the patients we served were a high
school teacher, one girl of 22 years old, and
a music servant at a church. We gave out the
patients snacks for taking medications. On
the last day we visited Makerere University
and prayed. We prayed for professor James
Ocita and his wife Judith who were sent by
Washington UBF. We really appreciate the
medical mission which has been going on
for 10 years. God has been using it so preciously to refresh our hearts and encourage
growing students. We felt God so loved the
world and Ugandan people through this
mission trip.”
From July 17-29, sixteen Chicago HBF
members went on a short term missions
journey to Uganda. We stayed with at a
modern and comfortable missions center
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called Field of Dreams, which is operated
by Show Mercy International, a Christian
organization which does evangelistic outreaches in Wakiso District, a very poor
Muslim area close to Kampala, Uganda’s
capital. The group leaders were Francis
Choi, Helen Kim, Christine Mun, Moses
Lee and myself. We prepared for several
months through Bible study, prayer and
fund-raising. We are extremely thankful for the prayer support and generous
financial support of our church and family
members and others.
In Uganda, we served two vacation
Bible schools at two schools with about
400 students each. The theme of the VBS
was Creation. After praise, Helen Kim
and Moses Lee gave a message on Genesis 1. Then, Francis Choi gave a gospel
message and invited those who wanted
to accept Jesus as their Savior and Lord
to raise their hands. At both VBSes, hundreds of children raise their hands, and
Francis led them in a prayer of confession of faith in Jesus. After the message,
we served different activities such as face
painting, bracelet making, sports, music,
and coloring.
In addition, we served the elderly by
visiting them, bringing fresh water, cleaning their homes, and praying with them.
Some of them live in very remote places,
called the bush, and we had to travel on
foot down a dirt path through the banana
trees and foliage to reach their homes.
Many elderly have no one to care for them.
Some were Muslims, and we could reveal
Christ through our serving and visiting.
One elderly Muslim woman had jiggers, a
parasite that comes into the feet from the
ground. Daniel King and Moses Magardecian, our youngest members, disinfected
and cleaned her home and yard. There are
many other such beautiful stories of our
members’ good deeds.
Everyday, except Sunday, we served
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other outreaches, such as teaching the Bible
to village children in the several schools,
soccer fellowship with high school kids,
visiting the market and health clinic, playing with village children, and helping
with agriculture. While visiting the health
clinic, we shared the gospel and prayed for
the patients at the HIV clinic, the maternity
ward, and general health care clinic. Many
of our HBF members were asked to name
babies by the mothers at the maternity
ward. We listened to all the sick people’s
suffering, shared Bible verses, and prayed
for them. At the HIV clinic, 7 people
accepted Christ after hearing my message
on Romans 5.
At the market place, we shared Bible
verses and prayed with those who were
open. The market was very poor and dark.
Usually women sat in manger-like stalls
trying to sell potatoes and bananas. Everyone sells the same produce and compete
against each other. They use black magic
and put charms around their neighbors’
stalls to curse them. In that very dark environment, some Muslim women accepted
Christ and were greatly encouraged by us.
We also went door to door in one village and shared the gospel and prayed for
people who opened their homes and businesses to us. We met a blind elderly woman
who recently had lost 4 people who cared
for her. She was joyful because of Jesus’
grace that was sufficient for her. And she
was so happy to pray with us and we were
mutually encouraged by her. At the bar,
several rowdy men listened to my message
on Romans 5 and my testimony on how
my father overcame alcoholism. And, after
many questions, one man accepted Christ.
There are many other beautiful stories of
how God worked when our HBF members
loved and served Ugandan people and
shared the gospel with the despaired, needy
and sick.
In Uganda, over 60 percent of the

population is under age 15. There are many
orphans since often parents die of AIDS,
other diseases, and violence. People in that
area eat only one meal a day. Some of the
children had contracted malaria and other
infirmities due to poor health conditions
and health care. Some children didn’t have
shoes and wore rags and ill-firing clothes.
Some can’t afford the fees to attend school.
They live in one-room homes that had no
water, no electricity, and few belongings.
Also, the local well was often a mile or from
their homes. In spite of this, the children
were so joyful to see us, and often shouted,
“Hi, Mzungu! Bye, Mzungu!” Generally,
Ugandans are kind and gentle people. They
welcome and trust foreigners since many
missionaries and humanitarians go there.
In addition, we were surprised to see that
many white American women were giving
their lives as missionaries in Uganda, serving at SMI and in other organizations.
Our HBF missions team had devotionals at 6:30 a.m. every day. In the evening,
we studied all of 1 John in six lessons. We
also debriefed after each outreach to hear
from each team member what they learned
or how they were adapting. Our HBF
students participated fully and gave their
hearts to love and Ugandan people. They
even cooked a fried chicken dinner to serve
and thank the SMI staff Repeatedly, the
SMI staff said they had never had a group
like ours and were so impressed by our
HBF members. We also learned a lot from
their love, faith and service to the Lord for
the sake of the poor and downtrodden.
On Sunday, we attended Makere UBF
SWS and saw God’s mighty work among
college students. As a representative of
HBF, Deborah Pozo shared her life testimony, and HBF sang a special song. We
were inspired by the missionaries’ sacrificial lives in Uganda for the last 24 years.
They have MDs and PhDs, such as Dr.
Luke Lim. It seems that called had called
the very best to serve Uganda, including

Dr. Joseph and Esther Chung, who they
were commissioning as missionaries back
to the states that day. During Msn. Esther’s
farewell testimony, several Ugandan sisters
wailed loudly, because they were heartbroken to lose their spiritual mother. After
a wonderful lunch served by Makere UBF
shepherds, we toured the new Bethesda
clinic. It has state of the art facilities with
endoscopy surgery, eye surgery, plastic surgery, and other specialized services. It was a
great privilege to witness God’s life-giving
work in Makere UBF.
On the last day of our missions trip,
it was Francis Choi’s 29th birthday, and
his wife Theresa Choi joined us. We laid
our hands on him and prayed for him to
be a blessing to Uganda and tearfully sent
him out as a missionary. At the airport, Dr.
Joseph and Esther Chung joined our team
on the journey home. We left one young
missionary and brought back two senior
missionaries.
We learned so much on this missions
trip about what God is doing in Uganda
and the faith and love of those serving
Ugandan people. We also were inspired by
the sheer joy in the hearts of Christians in
Uganda, who have little in this world except
for Jesus. There are many sincere Christians
in Uganda who really pray to evangelize
the nation. It is one of the poorest countries in the world, but it is also one of the
most rapidly developing in Africa due to
the influence of the gospel. May God bless
them to be a kingdom of priests and a holy
nation. May God accept our missions trip
as our prayer to be Jesus’ hands and feet in
Uganda and impact lives for Christ.
One word: Let your light shine before
others UBF

WORLD
MISSION
NEWSLETTERS

Thanks be to God for his work of
grace in Christ among UBF ministries
worldwide in 2016! Thank God for the
diligent stewardship of Msn.Isaac and
Msn.Deborah Lim in publishing these
newsletters. Thank God for all the article
contributors and their devotion to Christ.

by Kevin Albright (chief editor)
In 2016, we published 3 UBF newsletters, made available as PDF files.
These are available at ubf.org by
clicking on Links and then clicking on
Newsletters.
The first newsletter was 36 pages
and mainly covered Directors conferences at the turnover to the new
year. Included in the newsletter were
P.Abraham Kim’s new year’s message
on Heb 12:1-2, continental directors’
reports and departmental reports of
UBF Headquarters and 9 recent UBF
weddings worldwide.
The second newsletter was 20 pages
and covered “Mexico Night” held at Chicago UBF. It included P.Abraham Kim’s
greeting, three histories of Mexico, Guadalajara and Acatlan UBF ministries, as
well as life testimonies by Carolina Blas
and Joshua Bae. Msn. Barnabas Choi
also shared on Mexico UBF Ministry
Strategy.
The third newsletter was 64 pages
and covered 2016’s major event: the
World Mission Report in Korea, followed
by the Missionaries and Shepherds conference.
The total expenses of Publishing 2016
UBF newsletters (1000 copies) was:
1) Printing (hard copy) cost: $2200
2) Mailing cost: $1750
Total expenses: $3950
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committee report
CME Ministry Report by John Jun

CME MINISTRY 2016
Msn. John Jun and Sunji Jun had CME ministry 8 chapters in 5 Asian countries (Singapore, India, Sri
Lanka, Cambodia, and Vietnam) and 11 chapters in 9 Latin American countries (Argentina, Chile, Uruguay,
Brazil, Paraguay, Bolivia, Ecuador, Colombia and Venezuela). Msn. David Kim had CME in CIS Sweden,
Europe CBF conference, and Dr. Ezra Cho had CME Zambia, Chicago, Washington.

Date

Chapter/Director

2/1-7

Chapter/Director

Bible

Attendants

Prayer topics

Singapore I/ Joshua Hong Ephesians 1,2/ Galatians 5:16-24,
Singapore II/Andy Ahn
Children’s Education, Testimony

7 Missionaries and 13
leaders

1) Powerful SWS message by
Joshua Hong and Andy Ahn
2) Raise an ancestor of faith

2/8-14

New Delhi/ Jimmy Lee

Ephesians 1,2/ Galatians 5:16-24,
Testimony, SWS message

5 missionaries and 13
leaders

1)Powerful SWS message2)New
Bible House Building

2/15-21

Bangalore/John Guydeuk Ephesians 1,2/ Galatians 5:16-24,
Yeon
Testimony, SWS message

2 missionaries and 15
leaders

1)John Yeon’s SWS message
2)Jasmine and Shiva to grow as
ancestors of faith

2/22-24

Chennai/ Deborah Lee

2 missionaries and 4 lead- 1)SWS message
ers
2)Leaders training

2/25-28

Cochin/ James Kang

2/29-3/6 Sri Lanka/ Barnabas Baik

Ephesians 1,2/ Testimony

Ephesians 1,2/ Galatians 5:16-24,
Testimony, SWS message

1 missionary and 2 leaders

Ephesians 1,2/ Galatians 5:16-24,
Children’s Education, Testimony,
SWS message

4 missionaries and 10
leaders

3/7-13

Cambodia/ Joseph Lee

Ephesians 1,2/ Galatians 5:16-24,
Children’s Education, Testimony,
SWS message

3/14-20

Vietnam, Ho Chi Min/ A.
Lee

Ephesians 1,2/ Galatians 5:16-24,
Children’s Education, Testimony,
SWS message

8/21-28

8/29-9/4

9/5-11

Ephesians 1,2/ Galatians 5:16-24,
Buenos Aires (Argentina)/ Lecture about message, Testimony,
Marcos Kim
SWS message

1)SWS message
2) one Abraham of faith
3)Obtaining PhD

1) Barnabas Baik and Luke Jun’s
SWS message
2)Gideon and Erasha to grow as
ancestors of faith
3)Self supporting
1)Preparing perfect Cambodian
2 missionaries and 2 lead- message
ers
2)Raise one Abraham of faith
3)Self supporting

2 missionaries

4 missionaries and 21
leaders

1)SWS message
2)To raise a co-director
3)make several disciples of Jesus
4)20 SWS attendees by2016

1)Powerful message
Ephesians 1,2/ Galatians 5:16-24,
4 missionaries and 6 lead- 2) Raising one Abraham and one
La Plata (Argentina)/ Isaac
Children’s Education, Lecture about
Sarah
ers
Cho
message,, SWS message
3)Raising Msn Carlos as a codirector

Chile/ Josue Namki Chun
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Ephesians 1,2/ Galatians 5:16-24,
Lecture about message, Testimony,
SWS message

1)Powerful message
2 missionaries and 2 lead- 2) Raising one ancestor of faith
3)Blessing continually the busiers
ness of self-support

Attendants

Prayer topics

9/12-18

Uruguay/ Joseph Park

Ephesians 1,2/ Galatians 5:16-24,
Testimony, SWS message

2 missionaries and 7 lead- 1)Powerful Spanish message
2) To raise 7 disciples of Jesus
ers
3)15 SWS attendees by 2020

9/19-25

São Paulo (Brazil)/ Elias
Park

Ephesians 1,2/ Galatians 5:16-24,
Children Education, Biblical Marriage, Testimony, SWS message

8 missionaries and 25
leaders

Campinas (Brazil)/ Paulo
Myungho Kim

Ephesians 1,2/ Galatians 5:16-24,
Children Education, Marriage by
Faith, Testimony, SWS message

1)Powerful SWS message
4 missionaries and 5 lead- 2)Danny’s health recovery
3)Raising one Abraham of faith
ers
4)Anna Kim to pass residency test
for General hospital of Campinas

10/3-10

Paraguay/ Andres Heo

1)Powerful SWS message
Ephesians 1,2/ Galatians 5:16-24,
3 missionaries and 4 lead- 2)For brother Guillermo to grow
Children Education, Testimony, SWS
ers
to be an ancestor of faith
message
3)For self-support

10/11-16

Lecture: Why should we make disSanta Cruz I (Bolivia)/
ciple of Jesus in campus? Ephesians 4 missionaries and 25
Esteban Cho Santa Cruz II/
1,2/ Galatians 5:16-24, Children
leaders
Mark Shin
Education, Testimony, SWS message

10/17/23

Ecuador/ Andre Kim

10/24-30

Colombia/ Andres Young- Ephesians 1,2/ Galatians 5:16-24,
gil Park
Testimony, SWS message

Lecturers of CME : Dr. Samuel H Lee, Dr. Mark Yang , Msn. Daniel Rhee, Msn. David Kim, Dr. Moses
Chung, Dr. Ezra Cho, Dr. Augustine Suh, Dr. John Jun.
Date

Bible

9/26-10/2

Ephesians 1,2/ Galatians 5:16-24,
Children Education, Marriage by
Faith, Testimony, SWS message

2 missionaries and 17
leaders

1)Powerful SWS message
2)Raising 12 disciples
3)Financial, self-support

1)Shep Gustavo message
2)Shep Gustavo to serve coworkers with the love of Jesus
3)Msn Juan Baek’s supporting
and health

1)Message
5 missionaries and 2 lead- 2)To raise up one Abraham of
ers
faith
3)CPA business

4.18-20

Atlanta UBF/ Wesley Yoon Ephesians 1:1-19/ Testimony

7.26-31

St. Louis/ Paul Choi

Ephesians 1,2/ Galatians 5:16-24,
Testimony, SWS message

European CBF

Special message for CBF, Luke 10:37 25 children

CIS director’s conference

Effective 1:1 Bible study

1/2-4

1)For Msn Noah in Buenos Aires
2)To pioneer other city campus
3)3 messengers: Abraham, Mateo,
Esteban Cho
4)Early morning devotion

2 missionaries and 1 lead- 1)To raise an ancestor of faith
2)Powerful message
ers
3)Self support by Andre Kim

Ephesians 1,2/ Galatians 5:16-24,
2 missionaries and 40
10/31-11/6 Venezuela/ Gustavo Prato Children Education, Testimony, SWS
leaders
message

12/27-28

1)To raise 12 disciples
2)Powerful message
3)New Bible center

10 missionaries and 13
leaders

1)Mary Choi’s health
2)Message
3)Disciple making ministry

77 native leaders and missionaries
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committee report

UBF History Committee by Charles Kim

UBF HISTORY IS A PART
OF GOD’S HISTORY

Ministered by M. David Kim
Date
1/9

7/2-5
7/7

Chapter/Director
Sweden/John Joo

Bible
Effective fishing and 1:1 Bible
study

Attendants

Prayer topics

2 missionaries and 4 1)Grace Joo’s health
2)To raise up one Abraham of
leaders
faith

Czech Rep./ Hannah
Shin

Special message based on Exodus 35 2nd and CBF

Chech Rep./ Hannah
Shin

Special lecture: Spirituality of
mission

1)SWS message
2)David Shin as a fruitful disciple
maker

6 missionaries

2015 Fall
Semes- Chicago UBF & Region- “INTRODUCTION TO NEW TESTA- Chicago UBF &
ter 2016 al Directors and MisMENT & HISTORY OF INTERPRETA- Regional Directors
Spring sionaries
TION”
and Missionaries
Semester

Introduction

Ministered by Dr. Ezra Cho
Bible

Attendants

“Then the Lord said to Moses, “Write
this on a scroll as something to be
remembered and make sure that Joshua hears it, because I will completely
blot out the name of Amalek from
under heaven.” Ex. 17:14

History Committee hosted Mexico Night in
March 4, 2015. The committee will host Japan
Night in March 3, 2017. I attended the 2017 Africa New Year Conference (ANYC). During the
fellowship with the leaders I encouraged them to
have a sense of history and write chapter history
in God’s time.

Date

Chapter/Director

2016 Jan

Mid-Atlantic Director’s
Conference

“Jesus’ Disciple-Making Ministry
in NT” “Comparative Studies
about Four Gospels in NT”

Mid-Atlantic Director’s Conference

Co-working for 2016

REVIEW OF 2016

2016 May

Dr. Mary & Cyril Boyd
(Zambia)

“Jesus’ Disciple-Making Ministry
in Mark”

Dr. Mary & Cyril
Boyd (Zambia)

Adjustment and Disciplemaking

2016 Aug
-Sept

Washington UBF Missionary Education

“The History of America’s Great
Awakening Movement (1st-4th)”
“Comparative Studies about Four
Gospels in NT”

Washington UBF
Sense of History & New Great
Laymen Missionary Awakening Movement in Cam(MDJ)
pus

2016 Oct

KIMNET
CONFERENCE(NEW
"Diaspora Mission of 2nd GenYORK); EMS (Evangeli- eration in US"; "Missiological
cal Missiology Society; Approach to Diaspora Mission"
Texas, Dallas)

Abraham Hwang encouraged all the directors in Mexico to write the history of the chapter.
Nearly all of them did. Some of them were presented during this event. During the preparation
Barnabas Choi held live discussion with other
chapter leaders on the mission strategy for Mexico ministry and collected materials. He shared
its summary during the event. All the presentation was posted on the web site and published via
the special edition of the newsletter.

New York UBF Missionaries; Chicago
HQ

Prayer topics

Mexico Night

Africa New Year Conference
I attended the Africa New Year Conference
Dec. 16-18, 2016 held in Johannesburg, South
Africa. I shared my life testimony during the
conference, which encouraged many native
shepherds. During the conference I met many
national directors/coordinators from Africa and
encouraged them to write history in God’s time.
In particular Mark Yoon expressed much interest
in this topic. We will work closely in the future.

chapters aged more than 30 years. Some chapter
directors have a sense of history and present it
during the anniversaries. For example, Ukraine
held a special meeting for the 30th anniversary.
India prepared a short history in preparation for
the 30th anniversary in 2017. I pray that each
chapter with more than 30 members and 30 years
hold an anniversary and publish its own history.
Web site
site.

We have added more materials to the web

PLAN FOR 2017

Japan Night
When I attended the Asia Directors Conference in 2016, Daniel Jeong shared his prayer
for the 30th anniversary for Japan UBF in 2018.
So I offered him Japan Night in Chicago, who
accepted. He asked John Kim to write the overview of the history of Japan UBF. He chose three
growing leaders to prepare life testimony. They
will come and present their report and life testimonies during Japan Night. About a decade ago
Ezra & Esther Park wrote a book on the Japanese
culture and history. He will present its summary
during Japan Night. The UBF press will publish a
Newsletter afterwards.
Miscellaneous
During ANYC, I had a live discussion with
Mark Yoon in Kenya for the history of Africa
UBF. He is interested in the history and has kept
many records. In fact his wife Jackie Yoon is
the first missionary to African from UBF. He is
interested in celebrating the 30th anniversary of
Kenya UBF.

Anniversaries
UBF has chapter over 100 countries. Many
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mission report

North America Mission Report by Mark Vucekovich

THE WORK OF GOD IN NORTH AMERICA

In 2016 our UBF ministry key verse was: “…
fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter
of faith. For the joy set before him he endured
the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the
right hand of the throne of God” (Heb12:2). We
prayed that, in the midst of whatever we may be
going through, we might fix our eyes on Jesus and
be strengthened and inspired to serve in the work
of the gospel, especially to college students.
Here is a brief overview of our North American ministries last year.
New missionaries: Cyril & Mary Boyd (Baltimore I) went as permanent missionaries with
their young children to Zambia, co-working with
Nehemiah Kim.
New chapters: Winnipeg, MB (Paul & Sarah
Kim); Dallas, TX (Stephen Han); Baltimore III
(Andrew Park); Princeton, NJ (Sam & Grace Lee);
UNH Durham (Abraham & Sarah Jeong). New
chapter directors: Hamilton, ON (Isaac Choi); U
of I (Jerry Park). New coordinator: Great Lakes
Region (Russell Kille).
Moved to new chapters: John & Sarah Dang
(from Milwaukee to Kansas City); Vinh & Frankie
Nguyen (from Milwaukee to Akron); Andrew
Forbes (from Washington to Dallas); John &
Maria Jun (from Philadelphia to Toledo); David &
Esther Choi (from Chicago to Springfield).
Closed chapter: Knoxville, TN (Jonathan
Lee’s family returned to Korea).
University students at Sunday worship services (2016 weekly averages): Based on the reporting
we received, the top ten chapters with the highest average numbers of undergrads on Sundays:
Chicago, IL—89; El Camino, CA—75; Triton,
Chicago—52; Springfield, IL—28; Washington,
D.C.—27; West Loop, Chicago—25; New York—
21; Los Angeles—21; Waterloo, ON—19; Toronto,
ON—14. Altogether, Canada had a weekly aver26 NEWSLETTER 2017

age of 122 students, and
the USA, 517; our total
weekly average of university students in North America was 639. Thank
God especially for all our small house church
ministries struggling to bring students to worship
God together in their homes. Even as we minister
to all the members in our local UBF communities,
let’s pray that we can continue reaching out on
campus and develop student-friendly environments in our local chapters, full of God’s love and
God’s word, where college students can grow as
Jesus’ disciples.
Annual staff conference: In August 160
people, staff and their wives, gathered at the Galt
House Hotel in Louisville, KY to study Ephesians
1-3. 53 of 87 active chapters attended. We learned
how important it is to pray and work together for
spiritual unity in our ministry, and to make an
environment where native leaders feel like they
belong. We also heard several campus ministry
reports. Eight young people attended as observers.
Shepherd Jacob Patriuk attended as a special guest
from Kiev, Ukraine. We prayed for leadership
transfer there. We also prayed for a good theme
for our ISBC 2018. Everyone was blessed through
the Bible studies and fellowship.
Personal visiting ministry: In February I
attended the IEB meeting in Korea and visited
Yonhee UBF on Sunday, where I shared a brief
message on my annual key verse, Acts 20:24. In
April I gave the opening address on Matthew
6:13,14 at the dedication for the new construction in Washington UBF. In June I attended the
World Mission Report in Korea and the leaders’ conference afterwards, where I led a small
group studying passages from Deuteronomy.
In August I visited Austin UBF. In September
I went to the Missio-Nexus conference, where
I attended a workshop on short-term missions.
Due to that, UBF is now an associate member of

SOE (Standards of Excellence in ShortTerm Mission). We also were able to get
recommendations for guest speakers at
our ISBC 2018. During the Missio-Nexus
conference I also visited the families living in the Louisville, KY area. In October I
was invited to give the opening message at
the memorial service for Dr. Samuel Lee; I
spoke on Matthew 6:33. That month I also
led a class for our emerging leaders’ cohort
on the topic of Grace, Sonship and Faith.
In early November I attended the Leadership Development Workshop. Later in the
month, Kathy and I visited the Springfield
UBF ministry, where I gave a Thanksgiving
message on Psalm 103. In December we
visited the Austin UBF coworkers. Thank
God for his people in every place who love
him and his word and who love North
American young people.

PRAYER TOPICS:

1.
2.
3.

4.

Revival of student evangelism and
discipleship in all our local chapters
Leaders learn to make deeper relationships with young leaders
Establish strong missionary communities in large metro areas (especially
Miami, Atlanta, Houston, Denver,
Seattle) so that they can be a base for
helping smaller ministries around
them
For missionaries already sent, and for
sending new missionaries

DIRECTION FOR 2017:

Our UBF ministry key verse for this
year is 2 Peter 3:11b-12a: “You ought to live
holy and godly lives as you look forward to
the day of God and speed its coming.” In
this world there are so many false hopes.
Our true hope is the Second Coming of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. May God
help us to live for what truly matters. May
God fill us with the joy of this hope, and
the power of holiness and godliness. May
God bless each of us to devote ourselves
fully to the work of the Lord in 2017.
DATES:

Annual Staff Conference: June 21-24,
2017, Seattle, WA. Ephesians 4-6 study.
Guest speaker: Steve Shadrach, author, Fuel
and the Flame.
ISBC 2018: August 9-12, Louisville,
KY. Post-conference missionary seminar.
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special lecture
Essay on raising discples by Ron Ward

MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS
“Then Jesus came to them and said,
‘All authority in heaven and on earth has
been given to me. Therefore go and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to
obey everything I have commanded you.
And surely I am with you always, to the
very end of the age.’” (Mt 28:18-20)
This is the final command of our Lord
Jesus Christ, given after his resurrection
from the dead and before his ascension
into heaven to sit at the right hand of God
the Father Almighty. The risen, ascended
Christ has all authority in heaven and
on earth. He has authority over nature,
authority to rule over all leaders of all
nations, authority to forgive sins, authority to give eternal life, and authority to
judge all people in regard to their eternal
destiny. He has all authority in heaven and
on earth. On the basis of Jesus’ authority,
we are sent to make disciples of all nations.
Jesus’ authority empowers us to be bold
and courageous in raising disciples. At the
same time, we must humbly rely on Jesus’
authority alone.
The main point of Jesus’ command
is to make disciples of all nations. This is
often referred to as the Great Commission.
As the final command of our Lord Jesus,
it is of utmost importance. Therefore, we
need to pay special attention to this command. Many Bible-believing churches,
including UBF, have this command in
their mission statement. We cannot think
of it as one of the things we do, but as the
main thing we are called to do. If we do
many things, but fail to make disciples of
all nations, we miss the point. On the other
hand, if we make disciples of all nations, we
are doing what Jesus really wants us to do,
even if we do not do many other things. So
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it is vital to understand and obey this command of our Lord Jesus Christ. We should
evaluate our lives and ministry in relation
to this command.
What then does it mean to make disciples? Based on Jesus’ words it means doing
two things: baptizing people in the name of
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything Jesus taught.
This lecture will be framed on these two
instructions of Jesus.
I. BAPTIZING THEM IN THE NAME OF
THE FATHER, SON AND HOLY SPIRIT

and believe. If they do not repent and
believe, they cannot be baptized. Before
we can begin making disciples, we must
have disciples under our care as a result of
preaching the gospel. This is why Mark’s
version of Jesus’ world mission command
says, “Go into all the world and preach
the good news to all creation” (Mk 16:15).
Mark assumes that making disciples will
follow the preaching of the gospel, while
Matthew assumes that preaching the gospel precedes making disciples.

First, Jesus tells us to baptize people in
the name of the Father, and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit. The subject of what it
means to baptize them can be complicated.
I would like to simply say that “baptism”
refers to helping people identify as a child
of God, the triune God of the Bible—
Father, Son and Holy Spirit—by making a
public acknowledgement. It symbolizes the
unseen work of the Holy Spirit in a person’s
heart. The disciple maker’s task is to make
sure that baptism is done with integrity
and reflects a genuine spiritual reality.
What really counts is the work of the Holy
Spirit. No human being controls the Holy
Spirit. He is God. Only God, the Holy
Spirit, can baptize people on the inside and
give them new birth. Jesus does the most
significant work, but he gives his servants
the privilege of baptizing others with water.
It is because Jesus wants to include us in his
work.

It sounds simple. We preach the
gospel. People believe in Jesus and are
baptized, and we are on the way to making disciples. This is the process. But this
process flows out of the great love of Jesus.
Jesus’ heart is broken for all the lost people
of the world who are perishing in their
sins. He wants to send his servants to
bring salvation to lost people. This is Jesus’
burning heart’s desire. He really wants to
entrust us with lost people and use us to
disciple them. If we do not have disciples of
Jesus under our care, it is not because Jesus
is unwilling to give them, but because we
are not ready to disciple them. When we
are ready to care for lost people, Jesus sends
them one after another. So, what makes
us ready? In a word, it is being like Jesus.
There are so many ways that we should be
like Jesus in order to care for his disciples. I
want to mention just three: in his compassionate heart for others, in seeing others
with God’s hope, and in preaching the
gospel faithfully.

As we know, before baptizing can take
place, there must be preaching and a work
of repentance. In telling us to baptize, Jesus
assumes that the work of preaching the
gospel has been done. If the gospel is not
preached, people cannot hear it. If they
cannot hear the gospel, they cannot repent

First, Jesus’ compassionate heart.
Jesus’ compassionate heart is well revealed
in the gospels. Many different people with
different problems came to Jesus. Jesus had
compassion on them. Jesus accepted them,
understood them, and cared for them with
deep love. When we have Jesus’ compas-

sion, people will come and seek Jesus’ help
through us. Our UBF founder, Dr. Samuel
Lee, had Jesus’ compassionate heart for
suffering people. It was because he deeply
knew Jesus’ compassion upon him. He
learned the secret of putting himself in the
place of others in regards to their sorrows
and sufferings. He took other people’s pain
and suffering as his own. This enabled
him to understand and have compassion
on others. So, people felt that they could
trust him with their life problems. They
would share their deep struggles with him.
They felt that he would guide them as a
loving shepherd. By Dr. Lee’s help I could
begin to learn Jesus’ compassion. When
I was a young intern, I tried hard to have
many sheep. I went fishing and taught the
Bible diligently and sacrificially. Many
Bible students came. But they would leave
after a short time. I did not know why and
blamed them for being bad sheep. Then,
one day, one of my sheep complained to
Dr. Lee, saying that I did not understand
him, but only burdened him by demanding him to do things. Dr. Lee prayerfully
explained to me that I needed to have Jesus’
compassion for people. That touched my
heart and my eyes began to open. I found
my sin of selfish ambition, which made me
more like a businessman than a shepherd.
I repented and God changed my heart. I
began to understand my sheep. He was
suffering from a broken relationship, the
heavy demand of graduate study, a language problem, and so on. I began to serve
him in ways that were helpful to him. We
became friends. He liked being around me.
He also liked a cute, blonde-haired girl in
my fellowship. One day he and she suddenly disappeared together. Later I found
that they married. I felt betrayed. It was
painful. Several years later, the Lord moved
my heart through John’s gospel study to
forgive him and love him genuinely. Later
we reconciled. I am grateful for him. I
always consider him my teacher in learning
Jesus’ compassion. After that, I began to
practice Jesus’ compassion from my heart,
and many of God’s sheep began to hang
around me for fellowship and Bible study.

A disciple maker should learn Jesus’ compassionate heart for suffering souls.
Second, see people with God’s hope.
Jesus called his disciples with the great
hope that they would be fishers of men,
that they would grow to be shepherds for
lost souls like Jesus himself. Jesus did not
see them as they were, but as they could be
by his grace. For example, Matthew had
been a tax collector. He was too selfish and
proud to become a genuine shepherd of
God’s people. But Jesus saw him with great
hope and said, “Follow me.” No doubt,
Matthew revealed his sickness of selfishness many times. But Jesus bore with him
in great hope. Jesus was wounded to heal
him. Jesus died for his sins. Finally, by the
mighty work of the Holy Spirit Matthew
was changed into a holy saint, who wrote
and practiced the Sermon on the Mount.
As Jesus had hope for Matthew, so he has
hope for all whom he calls.
So we must learn to see people with
God’s hope. I saw a good example of this
though God’s servants, P. Abraham Kim
and Dr. Samuel Lee. They saw me with
hope and bore with me. When Jesus called
me through their ministry, I was a student
at Oregon State University majoring in
business administration with a dream of
being a CEO of a big company. I was also
deeply involved with a non-Christian girl.
On the surface, I was seeking money and
women. But the deeper cry of my heart
was for God’s holiness and God’s love.
God’s servants did not see me as I was, but
with the hope I would become a new creation and a great servant of God. Through
Mark’s gospel study with God’s servants,
I heard Jesus’ voice and began to follow
him. It was a new beginning. But it was
just a beginning. In the course of following
Jesus, I revealed my pride, selfishness and
base desires again and again. But God’s
servants bore with me patiently as my soul
was gradually healed. They could bear with
me because they had God’s hope in their
hearts. In truth, all people are sinners. Sin
is ugly and painful to bear. When sin is
exposed, it is easy to be disgusted and to

give up on someone. But Jesus bears with
sinners in a great hope. In the same way,
he wants us to learn to bear with others in
hope. One of the most important qualities
of a disciple-maker is to have God’s hope.
Many fail to raise disciples because they
lose hope. Usually, this happens at the very
moment when God’s sheep need a shepherd most. God’s sheep easily lose hope
for themselves. But when their shepherd
has unwavering hope, they can gradually
learn to overcome the power of sin and be
changed. A disciple maker should learn to
see people with God’s hope.
Third, preach the gospel faithfully. If
we have God’s heart of compassion and see
people with hope, I believe many people
will come for help. When we are ready,
God sends his sheep. As they begin to
come, what should we do? How should we
help them? We should help them to believe
the gospel. No matter what kind of problem they may have, and what kind of practical help we may give, the point should be
to share the gospel with them. To share the
gospel, we must know how to present the
gospel clearly. One of the best ways is to
share gospel key verses with people, taking
time to explain the meaning of each verse
and how it applies to us. There are also
many kinds of helpful gospel presentations
we can learn from, such as the Bridge diagram, the four spiritual laws, and the Big
Picture. Creative people develop their own
gospel presentations. We should be able to
present the gospel clearly and meaningfully
in a very short time, as opportunity arises.
However, in the context of raising disciples,
preaching the gospel is much more than
sharing the message one time. It requires
us to embrace a person with unconditional
love and persist in sharing the gospel with
them. This is what Jesus did. Jesus helped
his disciples step by step, as Mark’s gospel
shows. First, he called them simply to follow him and learn who he was. He did not
ask them to do much but observe. At the
proper moment, he helped them to confess
that he was the Messiah. Then he began to
teach them the way of self-denial, taking
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up the cross and following him.

ready for deeper discipleship.

In the same way, we need to spend
enough time helping people to truly know
Jesus Christ, the Son of God and the Father
and the Holy Spirit. They need to know his
love and holiness; his grace and truth. And
they need to commit their lives to him and
follow him as their Lord and Savior. Helping people form a right relationship with
God is the foundation of raising disciples
of Christ. If we try to make disciples obey
and serve before they know Christ, there is
a danger that they can have a wrong concept of God. It can actually delay them in
coming to know the one true God. So we
should be willing to patiently help people
accept the gospel and to personally know
God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. One
young woman in the Chicago area grew
up estranged from her biological father,
who virtually abandoned her when she was
born. She did not know her father’s love.
So she was always crying for her father, yet
there was no response. In deep desperation,
she began to cry out to God. Then God
sent her a loving and patient Bible teacher.
As she studied the word of God, she could
hear Jesus’ voice speaking to her. She was
moved by the love of Jesus, who did not
come to condemn but to save. She accepted
Jesus as her Savior. Yet, whenever she
heard the word “Father God,” feelings of
abandonment and helplessness arose in her
soul. She felt desperate and sorrowful. It
was because she associated her Father God
with her earthly father. So her Bible teacher
prayerfully explained that her Father God
is different. It took time for this teaching to
sink in. But one day the light of the knowledge of God began to shine in her heart.
She found that her Father God is absolutely
faithful and trustworthy. She learned that
her Father God is seeking her and wants a
deep and eternal love relationship with her.
She realized that her Father God will never
leave her or forsake her and will heal all her
wounds. Then she could accept her heavenly Father personally with many tears.
She was baptized in the name of the Father
and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Now she is

Sometimes when we preach the gospel,
it does not seem to connect properly to
people. This is a mysterious matter. But it
may be that we need to understand their
spiritual need more fully. Each person has
a problem that only Jesus can resolve. Some
call this a “life problem.” Knowing this life
problem enables us to preach the gospel
more effectively, and also to disciple them
more wisely. In order to understand this
problem well, it is very helpful to ask people to write life testimonies. In the 1990’s,
Dr. Samuel Lee brought many young
Korean missionaries to Chicago. As soon
as they arrived he listened to their life testimonies. Sometimes he listened more than
once. And he prayed until he could grasp
what their real problem was. Then he began
to help them with the word of God and
spiritual disciplines. Sometimes he gave
them new names, such as “Work Hard” or
“Tiger” to guide their new lives as young
missionaries. Understanding a person’s life
problem is fundamental. In addition, we
may need to learn how to communicate
with them in a way that goes from heart
to heart. There may be cultural or generational barriers that we need to overcome, or
personality differences. As those who are
engaged in ministry to students, it is helpful to us to recognize the specific agonies
common to students. In the United States,
we need to learn and relearn the culture
of students at least every three years. In
understanding disciples under our care,
we should do our best. Yet, ultimately, it is
the Holy Spirit who opens people’s hearts
to help them understand and accept the
gospel. An example is Lydia. As Paul was
preaching the gospel in Philippi, “the Lord
opened her heart to respond to Paul’s message” (Ac 16:14b). There were many human
barriers between them: gender barrier, cultural barrier, social barrier, religious barrier. But the gospel cut through all barriers
and enabled them to communicate from
heart to heart. Lydia believed and became
an immediate coworker with Paul.
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As we come to understand the spiri-

tual need of people and share the gospel
with them, some accept Christ as Savior
and Lord and are baptized. This is their
entry into the church as members of the
body of Christ. It is a public declaration
that they are ready to be discipled in the
church community. Everything up to that
point is usually referred to as evangelism.
From that point, discipleship begins. I want
to share just one more example of how a
person was evangelized and prepared to
be a disciple. He is a very smart and handsome young man in the Chicago area. But
he suffered from slavery to lustful desires.
He could not look at pretty women without
having impure thoughts about them. He
acted on his lustful desires and hurt some
young women deeply. Then he fell into condemnation. Guilt and shame overwhelmed
him. In his misery, he cried out to God for
mercy. The Lord heard his cry and sent him
a Bible teacher. His Bible teacher rebuked
his sin of lustful desires repeatedly. Though
he made excuses and justified himself, his
Bible teacher always pointed out his sin
of living by his lustful desires. Finally, he
admitted his sin and despaired of himself. Then God gave him grace to believe
in Jesus. But he struggled with doubt and
the temptation to return to his sinful life.
Through the study of Galatians he learned
the salvation that comes only by faith in
what Christ has done for us. He could trust
Christ alone for his salvation and count
himself dead to sin and alive with Christ.
He learned the secret of dying with Christ
and rising with Christ. He learned to live
by the Holy Spirit. He became a new man
who has a burning love for Jesus in his
heart and is ready to do anything for the
glory of God. Recently, he was baptized
and is eager to be discipled and to grow as a
spiritual leader.
II. TEACHING THEM TO OBEY EVERYTHING JESUS COMMANDED

Up to this point, I have mainly shared
how we can help people accept the gospel
and follow Jesus as his disciples. I have distinguished between baptizing and the next
step, which is teaching. The line between

these two is not always so clear. In some
ways, Jesus demands obedience before
people believe the gospel. For example,
Jesus said, “Follow me,” and the disciples
left everything and followed him. Again,
Jesus sent his disciples out for evangelistic
fieldwork training before they confessed
him as Christ. There are times we need
to challenge people with the truth before
they have a real personal relationship with
Jesus. In sharing God’s truth with people,
we need to follow the guidance of the Holy
Spirit. But we should strive hard to plant
the gospel deeply in a person’s heart, and
welcome them into our Christian community, before engaging in rigorous discipleship.
With that in mind, the main work of
making disciples is “teaching them to obey
everything I have commanded you.” In this
teaching to obey, there are several things
we should consider: teaching a right attitude toward the word of Jesus, teaching by
example, and the contents of the teaching.
First, teach a right attitude toward
the word of Jesus. When Jesus taught his
words, he intended his disciples to put
them into practice. For this, having a right
attitude toward Jesus’ word is essential. In
the parable of the sower, Jesus emphasized
that there are several attitudes toward his
word, represented by a path, rocky soil,
thorny soil, and good soil. Only the heart
which is like good soil hears the word and
puts it into practice, and only this heart
produces the fruit of the word. This is what
it means to have a right attitude toward
Jesus’ word. In raising disciples, teaching
this attitude is as important as the contents of Jesus’ teachings. Dr. Samuel Lee
emphasized the importance of having a
right attitude toward Jesus’ word. He often
told the story of Doug Cozart, a disciple
maker with the Navigators. Brother Cozart
was in the Navy. He was an enlisted man,
not an officer. As he preached the gospel,
a high level commanding officer began
to believe. Brother Cozart helped him to
memorize Bible verses. Sometimes the
commander was lazy, and failed to memo-

rize his assigned verses. Then Brother
Cozart rebuked him sharply, without any
regard for his rank. It was because Brother
Cozart believed the word of God was life
itself. He believed the absolute authority
of God’s word. This impressed Dr. Lee.
Dr. Lee helped people in the same way. I
know this from my personal experience
with him. In the beginning of my internship under him, Dr. Lee once gave me the
privilege of delivering a Sunday message
which he had written. Although I spoke
in clear English, I was lacking deep reverence for Jesus’ words. Afterward, Dr. Lee
told a young missionary to take me to the
Skokie Police station, which was about six
miles from the center and drop me off.
My training was to walk back. On the way
I thought about what I had done wrong.
Then the Holy Spirit helped me realize that
I had a casual attitude toward the word of
God. I felt very sorry. I made a decision to
never again deliver the word of God casually. It became a very important moment
in my life as a messenger of God’s word.
Several years later, I was helping a younger
shepherd prepare a conference message. He
revealed his casual attitude toward God’s
word. I stopped the message rehearsal and
asked him to go outside and run around
the block five times without stopping and
then to come back. He did so. After that his
attitude toward the word of God changed.
Then God richly blessed his life. He married a beautiful and godly woman and
grew as a respected messenger of God’s
words. He has become a source of blessing
to many people. Learning a right attitude
toward God’s word is foundational in
growing as Jesus’ disciple.
Second, teach by example. In teaching
people to obey the word of Jesus, another
most important element is setting an
example. Teaching that comes from one’s
head and mouth can be informational. But
teaching that also comes from one’s heart
and life has power to transform. Of course,
God’s word has its own power. Whenever
it is proclaimed, it works. God is not bound
by the limits of our own obedience. Nev-

ertheless, one who teaches by example will
be consistently more effective than one
whose example is weak. St. Paul was one of
the most effective Bible teachers. He could
say to disciples under his care, “Follow my
example, as I follow the example of Christ”
(1Co 11:1). In his writing to Timothy, he
said, “Don’t let anyone look down on you
because you are young, but set an example
for the believers in speech, in conduct,
in love, in faith and in purity” (1Ti 4:12).
Again, Paul wrote to Titus, “In everything
set them an example by doing what is good.
In your teaching show integrity, seriousness…” (Tit 2:7). One young messenger
is an excellent speaker and he knows the
Bible well. People like to hear his message.
But when they see his lifestyle, they lose
respect for him. It is mainly because he is
undisciplined in some important ways.
He wondered why people did not follow
him. So I told him, “When your example
matches your words, people will follow.”
He took it to heart and has been making
spiritual progress. As a result, his influence
is growing. Young preachers and teachers can be effective when they set a good
example through their personal obedience
to the word of God.
Third, teach everything Jesus commanded. The subject matter to be taught
is what Jesus spoke. Every word of Jesus is
important. The Holy Spirit uses the words
of Jesus to speak to people personally and
directly. The word of Jesus by the power of
the Holy Spirit can change people and help
them grow as Jesus’ disciples. What words
of Jesus should we teach? All of them. In
the context of Matthew’s gospel, Jesus
begins with the Sermon on the Mount.
This teaches us the character of Jesus himself: Jesus’ humility, love, holiness, courage,
faith, and so on. Learning of Jesus himself
and becoming like him is the primary goal
of discipleship. God’s purpose in saving us
is to conform us to the image of Christ (Ro
8:28-30). God is always working for this
purpose. So in helping disciples grow, we
should be aware of how God is working in
them to form the character of Christ. The
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proud should become humble; the selfish
should become sacrificial; the rebellious
should become obedient. In addition to
learning Jesus’ character, we also need to
learn his lifestyle and ministry, his wisdom
as a teacher, his hardworking spirit, his
life of prayer, how he healed the sick, and
everything that Jesus did. Not only do we
need to learn, but we need to teach this to
Jesus’ disciples. Paul boldly told the Philippians, “Your attitude should be the same as
that of Christ Jesus,” in humbleness, obedience and servantship. It can be painfully
difficult to practice and teach all that Jesus
said. It requires us to step out in faith and
take risks; it will bring misunderstanding
and agonies of soul; it involves sleepless
nights in prayer. However, it is the most
valuable and important work that a person
can do. The fruit it produces are transformed people who can be a blessing in this
world and inherit the kingdom to come.
When our Lord Jesus comes again, those
who have faithfully engaged in raising
disciples will receive a crown of glory that
never fades away (1 Pe 5:4).
Epilogue: We make disciples of all
nations in obedience to Jesus’ command.
By doing so we follow Jesus in his death
and resurrection. Though Jesus did many
things on earth, he invested most of his
time and energy in raising his disciples.
After serving them sacrificially for over
three years he went to the cross and died
for them. At that moment, the disciples all
abandoned him. Jesus died alone. It seemed
that his disciple raising ministry failed. But
death was not the end. God raised Jesus
from the dead. The Risen Christ visited and
restored his disciples. He poured out the
Holy Spirit upon them. Then they went out
and preached the gospel to all nations and
made disciples. As we follow Jesus in making disciples, we too experience times when
it seems that our ministry has failed and
there will be no fruit. We are tempted to
despair and give up. But in that moment we
must look up to God, trust the power of the
Risen Christ, and persevere. God’s victory
is coming.
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In 1987 a young man began one-toone Bible study in the Chicago center. He
is intelligent, gifted in music and speech,
and has a good sense of humor. He could
have become a very successful person. But
he did not work hard. He did not study
well. He spent his time watching sports
and talking about useless things. He ate too
much chocolate and drank too many soda
pops. His stomach stuck out and he had
no hope of marriage. Dr. Samuel Lee saw
him with compassion and hope and prayed
earnestly for him. Dr. Lee taught the Bible
diligently and helped him in many practical ways. Jonathan shaped up and looked
handsome and sang well. Then he was
tempted and disappeared. Later he joined
a group of people who strongly criticized
UBF. We did not see him again for a long
time. Dr. Lee went to be with the Lord in
2002, and I succeeded his ministry as the
senior pastor of Chicago UBF.
In 2010, I received a phone call from
him. It was 15 years since the last time I
had seen him. He expected me to be angry
with him. But I told him, “I already forgave
you a long time ago.” Then he shared with
me how miserable his life had been. In the
midst of his suffering, he remembered the
words of God he had learned from Dr. Lee,
especially in 1 Samuel, Genesis and John’s
gospel. He knew he had to come back to
UBF and restore his spiritual life. Through
three years of deep Bible study and through
the prayers of many people, his soul was
restored and he renewed his calling to
live as a shepherd. He began to feed many
sheep. Then God opened the way for him
to marry a beautiful woman. For the last
four years, he lived with his wife as a missionary family. Now they are struggling to
take deeper root in God’s word and to find
spiritual direction for their family.
This man’s story is not usual. But it
shows that God never gives up on people.
The labor of making disciples is not in vain.
At the proper time we will reap a harvest if
we persevere and do not give up. May our
Lord Jesus help us engage in the mission of
making disciples of all nations with faith

and hope and the love of our Father God.
Amen.
Instructions following lecture:

THREE SPIRITUAL PARADIGM SHIFTS
Galatians 2:20, John 15:15, Matthew 20:25,26

1. Personally reflect on this lecture
and answer three questions:
I.

Who am I discipling now?

II. What is one thing I can do to
improve as a disciple maker?
III. What prayer topic can I find in
regards to making disciples?
2. Break into small groups of six each
and share our answers together.
3. Pray two by two according to our
prayer topics and for the raising of Jesus’
disciples throughout the world.

This is my great honor to serve this special lecture to my precious coworkers in
Europe. Many of you shared with me and
with one another that we need some kind
of breakthroughs in our Christian life
and ministry. There have been a request
from some European missionaries that
their seniors share something that may be
helpful to them in their spiritual journey,
especially in raising disciples in Europe.
Many of you came to Europe as missionaries, making geographical paradigm
shift, plunging yourselves in different
languages, cultures and traditions. God
called me to the USA at my tender age of
27 and lived there more than 3 decades.
Being in the USA, God helped me to make
three spiritual paradigm shifts in my
heart, way of thinking and ministry. Let
me share them with you.
There is a funny story of a person
who was stranded on the rooftop due to
the flood in his town. He prayed to God,
“Lord, save me.” The three helicopters
came to rescue him but he refused to
get on them, saying, “God will save me.”
Finally the water reached to him and he
was about to drown. He complained to
God, “Lord, why didn’t you save me?”
God answered him, “I sent you the three
helicopters to save you. Why didn’t you
accept their help?” Well, you never know
this special lecture may be one of the three
helicopters that God sent on your way in
answer to your prayers.
What is the paradigm shift? In science,
there have been several paradigm shifts
that we can attest in history. At the time
of Copernicus, people believed that the
sun circles around the earth. But he propounded a new view that the earth circles

around the sun. At the time of Einstein,
people believed in Newtonian laws of
physics. Then Einstein propounded the
law of relativity. Some people believed that
the earth was flat. Later, we learned that
it is in fact round. There is a Euclidian
geometry which was built on the premise
that the shortest distance between two
points is a straight line. But since the earth
is round, the non-Euclidian geometry
claims that the shortest distance between
two points on earth is not a straight but a
round line. That is why the airplanes tend
to fly in round path rather than straight
path.
The greatest paradigm shift that God
made for us is to become a man and dwelt
among us. If God can become a man to
save us, we can be at least different kinds
of persons. Since I did not live in Europe,
I acknowledge that I do not have the right
to mention about particular changes those
who came to Europe as missionaries need
to make. The first cultural adjustment
that I needed to make in the USA was to
take a shower every day. I am not going to
tell you how often I used to take bath in
Korea but I can tell you that I did not take
a shower every day. But with the persistent advice of a senior M. I developed the
habit of taking a shower every day. I also
learned to eat food without opening my
mouth and make lots of noise. There may
be many cultural adjustments that one
should make in a new cultural environment. Rather, I want to mention about at
least three spiritual paradigm shifts, the
change of our view of life and relationship
with Christ, family members, coworkers and others in general in order to live
a holy and godly life in the imitation of

Christ and serve people in Europe with
the mind and attitude of Christ. I hope
and pray that this may be of practical help
to all of us.
First, from being self-centered to
Christ-centered (Galatians 2:20). (Slide 1)
Galatians 2:20 says, “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but
Christ lives in me. The life I live in the
body, I live by faith in the Son of God,
who loved me and gave himself for me.”
We all know that Paul was a forceful
man. He was forceful in persecuting the
Christians. He was forceful in preaching
the gospel. He had something to boast
about himself: Philippians 3:4-7 reads,
“…though I myself have reasons for such
confidence. If anyone else thinks he has
reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I
have more: circumcised on the eighth day,
of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to
the law, a Pharisee; as for zeal, persecuting
the church; as for legalistic righteousness, faultless. But whatever was to my
profit I now consider loss for the sake of
Christ.” He threw out all these boastings.
Boasting about oneself creates all kinds of
problems: pride, anger, frustration, complaint, conflict, jealousy and so on. Paul
must have had a very strong and dynamic
personality full of zeal, emotion and will
power. In essence, he was a very self-centered man with a Jew-centered view of the
world. He must have had no peace, rest
and love in his soul. Then he saw a new
view of God when he met the Risen Christ
on the road to Damascus. The Risen
Christ was so glorious. His glory was none
other than the glory of the Son of God as
he claimed to be. He made the connection
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between Jesus’ death on the cross and his
resurrection. He applied this principle
in his practical life in Galatians 2:20. He
realized that he died and no longer lives
and now Christ lives in him. This was
an amazing transformation in Paul from
a self-centered man to a Christ-centered
man. He came to know God’s amazing
love for an undeserving sinner like him
through Jesus’ love of giving himself as
a ransom for him. He also testified in 1
Tim 1:16, “…I was shown mercy so that
in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus
might display his unlimited patience as an
example for those who would believe on
him and receive eternal life.” This changed
Paul from a self-righteous man to a man
of Christ’s love—his love with forgiveness,
unlimited patience and hope.
One of the evidences of Paul being a
Christ-centered man is in Philippians
1:15-17, “It is true that some preach Christ
out of envy and rivalry, but others out of
goodwill. The latter do so in love, knowing
that I am put here for the defense of the
gospel. The former preach Christ out of
selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing
that they can stir up trouble for me while
I am in chains. But what does it matter?
The important thing is that in every way,
whether from false motives or true, Christ
is preached. And because of this I rejoice.
Yes, and I will continue to rejoice…”
I was an extremely self-centered person. I lived a sheltered life as a son of a
rich father. I knew how to spend the money that my parents gave me as an allowance, but did not make even one dollar on
my own. I did not know what it means to
suffer. Once one of my classmates told that
he would work all summer in order to save
up his tuition. I asked, “Why don’t you ask
your parents for it?” He answered, “They
are poor. They don’t have the money.” I
told him, “They can draw the money out
of the bank?” I was like Marie Antoinette
who heard that people were crying out for
bread and was known to say, “Let them eat
cake.” When God called me as a M. to US,
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for the first time I had to work for a living. Dr. Samuel Lee gave me a nickname
Prince and, in an effort to help me learn
the meaning of suffering, prayed for me to
get a job in a factory. So I became a factory boy. I was under tremendous stress.
One day I drove far out to a countryside
in order to release my stress. There God
visited me with Galatians 2:20, which says,
“I have been crucified with Christ and I
no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The
life I live in the body, I live by faith in the
Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” Based on this word of God, I
found that I died and now Christ lives in
me. God changed me from an extremely
self-centered person to a Christ-centered
person. God’s peace came upon my soul
and in my relationship with others. Even
now Jesus is changing me little by little.
Let us aim at being changed in the grace
of our Lord Jesus and grow mature in his
likeness.
Second, from vertical to horizontal
(John 15:15). The symbol of Christianity
is the cross which consists of two bars:
one is vertical and the other is horizontal.
The vertical one is longer than the horizontal one. Our vertical relationship with
God should come first. But we should not
ignore our horizontal relationship with
our fellow Christians and human beings.
The greatest commandments that Jesus
mentioned in Luke 10:27 includes both:
loving God and our neighbors.
Let’s think about how Jesus changed
his vertical relationship with his disciples
to a horizontal one. John 15:15 says, “I
no longer call you servants, because a
servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for
everything that I learned from my Father
I have made known to you.” Jesus set a
wonderful model for us to follow in our
relationship with our disciples and family members. I believe that discipleship or
disciple-making is very important. At the
same time, friendship or friend-making is
also very important.

It is not easy for us to change our
mindset or paradigm in our relationship
with others. One fifty year old man greeted his seventy year old father and told him
that he would go outside for a walk. Then
the seventy year old father admonished
the son, “Be careful when you cross the
roads.” To the mind of the seventy year
old father, his fifty year old son is still a
child who needs his utmost care. Let me
recommend a few paradigm shifts in our
relationship with others.
With our disciples: we need two paradigm shifts. (Slide 2) From the backseat to
the front navigator seat and to the driver
seat. Of course, we love our Bible students, teach them the Bible and pray and
care for them. We nurture them in many
ways. Then we should not treat them as
our permanent Bible students or as our
subordinates all the time. When they grow
mature, it is necessary for us to change our
paradigm and treat them as our equals.
We must make friends with them just
as Jesus considered his disciples as his
friends. Later, in God’s right time, we may
entrust all things to them, though we may
provide them with necessary advice when
asked.
With our children: we need two paradigm shifts as well in our relationship
with them. Of course, I am talking to the
parents. At first we nurture them in many
ways, instructing them what is right and
wrong. When they become teenagers, the
children’s representative complaint to the
parents is: “You don’t understand us.” In
order to understand them, we must treat
them as our equals. We must listen to
them patiently. As you listen to them, it is
good to respond, saying, “I understand or
I see or I feel in the same way.” It is important for us to encourage them share with
us their problems and agonies at home, at
school and in their relationship with others. We should learn how to sympathize
with them and show unconditional support for them. In this way, we can narrow
the gap between us and them. We can

make connections or build bridges with
them. We must gain the privilege to be
their friends. Then when they become
adults, we may ask them to help us in our
ministry and family matters.
Third, the servant of all (Matthew
20:25,26) (Slide 3) Jesus called them
together and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and
their high officials exercise authority over
them. Not so with you. Instead, whoever
wants to become great among you must
be your servant...” The best place to put
this paradigm shift into practice is home.
Martin Luther called home a school for
learning, that is, a place to put what we
learned from the Bible into practice. Of
course, the husband is the head of a family. Someone compares a family to a ship:
the husband is the head and the wife is the
rudder. As we know, the ship goes as the
rudder turns. They are different yet equally important. It is important for both of
them to love and respect each other.
Usually a husband wants to be respected by his wife unconditionally, saying,
“Wives, obey your husbands.” Even if a
husband has lots of stress at work, when
he comes home, he wants to be served by
his wife. Even if both work to support the
family, traditional husbands expect wives
to cook, clean the house and do the laundry and so on. In other words, husbands
expect their wives to be servants. Husbands want to be respected by their wives
unconditionally even though they are not
as handsome as movie stars, as heroic as
great men in history, as rich as Bill Gates,
as powerful as the President of a nation.
Wives want to be loved by their husbands. But often husbands do not know
how to love their wives. According to Gary
Chapman, there are five love languages:
words of affirmation, spending quality
time, giving gifts, acts of service and physical touch. Most women’s love language is
spending quality time and acts of service.
Most men’s favorite love language is words

of affirmation, good food and physical
touch. Some people may say their love
languages are all of those five and more.
In order to have a happy family, it is
important for a couple to lower their levels
of expectations on each other and to raise
their levels of appreciation on each other.
After all, having each other is “better than
nothing!” or “much better than nothing!”
or “the best.”
Let me tell you a story of a young
couple with a child. The husband worked
and the wife took care of the child. The
husband wanted to have a perfect rest at
home when he came back from work. The
wife wanted the husband to help her in
house chores when he came back home
from work. So the wife asked him to do
something, taking out the garbage, fixing broken doors and so on. The husband
resented it and they fought every day. They
had different expectations. The husband
did not understand that his wife’s love
language was acts of service. The husband
was a very able person. When I asked him,
“how long did it take for you to do all the
things that your wife asked you to do?” He
answered, “Sometimes 10 minutes or other times 30 minutes.” I suggested to him,
“Please do them quickly and have perfect
rest afterwards.” He did so and made his
wife happy and they could have happy
evenings together.
Most UBF members are trained to
think and write personal testimonies. So
when two thinking people get together,
they may have different opinions and clear
reasons to support their opinions. Therefore, two becoming one may be a great
challenge. It is important for us to become
agreeable. Paul encouraged two powerful coworkers in Philippi to be agreeable
with each other in Philippians 4:2, “I plead
with Euodia and I plead with Syntyche to
agree with each other in the Lord.” In the
novel Pride and Prejudice, Mr. Darcy was
disliked by many ladies because he was
not an agreeable person. “Being agreeable”

was one of the hallmarks of being a gentleman. In the same way, being an agreeable
husband is the hallmark of being a gentle
Christian husband.
I am far from being perfect and have
numerous faults and bad habits and make
many mistakes in my words and actions.
God put my wife right beside me to correct me and gear me toward perfection.
She is my better half and the most suitable wife to me. In the past, whenever
she points out my faults, I became angry,
defensive and even sorrowful. Then God
granted me Galatians 2:20 and I died. A
dead person has no capability to become
angry, defensive or sorrowful. Now Christ
lives in me and prompts me to grow in his
gentle and humble leadership. After this
paradigm shift, my usual replies to her
became, “I am sorry; You are right; Pray
for me; I love you; That is why I need you.”
After for a while, she commented that I
say, “I am sorry,” but I do not change. So
I replied, “I am sorry; You are right; Pray
for me.” When you visit my home, you
will see that I am on my way of becoming
one of the most agreeable husbands.
Jesus said in Mark 10:45, “…just as the
Son of Man did not come to be served, but
to serve, and to give his life as a ransom
for many.” He came to serve as a humble
servant leader and as our true friend.
What is more, he came to give his own life
for us. We love Jesus because though he
was God himself he became a servant for
all. We love his humble leadership. Thank
God that we find many good examples for
such humble leadership in UBF. When
we become the servant of all, then we
may have the aroma of Jesus, our humble
servant King and give good influence to
people around us.
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